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cant be broken! 


STOCK Insurance fies together the resources 
of the entire nation. It has ample strength 
to resist Calamity. Local insurance com- 
panies, like individual sticks, may be broken 
by unexpected strains. 


The Glens Falls Insurance Company is 
national in its scope and abundant in its 
strength. In its seventy-three years of busi- 
ness it has never failed to pay a valid claim. 
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| A Timely Warning— 
COLD WEATHER IS COMING 
Sprinklered Risks Will Face Freezing Conditions 
Cold weather invariably causes many 
sprinkler leakage losses due to insufficient 


heat in areaways, show-windows, -blind 
attics and the like. 





Every owner or occupant of a sprinkler 
equipped building should be warned of the 
necessity for protection against sprinkler 
leakage. 


The SPRINGFIELD has for years 
specialized in the writing of sprinkler leakage 
| insurance and extends to its agents and their 
clients expert advice upon request. 








SPRINGFIELD 
Fire & Marine Insurance Co. 


CHARTERED 1849 


of Springtield, Massachusetts 


HOME OFFICE: SPRINGFIELD, MASS. WESTERN DEPARTMENT: CHICAGO 
A. W. DAMON, President HARDING & LININGER, Managers 


CASH CAPITAL, $2,500,000.00 
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“On Guard” 


The Continental has sixty nine years The trademark of the Continental, the 
of consistent square dealing to its 
credit. It is one of the “old reliables’”’ 
of the business, and its contract of in- ae 
demnity carries a perfect guarantee of | Which the company has invariably 
loss payment on every valid claim. offered. 


The CONTINENTAL Insurance Company 


Cash Capital—TEN MILLION DOLLARS 


aggressive Minute Man of ’76 ex- 


presses the alert spirit of protection 


HENRY EVANS NORMAN T. ROBERTSON 
Chairman of the Board President 
Managing Offices: NEW YORK CHICAGO MONTREAL SAN FRANCISCO 
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WESTERN BUREAU OPENS | 
SEMI-ANNUAL MEETING | 


| 


Limitation of Agencies as Well as 
Commissions Urged by 
President Yunker 


BUREAUS ARE EXPENSIVE 


Better Knowledge Needed as to How 
Money Paid Out for Company 
Organizations Is Being Spent 

* BY GEORGE A. WATSON 


BRIAR CLIFF, N. Y., Oct. 11— 


Induced by the importance of the sub- 
jects slated for consideration, attend- 
ance at the semi-annual meeting of the 
Western Insurance Bureau, the initial 
session of which was held this morning 





CHARLES H. YUNKER 
President Western Insurance Bureau 


is unusually large, many of the dele- 
gates having arrived last evening. 
Economy and the need for its rigid 
enforcement in the conduct of the fire 
insurance business supplied the domi- 


nant note in the address of President 
Charles H. Yunker. Referring particu- 
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SOME FEATURES OF HOT SPRINGS MEETING 


Discussion on Various Subjects that Arose Created Much Interest 


Among the 


l 


Members 








T the recent meeting of the 
National Association of Insurance 
Agents at Hot Springs, Ark., the 
awarding of the president’s cup to the 
state association that had the largest 
increase in membership, was most inter- 
esting. It went to Michigan, its ratio 
being 56 percent, Minnesota had the 
largest increase numerically. President 
Clyde Smith of the Michigan associa- 
tion, accepted the cup on behalf of his 
organization. Minnesota now has 631 
members which is the largest state asso- 
ciation in the country. President E. B. 
Dunning of the Minnesota association, 
was present at Hot Springs and was 
asked to rise from his seat and was 
cheered for the great organization of 
which he is at the head. ¢ 

The Des Moines cup, which is contrib- 
uted by the Iowa Association to go to 
the state having the largest attendance 
at an annual convention outside the one 
in which the convention is held, went 
to Tennessee. It had 38 local agents 
at the Hot Springs meeting. President 
Stanley Lachman received the cup on 
part of that organization. 


Attitude of Travelers 


At the last afternoon session at Hot 
Springs, the question of casualty ex- 
pirations came up. President James L. 
Case said that an effort had been made 
by the casualty committee, of which 
Thomas C. Moffatt, Newark, N. J., is 
chairman, to get an interview with 
President L. F. Butler of the Travelers 
to see what attitude that company is 
taking on the subject of expirations. 
Mr. Case said that he and the casualty 
committee had not been able so far to 
get an interview but that he hoped that 
in the near future the subject could be 
taken up with Mr. Butler. President 
Frank L. Gardner of the New York 
association said that his organization 
endeavored to get a definite statement 
from the Travelers. Mr. Gardner said 
that Major Giddings of the company 
contended that up to the time the policy 
was delivered the agent owned the busi- 
ness, During the life of the policy the 
company owned it and when it expired 
it was up to the assured to do what he 
chose. Mr. Gardner said that he thought 
that the Travelers should come out 


given a fine tribute of goodwill for his 
admirable work, Secretary W. H. Ben- 
nett was also called forth and given a 
good hand. 


Frank L. Gardner’s Observations 


At one of the sessions Frank L. Gard- 
ner, president of the New York associa- 
tion, said that the expense question is 
occupying a great deal of attention at 
this time. He said that he was sure 
that the people at large do not object to 
paying reasonable premiums if they get 
value received. The policyholders do 
not analyze their premium, not know- 
ing what part is pure loss, what part is 
expense and what is tax and so on. It 
has been suggested that insurance de- 
partments might take a hand in this 
matter if the companies do not act 
voluntarily. Mr. Gardner took the posi- 
tion that this question should not be 
decided hurriedly and no one should be 
stampeded. He asked whether there 
would be any criticism of spending the 
insurance dollar if proper service is 
rendered and good indemnity is given. 
He said the insurance dollar should be 
spread properly. He said that properly 
equipped local agents are able to ren- 
der real service that is worth all the 
money they get. Men familiar with 
fire and accident hazards are doing 
something to cut down the property 
and life waste. He said that if the sai- 
aried employee is not doing what the 
commission man should do, then his 
salary should be readjusted. Everyone 
in the business must justify what he is 
getting in the way of compensation. 
He said if there is a demand for an 
analysis of how companies spend the 
insurance dollar, then the companies 
and agents should get together and 
show the public how it is done. 


Prompt Premium Collections 


H. H. Thornton of Pensacola, Fila., 
believes that there is much waste in 
agents collecting past due premiums. 
He feels that every local board should 
have a rule making the payment of 
premiums imperative at a certain time 
or policy be cancelled and no other 
office be allowed to rewrite it. 

A. J. Wilson of Little Rock, Ark., 





squarely for the principle of agency 
ownership of expirations. 
Cheers for the Nominees 





larly to acquisition costs, Mr. Yunker 
said this “must not be considered as 
covering agency commissions. only.” 
He urged a close study of the entire 
subject, with a view of eliminating any 
waste effort that might be shown_to 
exist, or other unnecessary change. One 
item of expense that the companies 
would be glad to be relieved of, Mr. 
Yunker offered, was that incurred “in 
meeting unreasonable demands con- 
stantly being made upon them by cer- 
tain insurance departments.” 
Limitation of Agencies 

The proposed reduction in agents’ 
commissions, he said, must be dealt with 
im connection with limitation of agen- 
cies, and not separately. In connection 


(CONTINUED ON PAGE 32) 





Eugene A. Beach of Syracuse, N. Y., 
chairman of the nominating committee, 
in reporting for his committee said that 
there were 35 states represented on the 
committee and all voted unanimously 
for the report. He said that it was one 
of the finest committees with whom he 
had ever worked. When Mr. Case was 
placed in nomination for a second term 
he received a magnificent ovation. The 
delegates evinced their great loyalty for 
him. Frank R. Bell of Charleston, W. 
Va., new chairman of the executive 
committee, also received much applause 
when his name was mentioned. He 
was called to the platform and promised 
his faithful support to the best interests 
of the association. A. G. Chapman, the 
retiring executive committee chairman, 
was called to the platform and was 





said that the companies should cut 
down the commission in “excepted cit- 
ies” before any attempt is made to 
readjust conditions on the outside. He 
said that undoubtedly the cost of operat- 
ing in the large cities is eating up the 
profits. At the present time the volume 
of premiums is decreasing and ex- 


|| MULTIPLE AGENCIES 
MAKE BIG SUBJECT 





Much Spirit Was Manifested in 
the Discussions at the Hot 
Springs Meeting 


FEW REMEDIES PROPOSED 


Delegates to the National Association 


of Insurance Agents’ Convention 


Express Themselves on Annexes 


The big question before the Hot 
Springs convention of the National As- 
sociation of Insurance Agents was the 
practice of appointing more and more 
agencies by a single company through 
annexes or by having mu!tiple agencies. 
The main plank in the resolutions 
adopted authorized the National asso- 
ciation to have a survey made of agency 
conditions by an impartial investigation. 
It was the thought of the resolutions 
committee that the time had come when 
an exhaustive study should be made of 
agency conditions and ascertain just 
what the conditions of the present day 
system are. Many felt that a man out- 
side of the business gifted with the 
genius for research and reaching cor- 
rect conclusions should make a study 
of the agency field and view results 
from the single or dual agency stand- 
point, count the cost of underwriters 
and multiple agencies and ascertain 
which is the most economical and 
efficient method of conducting the busi- 
ness. It is thought that the National 
officers and executive committee will 
discuss this point very carefully at a 


| future meeting and decide what means 


can be taken to make the survey. 
Housell Started the Discussion 


The question of annexes came up at 
one of the early meetings when W. B 
Housell of Birmingham, Ala., declared 
that annexes are the cause of much 
trouble in the agency field. He took the 
position that underwriters’ agencies 
necessarily brought into competition 
with regular agents a number of incom- 
petent men who lack responsibility and 
who are often delinquent in payment of 
their balances. He said that his own 
city, for example, had 55 agents. Out 
of these 20 are primarily in the insur- 
ance business. The rest can be put 
down as sideliners and incompetent. He 





penses are increasing. He said that 
Insurance Commissioner Bullion of 
Arkansas is not in favor of companies 
reducing commissions in Arkansas when 
they are paying much higher commis- 
sions in some of the outside large 
cities. 

W. J. Beggs Speaks 











W. J. Beggs, president of the Cleve- 
land Exchange, said that non-board 
competition tends to increase expenses. 
He said in Cleveland when the local 
board was reorganized the agents found 
a number of small non-board companies 
active in outside agencies. In Cleve- 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 40) 


said that companies in their greed for 
business are going to all extremes in 
getting agencies. The field men take a 
lot of time in making these appoint- 
ments and collecting balances. They 
are not satisfied even if the agent of 
the parent company is giving them all 
the business they are justified in receiv- 
ing, but they put out their tentacles in 
order to grab more. 

A. H. Robinson of Louisville said that 
the multiple agency system was un- 
doubtedly wasteful. He reviewed the 
history of the Louisville Board and 
showed how it had endeavored to be 





very just in the limitation of agencies. 





4 








It had to do much readjustment in 
order to take care of annexes. Mr. 
Robinson urged the removal of annexes 
and a discontinuance of bank agencies. 


R. M. Eacock’s Views 


R. M. Eacock of Oklahoma City said 
that undoubtedly the multiple agency 
evil is growing everywhere. He said 
that it is very difficult to keep the small 
fry in line. A man who is regularly in 
the business wants to follow good prac- 
tices. The side liners have no interest 
in the business at all, other than to get 
what little commission comes to them. 

Furman of Greenville, S. C., 
said that in his town an appointment 
committee looks after companies that 
are seeking agents. This committee 
will agree to find a satisfactory agent 
for a parent company but will not assist 
in the appointment of annexes at all. 
Mr. Furman says that Iccal boards can 
do much in curbing the multiple agency 
evil. 

James Ransom of Jersey City urged 
agents to classify their companies ac- 
cording to their adherence to right 
principles and correct practices. Mr. 
Housell said that agents need to have 
courage and make some sacrifices if 
necessary in bringing about better con- 
ditions. He said when agents know 
they are right they should stand pat. If 
the reputable agents will cooperate and 
stand together they can do much. 

Mr. Eacock in taking the floor again 
said that it is useless to try to dis- 
criminate among underwriters’ agencies. 
It will be necessary to eliminate them 
all if desirable conditions are to be re- 
stored. 


President Case’s Remarks 


President James L. Case referred to 
the plan that was proposed by the 
agents at Miami, Fla., to go into effect 
May 1 of next year, but which has 
never been passed. The proposal was 
that all agents were to resign their an- 
nexes. The agents then were to promise 
the parent companies sufficient premium 
increase so that there would be no loss 
on account of the annexes~being retired. 
President Case felt that this was a very 
just arrangement and said that local 
boards in taking action of this kind 
showed their broad mindedness and 
their desire to be fair with the com- 
panies. 

It was in the midst of the discussion 
that Fred B. Ayer of Cleveland asked 
the agents who represented under- 
writers’ agencies to stand up! Mr. Ayer 
said that his own agency cleaned out 
of the agents present represented these 
annexes. He said that it is up to the 
individual to act. The agent himself 
must decide.what he is going to do. He 
said that his own agency cleaned out 
all underwriters’ agencies and will not 
take on any more. 

George Kerdolf of Kansas City took 
the position that the local agent cannot 
handle the annex question individually. 
He said it is a matter for the National 
Association of Insurance Agents to de- 
cide and it should adopt a_ program 
that can be followed. Mr. Kerdolf in 
his remarks contended that the contact 
of local boards and companies should 
be collective. He said the companies 
should recognize local boards and the 
principles they adopt. He thinks there 
should be a conference committee ap- 
pointed to try and bring about this con- 
dition. He said that. unless this collec- 
tive cooperation can be brought about 
there will be a hard road to travel. 

A. W. Henry of Cleveland said that 
it seemed to him inconsistent to try to 
attack the annexes and not get back at 
their creators. He said that the proper 
thing to do would be to discriminate 
against the parent companies that are 
responsible. 

Suggests Agency Limitation 


J. A. Viglini of Louisville has sug- 
gested that agents should be fair in 
their proposition as to multiple agencies 
and should propose a limit of two 
agencies for a town, that to include the 
annex. 


Mr. Housell of Birmirgham, Ala., said 
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WILL STUDY TAXATION 





STRONG COMMITTEE IS NAMED 





United States Chamber of Commerce to 
Investigate Subject from the 
Policyholders’ Standpoint 





WASHINGTON, D. C., Oct. 11.— 
Manager James L. Madden of the in- 
surance department of the United States 
Chamber of Commerce intends to have 
a very comprehensive survey made of 
the insurance taxation subject from the 
standpoint of the policyholder. It is 
part of Mr. Madden’s program to bring 
to the attention of the members of the 
Chamber of Commerce the magnitude 
of taxes paid by insurance companies 
and the effect on the premium payers. 
Mr. Madden states that heretofore no 
effort has been made to go into the sub- 
ject and study it from the viewpoint of 
the man who is paying the premium. 
He declares that he does not believe 
that the premium payers appreciate how 
much they are contributing to taxes 
through the medium of premiums paid. 
A committee has been appointed to go 
into the subject thoroughly and exhaus- 
tively. 

Personnel of Committee 

The committee consists of President 
Haley Fiske of the Metropolitan Life, 
F. Highlands Burns, president of the 
Maryland Casualty; Vice-President C. 
A. Ludlum of the Home of New York, 
Prof. S. S. Huebner of the University of 
Pennsylvania and C. A. Brown of the 
Texas Oil Company. H. A. Smith, pres- 
ident of the National Fire of Hartford, 
is a member of the ccmmittee ex- 
officio. The committee will get together 
some time next month and outline the 
work and devise plans for the investiga- 
tion. 





that such a rule might be all right in 
the large cities, but that sole agencies 
should prevail in the smaller points. He 
said that new agencies are being cre- 
ated all the time for annexes. Mr. 
Housell declared that the companies 
should go on record as to their policy 
toward multiple agencies and should 
help the agents work out a suitable 
plan. He declared that the companies 
that have organized underwriters’ 
agencies in recent years would get in 
line if the older ones would. 
D. A. Mullen Speaks 


D. A. Mullen of Tulsa, Okla., said 
that in the adoption of sole agencies in 
that town the agents gave the com- 
panies eight months’ notice to get in 
line. His agency resigned the Home of 
New York because the Home would not 
give up its underwriters. He said that 
if a local board is fair and reasonable 
and desires to clean out underwriters’ 
agencies it can do it. He contended 
that the multiple agencies are harmful 
in their effect on the American agency 
system. 

Fred B. Ayer of Cleveland in com- 
menting on the vote that was taken as 
to the number representing under- 
writers’ agencies said that it was dis- 
couraging to find that 50 percent of 
those present had these annexes in their 
offices. He declared that if the agents 
desire to get rid of annexes they must 
be sincere and refuse to represent them. 
Mr. Ayer said that in his opinion the 
National Association of Insurance 
Agents represents about 80 percent of 
the fire premiums written in the coun- 
try. If the membership believes that 
underwriters’ agencies and multiple 
agencies are an evil, they should refuse 
to represent annexes. He said such a 
course would cure the situation. Mr. 
Ayer declared that companies can afford 
to maintain underwriters’ agencies so 
long as they are being fed. The com- 
panies are eager to get additional pre- 
miums. If they can get them through 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 31) 


BANK ISSUE COMES UP 





MUCH INTEREST IN SUBJECT 





Protest Is Made by Number of Men at 
the Recent Hot Springs 
Convention 





The bank agency issue that has been 
before the National Asscciation of In- 
surance Agents for some time will not 
down. At the mid-year convention at 
Richmond, Va., a few years ago the 
National association went on record as 
being opposed to the further extension 
of bank agencies. The issue came to a 
climax at Louisville, Ky., when the big 
controversy arose with the Firemen’s, 
resulting in Booker & Kinnaird with- 
drawing from the Louisville Board and 
sticking to the Firemen’s. Mr. Case said 
at the Hot Springs meeting last week 
that either the Firemen’s was wrong or 
the National association was wrong in 
Louisville. He said there could be no 
middle ground nor no unsettled condi- 
tion. Owing to the fact that he felt the 
National association was in the right he 
announced to the conventioners that he 
had resigned the agency of the National- 
Ben Franklin of Pittsburgh which was 
recently purchased by the Firemen’s. 


Will Review Louisville Situation 


The Louisville situation came up at 
the convention. J. A. Viglini, president 
of the Louisville Board, stated that 
Hyatt Brgthers of Louisville, which 
controls a number of business concerns 
in its offices, had taken the agency of 
the Firemen’s and has licensed its vari- 
ous employes. It was decided to have 
the Louisville Board prepare a brief 
history of the Louisville controversy 
and bring it up to date. 

The bank subject broke out again 
when Manager Charles H. Post of the 
Caledonian sent a letter to the associa- 
tion concerning the issue at Harrisburg, 
ill., where that company and the Liver 
pool & London & Globe had pulled out 
of the First Trust & Savings Bank 
agency because of the protest of the 
local agents there and the National as- 
sociation, but called attention to the fact 
that other companies still remain. 


Competition in Small Towns 


J. R. Martin of Sweetwater, Tenn., 
stated that he was confronted with bank 
agency competition even in the smaller 
towns. Mr. Martin said that these coun- 
try banks were demanding the insur- 
ance where loans were made. They had 
a big advantage in knowing the financial 
condition of depositors. Where any 
sort of an accommodation was asked, 
the bank had the commanding position 
as to insurance. He said that where 
farm notes were taken, for example, 
and discounted at the bank, the bank 
would thus learn the date of expiration 
and would solicit the insurance. Mr. 
Martin said that he was at a loss what 
course to pursue. Clyde Smith of Lans- 
ing, Mich., suggested that where bank 
competition becomes strong, it would be 
a good idea for the local agents to 
threaten to organize another bank. In 
some cases the insurance department 
can bring pressure to bear or the state 
association’s grievance committee might 
do some good by getting in touch with 
the companies in the bank agency. 


Minneapolis Bank Issue 


While the case was not brought to 
the floor of the convention, it is known 
that the bank issue has arisen at Minne- 
apolis where the South Side State Bank 
has been purchased by the Northwest- 
ern National Bank of Minneapolis, one 
of the largest in the city. The South 
Side Insurance Agency has been organ- 
ized to take over the insurance business 
of the South Side State Bank. When 
the South Side Insurance Agency ap- 
plied for membership, the membership 
committee of the Minneapolis Local 











Agents’ Association turned it down al- 
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NEW YORK, Oct. 11.—Alfred L. 
Murritt, formerly assistant secretary in 
the coast department of the Continental, 
has returned to the organization as sec- 
retary and Charles C. McCarthy, for- 
merly with the North British, has been 
appointed assistant secretary of the Fi. 
delity-Phenix and American Eagle. The 
Farmers of Cedar Rapids after its capi- 
tal has been increased to ee 000 will 
immediately be entered in California 
and will be under the management of 
Secretary Breeden and Assistant Secre- 
tary Grove of the Continental. 


. << 
Charles H. Post, United States man- 
ager of the Caledonian, sailed today to 
visit the home office in Edinburgh. Last 
Saturday he was the guest of honor at 
the 50th anniversary of the Hook and 
Ladder Company at Ellenville, N. Y,, 
which he helped organize. 

xk -h- x 
Richard Gibson continues as secre- 
tary of the Eagle Indemnity, but with 
this exception all the new officers named 
by the Royal Indemnity serve in like 

capacity for the Eagle Indemnity. 
x x & 


The Standard of New York has been 
licensed in Massachusetts, New Jersey 
and Pennsylvania and has applied for 
admission to other states. Woodward 
& Williamson have been named as 
agents at Jersey City. 

i % 


It was announced by the United 
States district attorney at Duluth that 
he will ask for a special federal grand 
jury to investigate ever 100 fictitious 
claims arrgegating about $3,000,000, 
which had been filed against the United 
States Railroad Administration as a re- 
sult of the ee in the fall of 1918, 

* 


The Gainesville Douglas Industrial 
Insurance Company of Gainesville, Fla., 
with George W. Hawkins as president 
and Charles S. Chestnut, vice-president, 
and the Peninsular Insurance Company 
of Miami, which will be organized by 
J. M. Graham, Harry B. Graham and 
Guy F. Sinclair, have been granted 
charter in Florida, the capitalizations 
being $1,000,000 for the Gainesville com- 
pany and $500,000 for the Miami com- 
pany. 

* * x 

Counsel for 27 fire insurance compa- 
nies involved in the loss on Jan. 17, in 
the fire at the Economy Department 
Store of Camden, N. J., has filed against 
its three joint proprietors charges of 
arson in connection with a suit for the 
recovery of $85,000 insurance. It was 
charged by the counsel for the insur- 
ance companies that the inventory pre- 
pared by the proprietors had been 
padded after the stock had been de- 
stroyed. 








though the South Side State Bank had 
a membership. This undoubtedly will 
bring up bank issue sharply in that city. 
The First National Bank of Minneapolis 
is extending its operations in the city. 
It is establishing a branch or two. The 
First National Bank bought a couple of 
outlying banks and this led to the 
Northwestern National buying _ the 
South Side State Bank. 





PUBLIC GARAGE COMMISSIONS 


The attention of companies has been 
called to the matter of commissions on 
public garages in Western Union terri- 
tory. While the rule was changed re- 
cently to allow term insurance on brick 
public garages, the commission remains 
15 percent on this class of whatever 
construction. It is alleged that some 
companies and their field men are labor- 
ing under the idea that 20 percent com- 
mission may be allowed for brick build- 
ings of this class and these companies 
have been asked to govern themselves 
accordingly as well as properly instruct 
their field men. 
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LARGE CITIES AGENTS 
ON ACQUISITION COST 


Claim That Companies Are Asking 
Them to Make All the 
Sacrifice 


PROTEST OF CHICAGO MEN 


Say That Unanimous Agreement of the 
Joint Conference Committee Has 
Been Entirely Disregarded 


‘ 


The agents in the “excepted cities” in 
the west, Chicago, Milwaukee, Cleve- 
land, Cincinnati, St. Louis and Louis- 
ville, are all very much aroused over 
the proposed program of the Western 
Union in reducing acquisition cost in 
these The agents from these 
cities who were in attendance at the 
Hot Springs meeting of the National 
Association of Agents held 
a conference to see whether a uniform 
program could be agreed upon. It was 
found that each city presented many in- 
dividual differences and peculiar condi- 
tions that it would be impossible to 
recommend a line of action that would 
apply in all. 

The Chicago agents claim that their 
committee conferred with regard to the 
local situation in that city with a com- 


cities. 


Insurance 


mittee from the Western Union and 
Western Insurance Bureau and_ the 
jomt committee unanimcusly agreed 


upon a program. The Chicago agents 
take the position that this program has 
been entirely disregarded and hence 
take the position that they have been 
treated unfairly. 

Opinion of the Agents 


The general opinion among the agents 
in the “excepted cities” is that they are 
willing to enter into an alliance to re- 
duce the acquisition cost in their sev- 
eral centers. They feel, however, that 
before the companies reduce commis- 
sions to agents, they should take the 
initiative in adjusting other conditions 
that will tend to reduce the acquisition 
cost and lead up gradually to reduction 
in commission. Each of the cities pre- 
sents certain peculiarities, although 
Louisville is probably as free from com- 
plicated machinery as any. 

The agents declare that in the first 
place the companies should agree to 
some reasonable limitation of agencies. 
The agents assert that the companies 
are running wild in appointing agents 
in the “excepted cities” and have their 
underwriters’ agencies as well as the 
Parent companies in getting additional 
Tepresentation. This has increased com- 
Petition and has reduced the authority 
and responsibility of agents. ; 

Want Salaried Office Limited 


Again, the agents say that the sal- 
aried office in the large city must be put 
on a basis where it will kave no advan- 
tage over the agency on a commission 
basis. In some cities there are brokers 
and solicitors and sub-agents. These 
cannot be cut off immediately. The lo- 
cal agents say that they have built up 
their machinery and their facilities to 
take care of business on the present 
scale. To make a change abruptly 
would create a loss to the agents them- 
selves and those depending on them. 

€ agents say that the companies 
should assist them in solvine local prob- 
lems that must be met all along the 
wav before the commission readjust- 
Ments be put in place. 


Want Evils Corrected First 


If the evils are corrected, if the prob- 
‘ms are solved and proper adiustment 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE 19) 





TWO MAJOR ISSUES UP 


GEORGE D. MARKHAWM’S VIEWS 


Multiple Agencies and Large Lines 
Written by Companies Are Said 
to Be Menace 


At the Hot Springs meeting of the 
National Association of Insurance 
Agents, George D. Markham of St. 
Louis, ex-president of the association, 
called attention to certain conditions in 
the agency field that augur no good for 
the future. Mr. Markham said that the 
National association is primarily based 
on the power of right. It has’ no com- 
pulsory power. It does possess the 
power to state a truth clearly so that 
members will be able to pursue the 
right course. If local agents are 
patriotic and loyal to their calling, they 
will follow the road of truth. 


Two Major Issues 


There are two major issues before the 
agents today that he thinks deserve 
special attention, they being multiple 
agencies in which is involved the annex 
evil and the large lines that companies 
are writing, Regarding multiple agen- 
cies Mr. Markham said that he believed 
that it is time to return to the old days 
of sanity. The local agents years ago 
held relations of responsibility and 
authority with their companies. He said 
that undoubtedly a reduction in the 
multiple agency plan would mean lower 
commissions and yet would give agents 
higher authority and greater dignity. 

Large Line Practice 


Commenting on the large lines being 
written by the companies he said that 
the agents themselves had demanded 
that their own companies take care of 
their offerings. Therefore they insist 
on their companies writing large chunks 
of business that are presented to them. 
This, he said, means the starvation of 
medium-sized and small companies and 
the building up of a few tremendous 
groups. Mr. Markham said that the 
old plan of interchange of business 
among agencies has entirely disap- 
peared. This has taken away the 
opportunity of agents conferring and 
getting together as they once did. Mr. 
Markham sees a great danger in the 
business being confined to a few large 
units. He called attention to the great 
mass of liability that is being written 
by these large companies in congested 
centers. He said that the amount at 
risk is far more than all their assets. 
They are compelled to depend on rein- 
surance in foreign companies which 
people really know very little about. He 
asked the question whether this was 
safe and sane underwriting. He won- 
ders whether the public realizes the 
danger of such a practice. Mr. Mark- 
ham took the position that it is time to 


GREAT AMERICAN MOVE 
DECLARES STOCK DIVIDEND 
Stockholders to Receive Distribution of 


25 Percent, Increasing Capital to 
$12,500,006 





NEW YORK, Oct. 11—A stock div- 
idend of 25 percent has been declared 
by the Great American Fire. The com- 
pany at present has capital of $10,000,- 
000, and a distribution of a 25 percent 
stock dividend will increase the capital 
to $12,500,000, giving the company the 
largest capital stock of any insurance 
organization in America. The Home of 
New York a few years ago doubled its 
capital from $6,000,000 to $12,000,000, 
placing it in the lead. There have been 
rumors for some time in New York 
that the Great American contemplated 
an increase in its capital stock. Great 
American stock has been on the up- 
grade for the past two months. About 
three months ago it was quoted on the 
New York market at $260 a share, par 


$100. New York quotations yesterday 
were $292. Apparently those on the in- 
side have been actively buying the 


stock, anticipating the cutting of a 
melon. J. K. Rice, Jr.. & Co., New York 
brokers, have dealt in Great American 
stock extensively, and are today wiring 
large stockholders of the Great Ameri- 
can’s action, and offering to buy or sell. 


1 _ He said 
for sacrifice on the 
agents but it should be 


get back nearer to net lines. 
that this will call 
part of the 
made. 

_ Many local agents feel that the large 
line practice is one of the prime causes 
of multiple agencies, especially in the 
large cities. Before companies took 
such huge slices of business and the 
interchange of business was in effect, 
they got a widely distributed business 
because their own agents in interchange 


were able to secure excess lines from 
other agents. Now they have to rely 
on their own agency which does not 


give them a proper distribution although 
it does give them a great liability com- 
ing from one agency. The companies, 
therefore in order to get a larger dis- 
tribution in a city appoint other agents. 

One local agent in commenting on 
the multiple agency practice said that it 
is up to an agency to give a company 
its proper premium income in a city. 
lf it ranks for instance 10th in the 
United States in point of premium 
income, then in any city it should rank 
10th. If a local agency is not able to 
give it sufficient premiums to entitle it 
to that rank it then cannot be criticized 
for appointing another agent in order 
to get its just income. The trouble 
with a number of companies, he said, is 
that they are trying to get more than 
| that to which they are entitled. 











| CONDENSED NEWS OF THE WEEK 














The multiple agency and annex ques- 
tion before the National Association of 
Insurance Agents creates much interest. 

“ eS 


Large cities local agents in the west 
make loud protest against action of the 
Western Union in seeking to bring about 
a reduction in commissions without ref- 
erence to local agents. 

Aroused interest is felt in the 
agency issue before the National 
ciation of Insurance Agents. 

*k *K Ox 

Superintendent Miller of the District 
of Columbia advocates a new system of 
insurance taxation for companies op- 
erating in the district. 

te ste 

Superintendent Hyde of Missouri has 
issued an order for a 10 percent rate re- 
duction in that state. 

* * * 

Casualty companies secure rehearing 
of Illinois tax case before state supreme 
court. 


bank 
Asso- 


James li. Madden, manager of the In- 
surance Department of the United States 


Chamber of Commerce, has appointed a 
committee to study the subject of insur- 
ance taxation from the _ policyholders 
standpoint. 

The arson committee of the National 
Board is making an investigation of the 
| St. Louis conditions. 

*K * + 

The semi-annual meeting of the West- 
ern Insurance Bureau is being held this 
week at Briar Cliff, N. Y. 

*K * * 

Flurry over action taken by Commis- 
sioner Donaldson of Pennsylvania on 
Columbian National Fire of Lansing. 

* ‘ * 

Milford E. Jewett, vice-president of th> 

Royal Indemnity, is elected president. 
*x* « * 


The New Mexico Insurance Agents 
Association was formed after a two day 
meting this week with G. G. Fleming 
of Las Vegas as president. 

Burglary Insurance Underwriters As- 
sociation faces new crises, two members 
having resigned following bonus plan of 
Travelers. 








ILLINOIS FIELD MEN» 
DEFENDING POSITION 


Complain of Being Unjustly Criti- 
cized for Appointing Bank 
Agency at Harrisburg 


COMPANIES’ SIDE OF CASE 


Say Agencies in Banks in Smaller 
Towns Cannot Be Legislated 
Out of Business 


National Associa- 
tion of can go in 
regulating the bank 
agencies in smaller towns is a question 
that is being discussed by agents and 
representatives of companies who at- 
tended the recent annual meeting of the 
organization at Hot Springs, Ark. Dur- 
com- 


Just how far the 


Insurance Agents 


establishing of 


ing the course of the meeting 
plaint was made against the entrance 
into the field of a new bank agency 
at Harrisburg, Ill. Some of the agents 
in that city who heard of the establish- 
ment of an insurance department in the 
First Trust & Savings Bank at Harris- 
burg complained to the National Asso- 
ciation. The organization took up with 
the companies in the agency the ques- 
tion of withdrawing, and the Liverpool 
& London & Globe and the Caledonian 
pulled out because ot the apparent hos- 
tility of the National Association. 


How Agency Was Created 


At the Hot Springs meeting it de- 
veloped that the Yorkshire, Commercial 
Union and Niagara were still in the 
agency. THE NATIONAL UNDERWRITER 
interviewed the Illinois field representa- 
tives of the three companies for the 
purpose of ascertaining their attitude 
toward bank agencies in smaller cities. 
The First Trust & Savings Bank at 
Harrisburg recently took over the State 
Savings Bank and the Saline Trust & 
Savings Bank. This consolidation 
brought to the First Trust & Savings 


Bank more employes than it could 
use in its regular banking depart- 
ment. Accordingly, it was decided to 


organize a real estate and insurance de- 
partment, and to use some of the em- 
ployes brought to the bank through the 
merger in the new department. Vice- 
Presidents Murphy, Davenport and Lee 
are licensed individually by the Illinois 
insurance department, although the 
agency is conducted in the name of the 
bank. One Illinois field man states that 
both Mr. Murphy and Mr. Davenport 
were writing some insurance on the 
side before their affiliation with the 
bank of which they are now vice-presi- 
dents. 
Defense of Position 


A field man for one of the companies 
still in the agency says regarding the 
criticisms made at Hot Springs: “The 
National Association of Insurance 
Agents can never regulate the planting 
of bank agencies. Harrisburg is a 
town of something over 7,000 people. 
This bank, which is progressive and live, 
decides to go in the real estate, insur- 
ance and loan business. It is going to 
write some insurance, and if it does not 
write for the company that I represent, 
it will write for some other company. 
There is no getting away from the fact 
that the bank will have no difficulty in 
getting company representation. I 
have a chance to put my company in 
the bank, and I do it. I wonder if 
the National Association of Insurance 
Agents would rather have me appoint a 
barber, or a lime and cement dealer, or 
a livery stable proprietor instead of a 
high-class bank agency? Two of the 
other leading agencies in Harrisburg 
are banks. The banks write the bulk 
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of the business in all of the towns 
throughout the middle west of the size 
of Harrisburg. You cannot get away 
from the fact that in all of the smaller 
cities the banks are operating insurance 
departments, and whether they are in 
the names of the banks or individuals 
makes no difference. The banks are, 
in effect, in the insurance business, and 
they are going to stay in the business.” 
“Can’t Drive Them Out” 


Another field man of one of the ¢om- 
panies still in the agency said: “We 
went into this agency because we could 
not get representation with any other 
good office in Harrisburg. Southern 
Illinois is not the most desirable place 
in the world to operate, and a company 
that is represented in southern Illinois 
has to rely upon its agents a great deal 
for selection. An office like the First 
rust & Savings Bank at Harrisburg 
will give us a very good classification. 
W e will get the right kind of business. 
which is more than might be said of us 
if we were to appomt some others in 
Harrisburg that we might be able to 
induce to represent us. Here is a first- 
class agency doing a loan business and 
a real estate business, and the men 
operating the insurance and real estate 
department are high grade, intelligent 
individuals. There are thousands of 
agencies just like this all over the coun- 
try. The National Association of In- 
surance Agents, or ariy other insurance 
Organization, 1s never going to be able 
to drive them out of business. 

“Others Should Quit” 


“I can understand that it is unethical 
and dangerous to have big banks in the 
large cities in the insurance business as 
direct competitors of agents. In Chi- 
cago, lor instance, it would be a calamity 
if the Continental & Commercial Bank 
opened an insurance department. But 
in the smaller towns the business er 
tates to the banks, anyway. 
It in connection with their loans and 
their real estate activities. The three go 
together. In many smaller towns an 
agent cannot survive who tries to 


C avi- 
I hey get 


agent ci su oper- 
ate in competition with an active, pros- 
perous bank. We are in this bank 


agency because it is a good place to be 
and if we get out, then all companies in 
all bank agencies in all towns of similar 
size should immediately withdraw and 
appoint anyone else in the town ’ 
might be able to 
the bank.” 


they 
get not connected with 


Cites Building and Loans 


The third field man whose 
has remained in the First 
ings Bank agency said, 
tion is to be taken by the National As- 
sociation toward banks, why not get 
after the building and loan associations? 
I know many towns where building and 
loan associations are actually stronger 
financially than the banks. Yet they are 
writing the business unmolested. — No- 
body criticizes them. The secretary of 
a building and loan association won't 
lend any money unless he is allowed to 
write the insurance. The fact is, it is 
impractical and ridiculous to try to rout 
cut bank agencies in little towns, A 
bank agency rule may be all right for a 
large city where there are powerful 
financial institutions that have no legiti- 
mate place in the real estate and insur- 
ance business, but when it comes to the 
small towns, the National Association 
will find itself butting its head up against 
the stone wall when it tries to eliminate 
bank agencies.” 


company 
Trust & Say- 
“If such a posi- 


Would Quit Under Fire 


In spite of the rather spirited defense 
that the three field men made, all adad- 
mitted that if the question becam?2 warm, 
and the National Association were in- 
clined to press the matter, they would 
withdraw from the agency. They ap- 
parently do not care to have any great 
amount of adverse criticism directed 
against their companies, and rather than 
permit a great deal of unfavorable pub- 
licity to be directed against them, they 
would take their companies out of the 
agency. The National Association has 
not objected so much to companies be- 
ing planted in bank agencies as it has to 
the apparent willingness on the part of 
companies to enter a newly created bank 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 14) 
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RSON PROBE STARTED 


NATIONAL BOARD TAKES HAND 





Investigators in St. Louis to Look Into 
Suspicious Fires—General Record 
Bad for Year 


ST. LOUIS, MO., Oct. 10. — The 
large increase in suspicious fires in St. 
Louis and environs in recent weeks has 
attracted attention of the National 
Board and two of its investigators, A. E. 
Wheat of the Chicago office and Wil- 
iiam F. Ryan of New York, have been 
dispatched to this city to cooperate 
with Sergeant William Murphy, in 
charge of the arson squad of the St. 
Louis police department. 

Mr. Ryan, in discussing the arson 
situation in St. Louis said that there 
has been a general increase in suspi- 
cious conflagrations throughout the 
country and that St. Louis has contrib- 
uted its share of the irregular fires. 


Bad Record for Year 


“The year 1921 was the worst in the 
history of the National Board so far 
as arson fires go,” said Mr. Ryan, “and 
during the first six months of 1922 
there was a further increase in the num- 
ber of crooked fires. However, there 
has been a let up during the past few 
months, but on the whole 1922 prob- 
ably will show as poor a record as last 
year. 

“The general business depression, the 
slump in the woolen and cotton market 
and the revolutionary changes that 
occurred in women’s styles were con- 
tributing factors. The greatest num- 
ber of ‘off’ fires broke out in the loft 
buildings of the larger cities where 
manufacturers of ladies’ ready to wear 
articles were caught with large stocks 
of woolens and piece goods on hand. 
Facing ruin financially the proprietors 
of many such establishments took a 
chance by burning out. In some in- 
stances there are as many as a dozen 
firms interested in a shop and it is very 
hard to fix the responsibility for a fire. 
The evidence would be purely circum- 
stantial, and while we were certain that 
a fire was crooked we couldn’t place 
our hands on the person responsible 
because there were so many others in- 
terested in the place who benefitted 
through the fire by collecting insurance. 

“Conditions in St. Louis were no dif- 
ferent in that respect than in Chicago, 
New York, Philadelphia and other large 
cities.” 

St. Louis Situation 

An insurance man in discussing the 
fire situation in St. Louis said that the 
losses for the first six months of 1922 
probably would total $2,000,000. 

“With annual premiums of $4,500,00G@ 
you can readily see how serious the 
local situation is,” he said. “There is 
not the slightest question that the pro- 
prietors of some of the manufacturing 
plants along Washington avenue and 
of retail dry goods and shoe stores in 
various parts of the city have set fire 
to their places to collect insurance so 
as to obtain ready capital with which 
to continue in business. 

“Many fires have broken out in the 
loft buildings along Washington avenue 
late Saturday afternoons. The fire dam- 
age would be comparatively slight, but 
the loss from water would mount up in 
large figures. Invariably there would 
be six or more establishments with 
claims for water damage and their lists 
always asked for 80 percent loss. Later 
they would accept payment on a lower 
basis. 

Not All Irregular 

“Of course all of such fires were not 
irregular, and some of those who suf- 
fered loss through fires that looked bad 
were innocent of any possible blame. 
But it is remarkable that within a few 
days after losses on one of these fires 
were fixed up another fire would occur 
in the same district.” 





NATIONAL UNDERWRITER 


October 12, 1929 











NEW SCHEME OUTLINED 


“READ YOUR POLICY WEEK” 


New York Association of Insurance 
Agents Sets Machinery in Motion 
for Educational Work 


Frank L. Gardner of Poughkeepsie, 
N. Y., president of the New York Asso- 
ciation of Insurance Agents, gave a 
talk before the National association con- 
vention at Hot Spring's, last week, tell- 
ing about the plans that his association, 
has made to promote “Read Your 
Policy Week.” Mr. Gardner explained 
that officers of the New York state 
association felt that every means should 
be taken to encourage assureds to read 
their policies and thus become more 
conversant with their provisions. He 
said that the advertising men of fire 
companies were called in conference 
and promised to use their ingenuity and 
genius in making the plan a_ success. 

With the help of these advertising 
men, some of the newspaper men and 
the officers of the New York association 
a series of articles have been prepared 
to be published in papers in various 
localities, 

Prizes to School Children 


Furthermore, President Gardner said 
that the state association. was recom- 
mending that local agents offer prizes 
to school children for the best answers 
to questions based on the fire insurance 
policy. Naturally, he said, these chil- 
dren will go home and ask their fathers 
to answer these questions. They will 
not be able to do so and will get out 
their policies ‘and read them over. He 
thinks that this plan will have a mighty 
good effect on the children and on the 
policyholders. : 

President Gardner said that articles 
in papers telling automobile owners how 
to adjust their carburetors are always 
read with interest. So are articles by 
expert golfers on how to play golt. 
People will read such stuff. If just as 
interesting reading material is provided 
as to insurance policies, he said, policy- 
holders will read it. Another by-prod- 
uct of “Read Your Policy” week will be 
the fact that undoubtedly some policy- 
holders in going over their contracts 
will find the peculiar conditions in the 
policies of mutuals and reciprocals. 

Glens Falls Booklet 


“Read Your Policy” week will be ob- 
served throughout New York state dur- 
ing the week of Oct. 30. Undoubtedly 
this plan will grow. The fire insurance 
in force in this country 1s approxi- 
mately $80,000,000,000. The Glens Falls 
has gotten out a 72-page booklet en- 
titled “The Fire Insurance Policy — 
What It Means.” This explains the 
standard policy and is educational. 





North America’s Building Plans 

The North America is expected to 
begin the erection of its new home office 
building early in January on the Park- 
wav at the intersection of Arch and 
Sixteenth streets, Philadelphia. William 
Steele & Sons still occupy part of the 
site, which the North America has been 
buying piece-meal for more than a year. 
The new structure will be 20 stories 
high and will house the Indemnity and 
the Alliance as well as the North Amer- 
ica itself. Offices will be retained at 
Third and Walnut streets as long as 
that district remains the insurance cen- 
ter of Philadelphia, although there is 
some feeling that this center may shift 
to the Parkway in the not distant future. 

The erection of a new building was 
decided upon, according to Vice-Presi- 
dent John O. Platt, because the com- 
pany’s growing business demanded 
more floor space and a more pretentious 
structure. The Parkway site was 
selected because of its accessibility to 
the center of the city and because it 1s 
within a stone’s throw of the Broad 
Street station. 





S. E. U. A. FATE UP TO 
VIRGINIA CONFERENCE 





Success of Commissioner Button’s 
“Secession” Plan Might Dis- 
rupt That Body 





OTHERS TO FOLLOW LEAD 


Southeastern Organization Already in 
Conflict With Several Super- 
vising Officials 





NEW YORK, Oct. 11.—The confer- 
ence called here today to deal with the 
Virginia situation and the separation 
ideas of Commissioner Joseph Button 
of that state promises to have an im- 
portant bearing on the future of the 
Southeastern Underwriters’ Association, 
The fact that the Virginia commissioner 
has been the moving spirit in seeking 
to influence the National Board to take 
up rating as a function or else to influ- 
ence its companies to establish central 
rating bureaus, having jurisdiction over 
all rates in every state, makes the Vir- 
ginia conference a particularly touchy 
proposition. 

Some people argue that there is no 
reason for Commissioner Button to take 
the bull by the horns at the present 
time with the idea of helping Virgina 
to secede from the “solid south,” but 
there are others who point out. that 
probably the Virginia commisisoner 
realizes that it is likely to be a long 
time before it would be possible to es- 
tablish a central rating bureau for the 
entire United States, and such being 
the case, he thinks it is only justice 
to his own state to ease up its rating 
troubles at this time. 

Would Mean Disintegration 


As a matter of fact, if the state of 
Virginia should now throw off the yoke 
of the S. E. U. A. it is highly probable 
that the disintegration of the associa- 
tion could not help but soon follow. 
This is because the majority of the 
southern insurance commissioners, who 
have to deal with the S. E. U. A. are not 
favorably inclined toward this rating 
organization, which, perkaps more than 
any other .company association of its 
class, has only too frequently been in 
conflict with some one or other of the 
state commissioners. Underwriters ex- 
plained this situation by saying that the 
reason that S. E. U. A. methods have 
been complained of so frequently is be: 
cause they are distinctly misunderstood 
by the supervising authorities of the 
various states. In fact, Virginia is prob- 
ably not the only state now in the S. E. 
U. A. which under present conditions 
would prefer to go it alone and have 
in its own limits a state rating bureau 
such as is now required by law in New 
York, New Jersey and several other 
states. 

Effect of Georgia Losses 


It has often been charged that the 
S. E. U. A. is really a one-state affair, 
anyway, and that the preponderance Oo! 
representatives from Georgia on all its 
committees necessarily indicates that it 
ic the Georgia influence which makes 
the rates for the whole territory. This 
would not be so bad, underwriters say. 
were it not for the fact that Georgia 
has always been considered a most un 
profitable state from the standpoint of 
fire underwriting and that is the reason 
that some of the other states feel that 
their citizens are being discriminated 
against and are virtually “paying the 
freight” for Georgia losses. Some 
agents in the southern states freely pre- 
dict that if the loss experience 0 


Georgia alone were the controlling fac- 
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- HENRI F. DAVID, Secretary WM. J. LEMP, JR., Treasurer 


The Indemnity Company of America 


Writing Exclusively Automobile Insurance 


Fire, Theft, Liability, Property Damage, Collision Coverage 
WRITTEN IN ONE CONTRACT 





A company owned and managed by men of twenty 
years of general agency experience, with under- 
writers who speak the Agent's language and 
understand their Assured’s needs. 


Special Rates On Private and Pleasure Type Motors 


Second Floor, Pierce Bldg., ST. LOUIS, MO. 





CH. A. LEMP, President E. C. THOMPSON, Vice-Pres. and Gen. Mgr. 








Commonwealth Insurance Agency Company 


Second Floor, Pierce Bldg., ST. LOUIS, MO. 








REPRESENTING 
The National Surety Company Indemnity Company of America 
Commercial Union of New York Glens Falls Royal, St. Paul 
Aetna Fire L. & L. Globe Orient Queen Liberty Fire | 








Missouri State Life (Accident and Life Dept.) 


E. V. THOMPSON CH. A. LEMP H. F. DAVID 
President Vice-President Secretary 


‘““When the Loss Occurs, Commonwealth Insurance Being the Best Becomes the Cheapest.”’ 
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Well Worth 
The Effort 


Anything that the local agent of the 
Alliance can do that will increase 
the number of clients he has or in- 
crease the insurance on his present 
clients is well worth his every effort. 


The local agent who studies his 
company, who knows every line the 
company writes and who is able to 
use every facility the company has 
to offer is in an excellent position to 
go to any prospect. That type of 
local agent is able to offer an ex- 
ceptional insurance service in the 
Alliance that every client or prospect 
will value and appreciate. 


THE 


ALLIANCE INSURANCE COMPANY 


of Philadelphia, Pa. 


Policyholders’ 
Surplus 
$2,637,109.96 


Cash Capital 
$1,000,000.00 




















INSURANCE IN TWO COMPANIES UNDER ONE POLICY 


TWO CENTENARIANS 
an is gage 






PHILADELPHIA 


INSURANCE COMPANY OF NORTH AMERICA 
CASH CAPITAL, $5,000,000 


THE FIRE ASSOCIATION OF PHILADELPHIA 


CASH CAPITAL, $1,000,000 


WESTERN DEPARTMENT, 209 W. JACKSON BLVD., CHICAGO, ILL. 
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tor in rates promulgated for that state, 
the cost of insurance to its citizens 
would be materially increased. Under 


present conditions, since the S. E. U. A. 
handling of the territory makes it a 
purely regional proposition, the experi- 
ence is more or less thrown into a com- 
mon hopper and a general average is 
shown for the entire territory. While 
this is only partially true, others of the 
southern states think it would be dis- 
tinctly advantageous if they were able 
to stand on their own feet, and have 
their own opportunity to make rates 
through a rating bureau, based purely 
on state experience. 

Put State in Strange Position 


It is believed in New York that Com- 
missioner Button, who has consider- 
able native shrewdness, welcomes an 
opportunity to determine what can be 
done through a separation movement, 
believing perhaps that ever if the com- 
panies establish a central bureau for 
the whole country later on, his state 
with a separate rating bureau now, 
would be in an even stronger position 
to leave the S. E. U. A. than if com- 
pelled to hang with it. It was stated by 
a well-known underwriter in New York 
this week, that he believed that Virginia 
would be satisfied to join some other 
rating jurisdiction, perhaps the Middle 
Department, provided it seem imprac- 
ticable, after this conference, to estab- 
lish a separate rate bureau for Virginia. 
In any event, the Virginia insurance 
department seems to be preparing a 
definite stand to take, with the idea pos- 
sibly that some remedial legislation shall 
be introduced at the next session of the 
Virginia legislature. There will un- 
doubtedly be much opposition from sev- 
eral quarters to any separation for Vir- 
ginia, but it is safe to predict that the 
chief opponents of the plan would be 
those underwriters who realize that 
their own states, with Virginia outside, 
might well look forward to distinct ad- 
vances in rates in other portions of 
S. E. U. A. territory. Almost any sit- 
uation is likely to develop with so many 
uncertain quantities involved in the 
problem. 


Five Schedules in Use 


Those who know the situation in Vir- 
ginia at the present time, where there 
are five separate and distinct schedules 
in use, recall that Col. Button has been 
the strongest advocate before the Com- 
missioners’ Convention of some form of 
national rating organization and _ is 
credited with having initiated the move 


for putting the entire country under a 
single bureau. Now they say that with 


the genial! Virginia commissioner want- 
ing to get awav from the S. E. U. A. 
and compel uniformity in rating in the 
Old Dominion State, he might leave him- 
self open to charges of inconsistency if 
he pushes the move too far. 

It is pointed out for example that the 
so-called “Valley Schedule” used in Vir- 
ginia for the section running south from 
Washington to Richmond and to the 
border, is a most favorable one and 
cuotes much lower tariffs than those en- 
forced in the majority of the other sec- 


; ules are used, each predicated upon 
‘onditions peculiar to the particular 
territory involved, penalizing for its de- 
fects and crediting for its favorable fea- 
tures. 

They are now asking whether the per- 
sons who have had the benefit of the 
“Valley Schedule” for years, would relish 
being dumped hack with the other parts 
of the state, with the consequent in- 
crease in insurance rates, any more than 
does the State of Virginia relish being 
in the S. E. U. A. territory and feeling 
the effect of connection with several bad 
loss ratio states. 


RICHMOND AGENTS ASK DELAY 


RICHMOND, VA., Oct. 11.—That defi- 
nite action at the conference in New 
York between Commissioner Button of 


Virginia and executives of companies 
operating in this state with reference to 
the proposal to divorce Virginia from the 
Southeastern Underwriters Association 
be postponed for six months was the pur- 
port of a _ resolution adopted at the 
weekly meeting of the Richmond Fire 
Insurance Exchange. The resolution 
requested that each member of the 
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tions of the state where s¢narate sched-_ 


USE AND OCCUPANCY 
CONSERVES BUSINESS 


Value of Coverage to Manufactur. 
ing Plant Told by J. C. Barden 
of Automobile 


EMPLOYER CAN HOLD MEN 


Not Necessary to Start in With New 
Force—Benefits of Policy in Specific 
Cases Cited by Speaker 


NEW YORK, Oct. 10.—The con- 
servation of a man:facturer’s business 
is the aim of use and occupancy insur- 
ance as applied to an industrial plant, 
according to J. C. Barden of the home 
office of the Automobile of Hartford, 
who discussed this topic last week be- 
fore the class in insurance at the Aetna 
Life’s Brooklyn branch office. 

The speaker pointed cut how a use 
and occupancy policy helps the manu- 
facturer to hold his men for months 
after a fire has occurred and during the 
time that reconstruction work is under 
way. It is too frequently the case that 
valued employes, including foremen, su- 
perintendents and exccutives, drift away 
from a firm’s employ after a fire be- 
cause they have to find work somewhere 
else and competitors are only too will- 
ing to take advantage oi their services. 

Tried Employes Big Factor 


Mr. Barden pointed out how many 
an industrial leader, when his plant was 
again ready for occupancy, had been 
compelled to reorganize his mechanical 
force as well as his sales force and asa 
matter of fact start all over in business 
with new employes. An adequate use 
and occupancy policy takes care of such 
situations and proves that it is real 
“business interruption insurance” which 
has been secured. Loss of business is 
about the only thing which a use and oc- 
cupancy policy is not able to cover. It 
wili insure the salaries of employes, how- 
ever, whose services the manufacturer 
must have in order to again produce 
goods. 

Saves Some from Bankruptcy 


The speaker told how many a firm 
has been saved from possible bank- 
ruptcy by reason of a use and occupancy 
policy. Take the case of the American 
Hide & Leather Company, which was 
able to finish last year with a tidy bal- 
ance on the right side of the ledger due 
to an insurance policy. He also men- 
tioned the case of the Herrin coal mine 
in Illinois, whose owners had recovered 
under a riot and civil commotion policy 
some $62,000 for property damage, due 
to the rioting miners. Under a use and 
occupancy policy the same mine owners 


j were paid some $700 a day for a 90-day 


period. In fact, the $141,000 of insur- 
ance received’ by the Herrin mine own- 
ers aided materially in helping the mine 
to reopen after its disastrous exper! 
ence. 


Different Forms Explained 


Mr. Barden went on to: explain the 
different forms of use and occupancy I- 
surance in general use protecting 
against damage from fire, sprinkler leak- 
age, riot and civil commotion, etc. He 
showed how the rate of payment is cal 
culated on a per diem basis and said 
that a use and occupancy policy should 
also be taken out by a firm covering 
the plant of another corporation which 
manufactured parts for the use ol! the 
first firm, explaining that this was com- 
mon sense when the second firm sup- 
plied articles without which the frst 
firm would have to curtail its produc: 
tion, temporarily at least. 








He added that in the case of auto 
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Organized 


Cash Capital 
1829 


$1,000,000 





In the Other Fellow’s Shoes 


AN APPRECIATION of the local agent’s prob- 
lems, of the situations he encounters in the daily 
conduct of his business, of the demands upon him 
for prompt and just settlement when a loss occurs, 
has always inspired The Franklin Fire Insurance 
Company in its more than ninety years of co-opera- 
tion with local agents in providing sound insurance 
protection to property owners. 


IT’S PUTTING OURSELVES into “the other 
fellow’s shoes” to get a better understanding of his 


viewpoint so as to more helpfully serve both agent 
and assured. 


Franklin Fire 


Insurance Company 
of Philadelphia 


ELBRIDGE G. SNOW, President 











Automobile, Earthquake, Explosion, Fire and Lightning, Hail, Marine, Profits and 


Commissions, Rents, Rental Values, Registered Mail, Sprinkler Leakage, Tourists’ 
Baggage, Use and Occupancy, Windstorm. 








““YOU MAY DELAY, BUT TIME WILL NOT.’’—Benjamin Franklin 
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Selling a Town vs. 
Selling a Company 


Cleveland men started out 
with the determination to “sell” 
their town to everybody in the 
United States by setting a high 
standard and then making good. 
Now the town is “sold.” Cleve- 
land National Fire Insurance 
Company men have deter- 
mined to sell their brand 
“CLEVELAND” to every fire 
insurance agent in its field by 
doing the right thing at all 
times. The Cleveland National 
is growing because it deserves 
to grow. It makes its appeal 
to that stalwart middle western 
class of manhood that carries 
on no matter what the difficul- 
ties may be. 


Ohe 
Cleveland National Fire 


Insurance Company 
Cleveland, Ohio 


E. KIMBALL ARCHIBALD KEMP 


President Sec’y-Treas. and Managing Underwriter 
GUY E. WELLS WM. C. DOOLITTLE 
Vice-President Ass’t Sec’y-Treas. 




























mobile manufacturing, where so many 
different parts are made up by other 
manufacturers, a use and occupancy 
policy is so very valuable. He pro- 
duced a list with the names of some 100 
odd firms which produced parts for a 
Detroit automobile manufacturer and 
which, in case of damage to the various 
plants, would mean that the automobile 
manufacturer would probably not be 
able to fill his orders for cars. The same 
thing applies to other branches of manu- 
facturing where not all the appliances 
used by a firm are made by the firm 
itself. 
Field Searcely Scratched 


He added that the field for use and 
occupancy insurance had scarcely been 
scratched as yet for a general knowl- 
edge of its protecting features is sadly 
lacking. In the same way a sales or- 
ganization which depends upon the com- 
missions received for selling the goods 
of a certain firm has an insurable inter- 
est in its producing plant for without 
its output to sell the sales organiza- 
tion would be deprived of its income. 
This is another class of cases where a 
use and occupancy policy is advan- 
tageous. 

Some form of use and occupancy in- 
surance is really needed, according to 
the speaker, by every manufacturing 
plant. A regular use and occupancy 
policy covering mercantile establish- 
ments is also advantagecus, for every 
place doing business should be made a 
client for this line. 


Rental Insurance 


Mr. Barden turned his attention to 
rental insurance, saying that even a man 
who lives in a private house could well 
afford to take out this protection. The 
speaker called attention to the fire clause 
in most leases which provide for the can- 
cellation of the lease in the event of the 
premises becoming untenantable. Under 
such conditions the lessee often finds 
that he is suffering a distinct loss by 
reason of a fire. The tenant’s leasehold 
interest in his original lease, viz., the 
increased rental value of the premises 
he occupies in excess of the rental he 
pays under the terms of his lease, is 
naturally a valuable possession and one 
which it will be to his advantage to 
insure. Landlords have been known to 
rejoice that an unprofitable lease had 
been cancelled by a fire on the premises, 
for in fast growing communities it is 
often the case that rental values have 
doubled and quadrupled in a short period 
of years and the landlord knows that he 
can secure a much more profitable lease 
from another tenant. 

The speaker referred to the discon- 
tinuance of the writing of the valued 
form of policy for a specific period which 
the companies found impracticable in 
writing use and occupancy insurance. 
He discussed several of the clauses bear- 
ing on the subject and said that the 
actual net profits form which had been 
used in the last year is less open to crit- 
icism than any form previously devised 
by the company. Generally speaking, it 
provides that the payment for the total 
suspension of business shall be limited 
to the actual loss sustained. In other 
words a man has to prove his loss today, 
but the new plan is fairer both to‘the 
assured and to the company. 


Covering Seasonal Industries 


Mr. Barden touched upon, in passing, 
the seasonable form of use and occu- 
pancy insurance as many industries need 
this protection, especially if they are 
run at high production for a three or 
four-month period and if manufacturing 
is impossible during that limited period 
of time, the losses for the year are apt 
to be total. The use and occupancy pol- 
icy is based on 300 days’ coverage and 
the broker should determine from the 
applicant when he applies for the policy 
what the net profits of the business are 
and what are its fixed charges, above 
everything else. In this way he can 
obtain a good idea of what the actual 
loss is likely to be in case of a fire or 
other disaster which halts production. 


West Virginia Tax Ruling 


The state tax commissioner of West 
Virginia has held that insurance compa- 
nies taxed upon gross premiums are 
exempt from th operation of the gross 
sales tax law of West Virginia and thus 
are not required to make returns under 
this provision. The National Board has 
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MUCH INTEREST TAKEN 
IN ST. LOUIS LOSSES 





Blame for Unsatisfactory Local 
Conditions Is Placed on the 
Company Managers 


INFLUENCE OF THE AGENTs 


E. W. Bentley Declares That the Sit. 
uation Is Not Nearly So Noxious 
As Has Been Pictured 


ST. LOUIS, MO. Oct. 10:—Te 
story in THE NATIONAL UNDERWRITER 
last week regarding the loss adjustment 
situation in this city has created wide 
interest and comment among insurance 
men and adjusters. Your correspond- 
ent has gotten in touch with a number 
of the insurance people who feel that 
the conditions as set forth were some- 
what exaggerated and that some of the 
particular cases referred to had no rela- 


tion whatever to St. Louis, but were 
adjustments elsewhere. Taken as a 


class, the company adjusters in this 
city are very high grade men. No one 
can impeach the record of Manager 


Harry B. Fargo of the Western Ad- 
justment and A. A. Maloney of the 
Underwriters Adjusting Company, jor 
example. The same can be said of the 
leading independent adjusters. 


Adjusters Not Responsible 


Your correspondent believes that the 
adjusters themselves are not primarily 
responsible for the unsatisfactory con- 
ditions here. One man who is in very 
close touch with the loss situation gave 
it as his opinion that about $1,000,000 
of good hard money is paid out by the 
companies here over and above what 
they should. 

Undoubtedly there is very sharp com- 
petition for losses in this city. The 
company adjusters are eager for busi- 
ness. There is hard competition. This 
condition is well known to the brokers 
and local agents. Here in St. Louis 
there are large numbers of brokers and 
solicitors, some of them very poweriul 
and wielding great influence with their 
principals. The local agents therefore 
endeavor to get as liberal settlement as 
possible for their clients and naturally 
go as far as they dare with the adjust- 
ers. It happens in some cases that the 
brokers will go over the heads of their 
agents to the adjusters in the effort to 
get a satisfactory adjustment. 


Trouble at Company Headquarters 


The trouble, as your correspondent 
sees it, is largely at company headquar- 
ters. The companies could remedy the 
situation here on short order if they 
desired. When brokers and agents here 
find that they are not getting what they 
desire in the way of an adjustment with 
the adjusting offices they take the mat- 
ter up with company headquarters and 
usually get what they want. One com 
pany is pitted against another. Where 
a company is getting a profitable bust 
ness from an agency it listens very at 
tentively to the plea for greater liberal- 
ity in loss adjustments. If the com- 
panies want to get fair and square at- 
justments it seems to be the opinion 
of the adjusters here that they should 
keep hands off and leave it to the ad- 
justing bureaus and the independent ad- 
justers there would be much less waste. 
Naturally there are some cases where 
agents are able to influence the local 
adjusters to their own advantage. This 
probably is no worse in St. Louis that 
elsewhere. ; 

Undoubtedly there is more or less o 
a chain in which the local agent 














notified all members of this action. 


broker, the company adjuster, the pub- 
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What the Business Man Expects from the Agent 


James L. Madden, Manager, Insurance Department, 
Chamber of Commerce of the United States 


The business man today, who deals with agents, looks upon them in 
the capacity of insurance advisers. He expects them to use the various tech- 
nical resources and services available. He relies upon them to advise as to 
the right type of contracts and to see that his property has the proper 
kind of protection. 


Based on my conversations with business men, I am inclined to think 
that they expect, first, an agent must know his business, second, he must 
be sincere, third, he must give value in service for the commissions he receives 
from the insurance companies, fourth, he must really represent and pro- 
tect the policyholders’ interest, fifth, he should participate actively in the 
problems affecting business men collectively. 


Know the business better, give greater service, and protect 
the policyholders’ interest. Our Dean Schedule Corres- 
pondence Course will help you do all three. Get the 
booklet free. 


FIRE PROTECTION, 420 E. Fourth St., Cincinnati, Ohio. 
Gentlemen: 


I am interested in your 1922 revised Dean Schedule Correspondence Course and 
would like to have you send to me, without any obligation on my part, your 16-page 


booklet, “BUSINESS-GETTING KNOWLEDGE,” telling all about it. 

















Claims 


The remarkable growth of this Com- 
pany is due, to.a large extent, to the 
prompt, efhcient and satisfactory 
adjustment of claims. Territory: IIli- 
nois, Indiana, lowa, Michigan, Minn- 
esota, Missouri and Ohio. 


Michigan Automobile Insurance Company 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 


Surplus to policyholders $345,837.54 


A STOCK COMPANY 











and the contractor are 
linked. ‘The public adjusters here are 
active and very alert. Some of the 
public adjusters are exceedingly power- 
ful. They have alliance with the 
brokers whereby the brokers are paid 
fees for throwing business their way. 
It is not thought that this alliance ex- 
tends very greatly to the local agents 
themselves as is the case in many in- 
stances in Chicago, for example. 

The companies are endeavoring to 
solve the question of acquisition cost 
here in St. Louis and have some very 
dificult problems to deal with. Un- 
doubtedly they should take into con- 
sideration the adjustment situation here 
and check the waste. Missouri is beset 
with onerous laws and conditions that 
are difficult to overcome. Undoubtedly 
some adjustments are made because of 
the attitude of the courts and the au- 
thorities when there is a question as to 
liability and values. Companies are will- 
ing to have more iiberal settlements 
made than have to be defendants in a 
law suit. There are cases here where 
contractors and appraisers divide fees 
in order to get business. St. Louis has 
been more or less of a hot bed of in- 
cendiarism. 


lic adjuster 


E. W. BENTLEY'S VIEWS 
ST. LOUIS, MO.—To the Editor: 


We have’ read with a great deal of in- 
terest the article in the current edition 
of THe NATIONAL UNDERWRITER entitled 
“Want Conditions at St. Louis Cleared 
Up,” and in advance of any other state- 
ment we may say to you that we are in 
hearty accord with anything that may 
be done for the improvement of methods 
in handling losses in St. Louis. 

In point of service, the writer is 
probably the oldest adjuster in St. 
Louis and we have only been here 12 
years. During that time we have been 
able to render to the companies dis- 
tinctive service in the breaking up of 
three arson gangs and were _ instru- 
mental in securing i4 convictions and 
several confessions of persons who 
turned state’s evidence against their 
confederates. While it is true, perhaps, 
that we have paid some losses that we 
felt were crooked, and in some few in- 
stances we may have overpaid losses in 
order to avoid what appeared with cer- 
tainty disastrous litigation, yet we will 
lay our record alongside that of any 
other adjuster handling similar class of 
losses in a state where the written law 
and the decisions of the courts have ever 
been notoriously inimical to insurance 


companies’ interests. In all of the 12 
years’ experience but once have the 


companies represented by us suffered a 
severe defeat in the courts. 
Charges Advertising Propaganda 

We do not know who your corre- 
spondent or informant in the matter un- 
der discussion may be, and presume it 
would be useless to inquire. Nor are 
we able to identify the particular cases 
to which he refers. A study of the 
article as presented, particularly the ref- 
erence to the righteous adjuster, car- 
ries a breath of advertising propaganda 
with it that detracts from the desired 
effect of the preceding criticism and 
lends a pharisaical or “holier than thou” 
atmosphere to the entire article. 

To return to our salient, “the clean- 
ing up of St. Louis,’ we desire to say 
that we will bear our ratable propor- 
tion of the expense of a committee to 
visit: St. Louis at any time and render 
every assistance in our power to the 
making of any investigation that they 
may desire. We ask, in cur own behalf, 


that such a committee be appointed 
and sent to St. Louis. We assure them 
that the detail of every loss in which 


we have been interested since the organ- 
ization of the Bentley Adjustment Com- 
pany will be at their service. We have 
no doubt but that a similar courtesy 


will be extended the committee by every 
other adjuster doing business here. At 
the same time, the charges that com- 
pany adjusters pal with public adjust- 
ers here and sustain such intimate rela- 
tions with them may be investigated. 











E. W. BENTLEY. 


————— 
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TELLS OF FEDERATION, 
ORIGIN AND PURPOSES 





Public Relations of Insurance 
Discussed by A. N. 


Wold 


URGES COOPERATIVE WORK 





New Mexico Agents at Organization 
Meeting in Albuquerque Praised 
for Plans 


An outline of the origin and Purposes 
of the Insurance Federation of Amer- 
ica was given before the convention of 
insurance agents of New Mexico, meet. 
ing this week for organization purposes 
in Albuquerque, by Albert N. Wold, 
assistant secretary of the national body. 
Mr. Wold told of the eminent position 
held by insurance and yet the lack of 
cooperative efforts in the past in self- 
defense. He spoke of the dangers of 
state insurance and excessive taxation. 
Mr. Wold said in part: 
Effect of Insurance Strike 


W's know that business would be at 
a standstill if insurance should go on a 
strike. Not a train would move; not a 


ship would sail. The machines in fae- 
tories would be stilled; automobiles 
would be left in garages. Even the 


banker’s hand would be paralyzed—he 
would not know which would be the 
better policy: call a loan, the collateral 
support of which is unprotected by insur- 


ance, or pile the money in _ vaults 
deprived of burglary protection insur- 
ance. Indeed, the sense of security 
against misfortune, which the public 


enjoys, is given to it by insurance, The 
lamentable feature of it, however, is that 
the public in general is not acquainted 
with the fact. 


State Insurance Propaganda 


The insurance business’ has _ been 
affected perhaps as much as any busi- 
ness by the turbulence of ideas, theorirs 


and suggested reforms following the 
conclusion of the Great War. It must 
be confessed that while defeat was 


administered to the German military and 
naval forces, here and there in this 
country there has been a surrender to 
and acceptance of the ideas which pos- 


sessed and animated the Prussian 
bureaucratic mind. State industrialism 
is essentially Prussian in conception. 


The seeds of state insurance’ were 
embedded in th minds of thousands of 
Americans through German propaganda 
—propaganda which first attracted pub- 
lic notice when Count Von Bernstorff, 
German ambassador to the United States, 


insurance funds of Germany, to a wildly 
enthusiastic audience, in Columbus, 0., 
April 28, 1909. The so-called Ohio plan 
of state insurance was the outgrowth of 
that speech. The stat insurance propa- 
ganda so industriously furthered by agi- 
tators and preachers of discontent in 
practically every state during the last 
few years can be said to date from the 
Ohio episod. 
Political Use of Reserves 

There are many reasons why the advo- 
cates of state industrialism selected 
insurance as the first business to social- 
ize. In the first place insurance is th? 
foundation upon which commercial credit 
rests. Control of the reserves of the 
insurance business would give the 
bureaucrats a strangle hold on practi- 
cally ‘every American business enterprise. 
Second, the assets of the insurance com- 
panies, the trust funds of the _ policy- 
holders, are colossal—but they are intan- 
gible and invisible. They do not appeal 
to the imagination of the citizen. A 
million dollars worth of insurance 
reserves do not attract the attention the 
Twentieth Century Limited or a string 
of a couple thousand Ford automobiles 
do. An effort to capture the million dol- 
lar insurancs reserve would attract far 
less attention than the ditching of the 
Twentieth Century Limited. Third, the 
insurance business was not well organ- 





ized for defensive purposes when the 


explained and praised the imperial stat? ° 
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socialization campaign opened. Fourth, 
the scheming politician figured, and fig- 
ured rightly too, that with the insurance 
pusiness in the hands of the bureaucrats 
a very powerful political machine could 
be constructed with ; the publicly- 
employed insurance solicitors as cogs. 
Fifth, the insurance business is a highly 
technical business in many of its phases 
and for that reason easily lends itself to 
misinterpretation. For the reasons men- 
tioned, and for many additional minor 
reasons, insurance was picked by the 
state industrialists as the softest pdace 
in which to drive the wedge into funda- 
mental American principles of giving 
the right of way to private and coopera- 
tive enterprise and individual initiative. 

But the impositions under which the 
insurance business has suffered have not 
been confined to the attacks of the pro- 
ponents of state insurance. A great deal 
of thoughtless, ill considered legislation 
is placed upon thr statute books. In 
many states the laws .are inadequate. 
The legal supervisory and regulatory 
machinery has failed to keep up with 
the rapid progress of the business. 


Problem of Taxes 


Th= problem of increasing taxes on 
the insurance business is a serious one— 
it should command the attention of every 
insurance agent and every policyholder. 
The companies are not permitted to 
ignore it. They pay the taxes and pass 
them on in the form of higher premiums. 

Despite the important role which the 
insurance business has played in the 
development of our country, and despite 
the restrictions under which it has been 
placed by virtue of unjust taxes, confis- 
eatory laws and other impositions, it was 
not until 1913 that the insurance compa- 
nies and th insurance agents got 
together upon a workable plan _ for 
“offense and defense” in the matter of 
their public relations. In that year the 
first state insurance federation was 
organized. It was organized too late to 
stop the enactment of state insurance 
legislation growing out of the Bernstorff 
visit I referred to a few moments ago. 
But the idea of a federation of insurance 
interests grew until today we have, in 
the Insurance Federation of America, 
and its allied state insurance federations, 
the largest organization of insurance 
companies, insurance agents and insur- 
anee policyholders in the country. 

It was a matter of gratification to the 
Insurance Federation of America that in 
formulating the preliminary plans for 
your organization you set forth as the 
objects of your organization the purposes 
of the advisory boards annex'ed to the 
Insurance Federation of P2nnsylvania. 
Wonderful work has been done by this 
particular state federation. The success 
it has had can be attributed, among 
other things, to the aggressive coop>ra- 
tion of every officer and director of the 
organization and to the wholehearted, 
active support given to, and received 
from, Commission2r Donaldson, former 
president of the Insurance Commission- 
ers Convention. 





ST. LOUIS POND’S ELECTION 


Paul W. Terry Named Most Loyal 
Gander of Mississippi Valley Blue 
Goose at Annual Meeting 


ST. LOUIS, MO., Oct. 10.—At_ the 
annual meeting of the Mississippi Val- 
ley Blue Goose, held here last week, 
Paul W. Terry, associate manager of 
the Missouri Inspection Bureau, was 
elected most loyal gander, succeeding 
Paul Schmuck. 

Other officers elected were: Super- 
visor of flock, John H. Eggert, Ameri- 
can of New Jersey; custodian of gos- 
lings, Ed M. Garlich, Queen; guardian 
ot nest, E. L. Klobasa, Northwestern 
National; keeper of golden goose egg. 
George Gordon, Citizens; wielder of 
Boose quill, A. O. Bray, American Cen- 
tral: delegates to grand nest, R. B. 
Howd, Phoenix of London, and E. M. 
Garlich, Queen; guards, J. E. Tenner, 
Hartford; A. L. McCormack, Western 
Adiustment Companv: J. J. Shannon, 
North British: Tohn W. Herd, Scottish 
Union & National: John C. McHale, 
New York Underwriters; Fred Bock, 
Missouri Inspection Bureau. 

standing committee on entertain- 
ment is to be appointed by the most 
loyal gander. There was a good at- 
tendance. Before the meeting a dinner 
Was served. 





ORDERS CUT IN RATES 


MISSOURI SLASH 10 PERCENT 


Superintendent Hyde Says Companies’ 
Expenses Are Excessive—Reviews 
Former Order 


JEFFERSON CITY, MO., Oct. 10.— 
In an order issued this afternoon by 
Superintendent of Insurance Ben C. 
Hyde, fire, hail, tornado and lightning 
insurance rates are reduced 10 percent 
from the present schedules. The reduc- 
tion becomes effective Nov. 15. 

Superintendent Hyde in the order 
tocay reviews his first effort, last 
January, to order a reduction of 15 
percent. 

Following his statement with refer- 
ence to the issuance and rescinding of 
the first order, last January, he says: 

I have, however, made a full and com- 
plete investigation, as provided for by 
law, of the underwriting experience of 
the stock companies referred to with 
respect to the business transacted by 
them in the state of Missouri during the 
years 1917, 1918, 1919, 1920 and 1921. 

Such investigation is based upon the 
sworn statements filed with the insur- 
ance department during said years by 
said companies as required by law and 
from such other information as has been 
available. 

Too Mueh Profit 


Sucn investigation shows the ag- 
gregate profit of said companies upon 
their Missouri bustness during said pe- 
riod is in excess of what is reasonable. 

During said five years, said stock com- 
panies collected on Missouri business net 
premiums amounting to $81,067,318. 

During the same period the interest 
on the capital and surplus of said com- 
panies, prorated in Misouri, amounted to 
$2,801,660 and during the same period 
the interest on unearned premium re- 
serves on Missouri business amounted to 
$2,418.596. This means a total income 
on Missouri business during said five- 
year period of $86,287,574. 

During the same period these compan- 
ies paid losses in Missouri of $45.066,124. 
It is the opinion of this department that 
these losses were unnecessarily large 
because of over-insurance and lack of 
adequate inspection. 

This makes a difference of $41,221,450 
between the total amount collected and 
the amount paid in losses. This $41,- 
221,450 represents the amount left for 
profits and expenses, as shown by the 
reports of the companies, and is 47.77 
per cent of the total income as reported. 

The above amount ($41,221,450) is 
made up of expenses totalling $32.534,- 
617 and profits of $8,686,833, according to 
the reports of the companies. 


Expenses Excessive 


I find that this expense item is ex- 
cessive, and thet a proper and reason- 
ably economical administration of the 
business will result in greatly increased 
prefits even under lower premium rates. 

In other words there is a large poten- 
tial or unrevealed profit in the execessive 
expenses. <Any other interpretation ren- 
ders the rate regulation law absolutely 
null and of no effect. If the companies 
can increase their expenses without limit 
and then claim a reasonable profit in 
excess of such expenses any law regulat- 
ing rates is unavailing. I find that these 
excessive expenses are largely the results 
of the following causes: 


1—Certain execessive and discriminat- 
ing commissions paid. 

2—Expenses of marine and inland busi- 
ness unjustly and illegally apportioned 
to Missouri. 

3—Unfair and improper alteration of 
overhead expenses. 

4—Imnroper charge of income and ex- 
cess profit taxes. 

These items amount fn the aggregate 
to not less than $5,000,000. 





File Suit for $85,000 


Thirty-one insurance comnanies are 
defendants in a suit started Mondaw in 
Camden. N. 7, by Max Snektor, Abraham 
Larner and Max Peek, owners of a Cam- 
den department store destroyed hv fire 
December 9. Plaintiffs seek $85.000 for 
loss sustained. Arson reports were 
investigated by police, who learned noth- 











Freezing causes Leakage 





Coal is to be doled out to 
consumers this winter. 
There will be insufficient 
heat in many buildings. 
Automatic sprinklers will 
freeze; leakage will result. 
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Derailment 
Explosion 
Farm 

Fire 

Golfers 

Hail 

Live Stock 
Mail Package 


Wide-awake insurance 
agents will provide their cus- 
tomers with sprinkler leakage 


Sm insurance. Now is the time 
Registered Mail to go after this business. 
a Now is the time to find out 
ee about the unusual service 
ee given by the Hartford Fire 
Tornado Insurance Company. 

Tourist 

ae Use the Coupon. 











HARTFORD 


Fire Insurance Company 
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noue Hartford, Conn. 
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Fire Insurance Company tee 
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Please explain Hartford Sprinkler Leakage Insurance. 

















14 THE NATIONAL UNDERWRITER 


October 12, i929 











Seeley 


of Watertorou.WB. 


FIRE, MARINE, WINDSTORM, 
AUTOMOBILE, SPRINKLER 
LEAKAGE, RIOT AND 
EXPLOSION INSURANCE 


STUART MORGAN, State Agent, Michigan, East Lansing 
CASHMAN & EVANS, General Agents, Colorado, Denver 
N. T JULIAN, State Agent, W. A. SEAVER, Special Agent for Ohio, Columbus, Ohio 
ALFRED PAULL & SON, General Agents for West Virginia, Wheeling, W. Va. 
F. G. HERMAN, State Agent, Indiana and Kentucky, Indianapolis, Ind. 
©. T. PRICE, State Agent, Missouri, Kansas and Oklahoma, Kansas City, Mo. 
CLAUDE SHERWIN, Special Agent, Kansas and Oklahoma, Kansas City, Me. 
E. 8S. FREEMAN, State Agent for lowa and Nebraska, Omaha, Neb. 
E. W. PEPPER, State Agent for Minnesota, Minneapolis 
J. BD. LA TEER, 2127 Insurence Exchange, State Agent, Ililnois and Wisconsia, Chicago 

















TWENTY-TWO YEARS 
HAVE GONE BY— 


since RAU APPRAISAL Co. began to execute the 
detailed, classified, summarized record in duplicate so 
invaluable for visualizing insurance requirements and 
providing the basis for “proof of loss.” 


The accuracy and dependability of the certified report, 
together with its comparatively low cost, has enabled 
RAU APPRAISAL Co. to keep on “‘going strong.” 


Enterprising agents keep fully informed—Write for 


the data. 
General Sales Offices Appraisals for 
E 
a naman PPRAISAD co. ce rurnee 
cago 5 
Tel. Edgewater 8117 Established 1900 Milwaukee, Wis 








THE WISCONSIN 
LIVE STOCK INSURANCE COMPANY 


MADISON 
Complete Live Stock Lines 


Agents Wanted In Illinois 





URGES PREVENTION EFFORTS 


Past Futile Work Described by C. S. S. 
Miller in Pittsburgh Fire Pre- 
vention Day Address 





PITTSBURGH, PA., Oct. 10.—A 
forceful fire prevention address was 
given by C. S. S. Miller, publicity direc- 
tor of the North British & Mercantile, 
speaking before the Credit Men’s Asso- 
ciation of Pittsburgh on Fire Preven- 
tion Day, Oct. 9. Mr. Miller took as his 
subject, “Americans—The True Fire 
Worshippers,” and took a new slant on 
this country’s fire losses, with its ap- 
parently futile fire prevention efforts. 
Mr. Miller said in part: 


Tremendous National Loss 


Our contribution last year to the 
national ashheap was only $485,000,000; 
but this year we will do better; much 
better. The fire loss is now twice as 
much as five years ago and ten times as 
much as in 1870. The present burning 
rate is $923 a minute. We average one 
brand new fire every minute. 

Of cours? we pretend to have good 
intentions. We have Fire Prevention 
Week each year. We have fire depart- 
ments, and all that. But approximately 
more than a half billion dollars in losses 
are? settled by the fire insurance compa- 
nies each year in the United States. So 
we really don’t care. “Let ’er burn,” is 
the great American refrain. 

The work of reforestation is proc>ed- 
ing rapidly by government aid to restore 
our timber lands. Reclamation of swamp 
land is likewise progressing with equal 
speed and energy. In many places in 
this country, m'morial trees, bearing the 
names of our boys who died in France, 
have been planted, but we continue to 
put floral wreaths of forget-me-nots on 
the graves of our children whom we sac- 
rifice to the fire fiend year after year 
in this country, in flimsy schools burning 
at the rate of five a day. 

In these United States two deaths from 
fire occur every single hour—15,000 a 
year. Half a hundred are maimed ‘every 
day. Every day five schools are burned 
up; every day 15 hotels or lodging houses 
or Y. M. C, A’s-or Y. W.C./A?’s are con- 
sumed; every day five churches are incin- 
erated. 

We combat death by disease vigor- 
ously. Death by fire scarcely at all. 
Aren't we the true fir worshippers? 


Four Rules Drawn Up 


If we were not fire worshippers we 
would do four things: 

1. Insist upon clean premises. Every 
bit of rubbish is a fire breed2r. Constan- 
tinople is the filthiest city in the world. 
It has the finest fire record, for ten 
times in 125 years it has had great con- 
flagrations. Zoroaster must smile on 
Turkey, wh?n he is not laughing deris- 
ively at America, 

2. Learn the commoner fire hazards. 
There are 22 general classes: 12 are 
strictly preventable; 9 are partially pre- 
ventable. iven lightning may be 
diverted, you know. 

3. Support wholeheartedly fire pre- 
vention activities of the fire department. 





RAPS PRESENT SYSTEM 
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4. Train the rising generation 
habits. 

Every year forest fires in the United 
States destroy or damage timber suffi- 
cient to build five room houses for the 
entire population of a city of 300,009 
inhabitants. Every year forest fires burn 
an area equivalent to a strip 10 
wide from New York to Denver. 

Fire is the annihilator of national 
wealth. Losses by fire may be indemni- 
fied. The destroyed property, the 
lost, cannot be restored. 

The state fire marshals tell me no 
matter how flagrant the case, it is almost 
impossible to obtain a conviction for 
arson! Certainly. Why not? Aren’t we 
the trus fire worshippers? 

Last year, every man, woman and 
child in the United States contributeg 
$4.47 to the total fire loss. This year 
the dues in the Ancient Order of Fire 
Worshippers ar2 higher—about $5 a head. 
But that’s a small sum compared with 
our other dues, isn’t it? Taking the 
reported and unreported fires it’s only 
an average annual loss per family of 
about $50. Poof! What's $50? Pa’s rich 
and ma don’t care, 

In Europe the average p?r capita fire 
loss is 33 cents; So we are nearly 20 
times as worshipful of Zoroaster as effete 
Europe. They penalize tenants oyer 
there. 

You ought to know that 90 percent of 
all fires are preventable; consequently 
it is obvious that we want ’em; w=? are 
consistent as well as devoted fire wor- 
shippers. 

Fire prevention is one of the _ best 
worth-whiles we have. It should be 
raverybody’s business. 


ILLINOIS FIELD MEN 
DEFENDING POSITION 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6) 


agency, never before in the insurance 
business, 


to safer 


miles 


lives 








YORKSHIRE TO WITHDRAW 


NEW YORK, Oct. 11.—Ernest B. Boyd, 
underwriting manager for the Yorkshire, 
is the authority for the statement that 
his company will withdraw from the 
agency maintained by the First Trust 
and Savings Bank, ‘of Harrisburg, IIl., 
a conclusion reached immediately Mr. 
Boyd was advised that the appointment, 
effected in May last, was objected to by 
the Illinois Association of Insurance 
Agents and by the National Association 
of Insurance Agents, to which latter 
body the matter had been referred by the 
Illinois organization. Manager Boyd had 
no knowledge, prior to this morning, 
that the appointment of the agency 
above referred to violated the rule of 
the Illinois State and of the National 
Association upon bank agencies, but at 
once the situation was explained to him 
he declared his purpose to revoke the 
agency’s certificate of authority. O. E. 
Lane, president of the Niagara, which 
company is also in the office of the First 
Trust & Savings Bank, was likewise 
totally ignorant of the matter until word 
reached him this morning; when he 
promised an immediate investigation. 





Too long a stretch of good business 
is bad for busimess. A period of de- 
pression and slackness, such as the coun- 
try is having, is really good for busi- 
ness. The habit of sitting in an office 
and filling orders and counting money 
is the worst that can be fastened on a 
business man. He ought to have just 
enough difficulty to make him dig.— 
Henry Ford. 














FIRE RE-INSURANCE 


Norwegian Atlas Insurance Co., Ltd. 


Northern Underwriting Agency, Inc. 
15 William Street, New York 











226 Washington St. 


The National Underwriter: 


men, personally. 


would be forced to follow. 





T. J. STAHL & CO., AGENTS 


R. C. Sherman—Insurance Department 


Copy of the “Agents’ Convention Number” of your publication came to 
hand this morning and as one of the many local agents who were not 
privileged to attend the meeting, I want to express my appreciation of the 
report of same. If it were not for The National Underwriter, we “stay at 
homes” would never know, in detail, what took place. After reading this 
report, however, I feel as though I had attended the meeting. The only 
thing lacking is the satisfaction and pleasure of meeting this great body of 


What a hit a company would make if it would come out and declare 
itself against “underwriters” and dissolve its annexes. The local agents 
would be loyal enough to more than make up what they would lose. If one 
of the leading companies had the stamina to step out and do this, others 


Waukegan, IIl. 
October 9th, 1922 


Very truly yours, 
R. C. SHERMAN. 
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LICENSE IS RESTORED 


NEW MANAGEMENT DEMANDED 





Commissioner Donaldson of Pennsyl- 
vania Insists That Change Be Made 
in Columbian National Fire 





An embarrassing situation arose over 
the revocation of the license of the Co- 


lumbian National Fire of Lansing, 
Mich., in Pennsylvania by Commis- 
sioner Donaldson of that state as of 


Oct. 2. It was restored as of the same 
date at the request of Commissioner E. 
T. Hands of Michigan with the under- 
standing that he had a pledge of resig- 
nation of the management of the Co- 
lumbian National. A telegram from 
Commissioner Donaldson says that he 
has not yet been advised of the resig- 
nation of the management but he be- 
lieves that such will be brought about. 

Commissioner Hands threatened to 
revoke the licenses of the Pennsylvania 
fire companies that are admitted to 
Michigan if Commissioner Donald- 
son took drastic action with the Colum- 
bian National. The Pennsylvania com- 
panies were considerably aroused over 
the threatened action and immediately 
sought legal advice from their attorneys. 


Says Management Is Incompetent 


Commissioner Donaldson claims that 
the management of the Columbian Na- 
tional Fire is incompetent and a change 
should be made. He declares that some 
$800,000 has been lost through bad man- 
agement and poor underwriting. It is 
stated ‘that the Insurance Commission- 
ers Convention will arrange for a con- 
vention examination which will include 
the Pennsylvania and New York depart- 
ments. Recently the Columbian of In- 
dianapolis and the Columbian National 
Fire entered into an arrangement, 
whereby the two companies were to be 
merged. The preliminaries were all 
carried out but the merger has not gone 
into effect. 

Commissioner Donaldson states that 
the Pennsylvania and Indiana depart- 
ments are trying to help out in what he 
considers a bad _ situation. Commis- 
sioner Donaldson says that his action in 





ADMIT BANK AGENCY 





MINNEAPOLIS BOARD’S ACTION 


After Turning Down South Side Insur- 
ance Agency, the Local Organ- 
ization Changed Its Mind 


MINNEAPOLIS, MINN., Oct. 11.— 
After having been turned down on its 
first application to join the Minneapolis 
Underwriters’ Association, the South 
Side Insurance Agency, Inc., was on 
Oct. 9 admitted to membership. 

The controversy arose over the ab- 
sorption of the South Side State Bank, 
which heretofore has conducted the 
agency, by the Northwestern National 
Bank. Although at the time of the bank 
sale the insurance department was seg- 
regated and incorporated into a new 
company, the same interests remained 
in control of it and its offices continued 
at the bank. 

The opposition of the National Asso- 
ciation of Insurance Agents to the 
extension of bank agencies caused the 
Minneapolis local association to reject 
the newly incorporated agency but on 
reconsideration the association voted to 
accept the new concern, which as a de- 
partment of the bank had for several 
years been a member and in good 
standing. 

The action of Minneapolis banks in 
buying up outlying small banks and 
making them branch banks has caused 
much criticism and it is doubtful if 
there will be further moves along this 
line. 





pens Commissioner Donaldson insists 
that there must be a change in manage- 
ment and a capable underwriter secured. 


STILL CHECKING UP 





INDIANAPOLIS, IND., Oct. 11.— 
The report on the examinations of the 
Columbian Fire of Indiana and the Co- 
lumbian National of Michigan. with the 
idea of merging the two companies, is 
not yet ready for action by the depart- 
ments of the two states as there is con- 
siderable checking up still necessary. 
Just when the announcement of the ac- 





revoking the license was somehow mis- 
understood. Regardless of what hap- 


ceptability of the merger proposal will 
be made cannot be predicted. 











FIRE LOSSES FOR NINE MONTHS 








The brief respite of the nation’s fire 
waste which appeared in the August 
record was entirely obliterated by the 
September figures. ‘The month was an 
exceptionally fiery one, the estimated 
value of property destroyed, as com- 
piled from the daily records of the 
“Journal of Commerce,” aggregating 
$41,515,000. This compares most unfa- 
vorably with August’s record of $21,- 
579,500, or with the figures of Septem- 
ber last year, which were $26,502,400. 

It is regrettable that just when the 
campaign for reduction of the fire waste 
is being waged most aggressively the 
extent of the destruction of property 
should be so much in excess of normal. 
The fire losses for the first nine months 
of this year, amounting to $292,621,850, 
are nearly 17 percent heavier than for 
the same period last year and just 25 
percent larger than those of the nine 
months of 1920. 


Table Is Given 
The following table affords a com- 


Parison of the monthly losses for the 


first three quarters of this and the two 
Preceding years: 


1920 1921 1922 
Jan. .$ 37,912,750 $ 35,319,950 $ 38,663,000 
Feb. . 26,631,500 25,888,850 29,304,300 
Mar. . 27,507,700 28,581,100 39,910,750 
Apr. . 22,108,750 22,178,900 31,009,750 
May . 25,440,300 23,956,800 29,868,950 
June . 25,743,900 29,000,700 24,102,850 





1920 1921 1922 
July 25,135,825 33,355,750 36,667,750 
Aug. . 17,930,800 25,829,000 21,579,500 
Sept. . 25,630,050 26,502,400 41,515,000 





Total $234,041,575 $250,613,450 $292,621,850 
Comment Is Made 


The “Journal of Commerce” says: 

“From aé fire underwriting point of 
view the September results were not 
quite as serious as the above figures 
would indicate. This is mainly due to 
the fact that considerable of th2 property 
destroyed in some of the large fires was 
uninsured. An instance of this was that 
of the great warehouse fire at New 
Orleans, wh?re the larger portion of the 
property burned was owned by the gov- 
ernment and uninsured, 

“The losses to the insurance companies 
were, however, ample, and with th? 
restricted premium volume give little 
hope for most of the company executives 
that 1922 can be closed with an und?r- 
writing profit. The improvement in 
security ‘values will, however, help to 
Save many as to their surplus account.” 





Judge Elder Speaks 


At the regular Monday luncheon of 
the Mississippi Valley Blue Goose, Oct. 
9. Judge Conway Elder of the Missouri 
Supreme Court and John S. Leahy prom- 
inent insurance attorney of St. Louis 
‘were the principal speakers. E. W. 
Bentley was chairman of the meeting. 
Wm. A. Jack will be chairman of the 
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CHANGES IN THE FIELD | 











Merrill E. Smith 


Merrill E. Smith, who was formerly 
special agent of the Royal in Minne- 


sota, has been_appointed state agent of | 


the Alliance of Philadelphia in Minne- 
sota. He will continue to make head- 
quarters at Minneapolis. 


Frederick Miller 

Frederick Miller of La Porte, 
who has been special agent of the farm 
department of the American of Newark 
in Ilfinois, has been transferred to the 
Indiana field as assistant state agent 
under Lon D. McConnell of Lafayette, 
state agent of the company’s farm de- 
partment. Mr. Miller will be able to 
ravel more conveniently and advanta- 
geously in Indiana. 


Charles E. Meeker 


Charles E. Meeker succeeds Edward 
McCall, resigned, as state agent for the 
Commercial Union and its affiliated 
companies in Nebraska, under J. F. 
Edmunds, manager at Denver. Mr 
Meeker was originally in the local busi- 


Ind., | 


entered service during the war. He 
was severely wounded by shrapnel just 
|two days before the armistice. After 
returning from the army Mr. Meeker 
was special agent in Nebraska for the 
Fidelity-Phenix, and for a short time 
| previous to his present connection was 
|a special representative for the Prairie 
| Life of Omaha. 





W. P. Huffman 


W. P. Huffman of Memphis, Tenn., 
who resigned as state agent of the Mil- 


waukee Mechanics to become state 
agent of the Svea and Hudson with 
headquarters at Indianapolis, has re- 


signed from the latter company. So far 
he has not made a new connection. 


George D. Hiltabrand 


George D. Hiltabrand of Peoria, IIl., 
who has been special agent of the farm 
department of the Home in Illinois as 
assistant to C. M. Houseman, has beén 
appointed special agent of the farm de- 
[ company in 





partment of the northern 


ness in Imperial, Neb., from where he | 





Illinois, succeeding Mr. Houseman. Mr. 
Houseman has become superintendent 
of the western farm department of the 
North America. Harry A. Clegg, who 
has been a local agent at Chandlerville, 
has been appointed assistant to Mr. 
Hiltabrand. 





George A. Reynolds 


Geo. A. Reynolds, who has been serv- 
ing as special agent for the Northwest- 
ern Underwriters in Michigan and Ohio 
has become state agent for the New 
Brunswick for Ohio and Kentucky. Mr. 
Reynolds will continue his headquarters 
at 1037 Spitzer building, Toledo, Ohio. 


P. L. Randall 


P. L. Randall of Detroit, state agent 
of the Concordia Fire in Michigan, has 
resigned. He had been with the com- 


pany for three years. For five years 
he was with the Michigan Inspection 
3ureau. 
R. B. Carlson 
R. B. Carlson has been appointed 


special agent for Indiana and Ohio for 
the Federal and Sterling. Mr. Carlson, 
who goes into the field from the west- 
ern department where he was under- 
writer, will make his headquarters in 
Indianapolis. 
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Only After Investigation 


The appraisal for accurately deter- 
mining current cash values and 
depreciation of property units 
having long since “arrived,” the 
chief concern of the prudent client 
and the conservative agent or 
broker should be the calibre, char- 
acter and accredited standing of 


the organization selected to prepare 
the report. 


The [loyd-lhomas Co. 


RECOGNIZED AUTHORITIES ON PHYSICAL VALUES 


1128 Wilson Ave., Chicago 120 Broadway, New York 
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St. Louis Toronto Milwaukee Pittsburgh Memphis Kansas City 
Des Moines Oklahoma 


The full confidence of the insurance fraternity is well worth every endeavor to deserve 
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Frank B. Clarke 


Frank B. Clarke of New Orleans, who 
formerly conducted a general agency 
there, has been appointed special agent 
of the Liberty Fire of St. Louis for Mis. 
sissippi and Louisiana. 


N. P. Crist 


N. P. Crist has been appointed special 
agent of the American Central in Kan. 
sas to assist State Agent S. F. Woolard, 
He formerly traveled for the Fidelity. 
Phenix. Mr. Crist has been a local 
agent also at Huntsville, Mo. 


J. C. Dinhaupt 


J. C. Dinhaupt, who recently resigned 
as special agent for the Milwaukee 
Mechanics in the Rocky Mountain field 
has been appointed special agent for the 
Atlas and Manchester Underwriters jn 
Colorado, New Mexico and Wyoming, 
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KIND OF FIELD TALENT WANTED 


Said a manager, in commenting upon 
the kind of field talent most needed 
these days: “This is no time for experi- 
menting with field men that we think 
possibly might make good. We have no 
time for learners or hopefuls. Our busi- 
ness is slipping, and in order to keep it 
on the books and build up an agency 
plant we must send out into the field 
men who can deliver the goods. We 
must know when we hire a man that he 
is able to go out and shift for himself, 
At the home office we have all we can 
do to take care of our own business, 
We must know that the men we put 
into the field can operate without super- 
vision, or with practically no super- 
vision. 

“There never was a time when such 
strong field talent was needed. We 
want men in the field who can hold us 
up to something like a_ respectable 
showing. They are not easy to find. 
Talk to other managers, and then see 
if what I am telling you is not true. 
We are willing to pay good men all they 
are worth and even more, but we can- 
not afford to take the time to train 
even a likely looking youngster. We 
have got to hold our business, and build 
up some new business, and only vet- 
erans who have been through the mill 
can save the day for us.” 

*- ek 
MID-YEAR CONFERENCE 


There is some controversy among 
prominent members of the National As- 
sociation of Insurance Agents as to 
whether the mid-winter conference 
should be featured as much as it has 
been in recent years. Originally it was 
intended to be a conference with the 
national officers, members of the Na- 
tional association committees and the 
state officers. This gave opportunity 
for discussion of various problems re- 
lating to the state associations and their 
relationship with the national body. 

The mid-year conference, however, 
has developed into a junior convention. 
In Chattanooga the attendance at the 
mid-year convention there was almost 
as large as at the national convention at 
Hot Springs. Some of the prominent 
members feel that the interest is thus 
being divided and claim that there 
should be a return to the original in- 
tention and have the mid-year meet- 
ing simply a conference with the na- 
tional officers, committeemen and the 
state officers. 

a 
FIDELITY-PHENIX REPORT 

The regular examination of the Fidel- 

ity-Phenix has just been completed by 


the New York department showing 
total admitted assets of $29,457,261; 
liabilities $17,780,130 and surplus of 


The company’s 


$9,177,131 on March 31. 
capital is $2,500,000. 
One of the interesting features of the 
report was a description of the method 
by which the Fidelity-Phenix assumes 
40 percent of the total business, other 
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than ocean marine, oi the Continental 
and American Eagle and cedes to these 
companies 50 percent and 10 percent re- 
spectively of its own business other than 
ocean marine. This business is known 
as portfolio reinsurance received and 
ceded. The plan has been in operation 
since Jan. 1, 1921, and affects business 
written on or after that date. 

The company also, in connection with 
the Continental, issues in Canada guar- 
anteed policies entitled the ‘Fidelity 
and assumes 50 percent 
of all liability arising out of such con- 
tracts. The Fidelity-Phenix has several 
reinsurance treaties in force and an 
excess cover with Lloyds of London. 
The examination was most satisfactory 
according to the report of the examiner. 

OFFICIALS MORE OPTIMISTIC 

While the fire insurance business is 
not yet “out of the woods” a growing 
feeling of optimism has been noticed 
rather generally throughout the country 
since about June 1, according to Waite 
Bliven, vice-president of the State of 
Pennsylvania. Other eastern executives 
corroborate this opinion, asserting that 
the gains are barely perceptible, how- 
ever. 

“Since about the middle of the year,” 
Mr. Bliven said, “losses began to drop 
and new business began to increase. As 
yet this condition is not very tangible—- 
there is a feeling in the air that the 
worst is over now and we are beginning, 
just beginning, to come into our own 
once more. Notice the unusually large 
volume of building construction, for in- 
stance. Walk around a little bit and see 
how many new buildings are going up. 
This was not the case a year ago. The 
steel and iron industry is picking up 
also, and lumber, and everything else 
connected with building activities. 

“T venture to say that nine out of 
every ten fire underwriters will tell you 
the same thing—losses are easing up a 
bit and new business is not quite so 
hard to get. Some.sections are not yet 
out of the rut, but in general the feel- 
ing of optimism is making itself felt. If 
things continue the way they are going 
and if the agents work hard the fire 
insurance business probably will be well 
en the road to prosperity in the not dis- 
tant future.” 

Other underwriters likewise tempered 
their optimism with caution. Merchants 
have not started to increase the value 
of their policies to protect the value of 
increasing stocks, it was pointed out, but 
new insurance on residences is some- 
what greater, owing to the completion 
of dwellings . Insurance of warehouse 
stocks is dull. Factory business is 
rather quiet. Some companies report a 
gradual increase in other sorts of com- 
mercial insurance. 

eae 
PRESIDENT CASE EXPLAINS 


In a wire to James L. Case, presi- 
dent of the National Association of 
Insurance Agents, John B. Morton. 
president of the National Board, ex- 
pressed vigorous dissent from a state- 
ment A. G. Chapman, chairman of the 
executive committee of the National 
association, was credited with having 
made at the final session of the recently 
concluded annual gathering of the latter 
organization, but to which, it develops, 
Mr. Chapman did not give utterance. 
The telegrams exchanged by Messrs. 
Morton and Case in the matter as here 
Siven, are self-explanatory: 

President Morton said to President 
Case: “Referring to Mr. Chapman’s 
Statement at your meeting yesterday as 
reported in the ‘Journal of Commerce,’ 
Please announce to your meeting that 
the National Board has not in effect 
nor ever did have any rule restricting 
Its members in any way from making 
Pledges with local agents or any other 
orsanization.” 

Mr. Case’s response was: “Your tele- 
gram received this morning, too late to 
be presented to one of the best conven- 
tions ever held by the National Asso- 
Ciation. Mr. Chapman did not make 
Statement about the National Board you 
referred to, but did say that Western 
Union had such a rule. Policy of con- 





























ference and cooperation again endorsed | ance department . Representatives of 


by the convention. We regret exceed- 
ingly your absence.” 

When Mr. Chapman addressed the 
convention it was in his capacity as a 
Louisville local agent, and not an 
officer of the National association, a 
distinction that was made very plain 
by President Case in introducing the 
speaker. Mr. Case, who is at present in 
New York, having stopped off there for 
a short stay prior to going to his home 
in Norwich, Conn., expressed the keen- 
est regret that Mr. Morton or any other 
member of the National Board should 
have suffered the slightest embarrass- 
ment through an error of the telegraph 





operator or the printer in quoting the | 


remarks of Mr. Chapman. He was also 
sorry that the message from President 
Morton was not received at Hot Springs 
in time to permit its reading to the con- 
vention before the adjournment of that 
body. 

* * x 


COMMERCE IN RATING BODY 


New York 
Organization 
Albany is the 


It is announced by the 
Fire Insurance Rating 
that the Commerce of 
latest stock company to go into the 
organization. The non-board compa- 
nes have yet to file their rates, having 
been allowed to Oct. 15 by the insur- 


| 
| 
} 


| regular 


17 





these companies concurred with Super- 
intendent Stoddard vesterday seeking 
interpretations of certain of his rulings 
on the rating law. No decision was 





announced by these companies as to 
how they will comply with the law and 
it may be necessary for the department 
| to give them additional time. At least 
‘they are expected to ask for it. 








AS SEEN FROM CHICAGO 
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NORTHWEST WEEK IN CHICAGO 
Next week, western department offi- 
cials in Chicago will dispense with their 
duties and devote themselves 
to entertaining their field men who will 


be in town attending the annual con- | 


vention of the Fire Underwriters Asso-— 
ciation of the Northwest and the 
nual banquet and Grand Nest meeting 
of the Blue Goose. It will be a gala 
week. The athletically inclined will 
meet at the Hinsdale Golf Club on Mon- 
day for the international golf tourna- 
ment. Fred W. Ransom, Ohio State 
agent of the Providence-Washington 
will be in charge of the American dele- 
gation, while J. Ross Stewart of the 
Aetna, with headquarters at Winnipeg, 
will head the Canadian participants. On 
Monday evening the Joys and Glooms 
will stage their annual pow-wow. The 
grand nest meeting of the Blue Goose 


an- | 


will be held on Tuesday morning, and 
the annual banquet and entertainment 
will be given at the La Salle on Tues- 
| day evening. 

| A record-breaking attendance for the 
| Blue Goose festivities is predicted. 
| Regular sessions of the Fire Underwrit- 
| ers Association of the Northwest will 
| commence Wednesday morning, with 
| President E. S. Phelps of Burlington, 
| la., in charge. The Life Members Soci- 
| ety of the Northwest Association will 
| 
| 





hold its annual dinner Wednesday even- 
ing at the Union League Club. W. A. 
Chapman, western manager of the Fire- 
| man’s Fund, is president, and John F. 
Stafford, western manager of the Sun, 
secretary of the Society. C. J. Rich- 
man, vice-president of the association, 
will be in charge of the vice-president’s 
luncheon to be given at noon on Thurs- 
day. At this function a two-act play 
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Through eyes that see, insurance companies 
that in their business operations of today, 
build for the future progress of their agencies, 
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Through Eyes That See 


Visualize your town, your community, your 
own agency ten years from now. Will the same 
forces that activate your agency today, be of 
greater value to you in future years? 
you keep pace with the inevitable growth of 


Will 
is directing its 


munity. 


Westchester Fire Insurance Company 


of New York 


Western Department — 1010 Fisher Building — CHICAGO 


BA bi 


lay the basis for an even greater degree of 
agency activity among the many industrial 
enterprises of our country. 


Progress is only possible through increased 
activity, and in this respect the Westchester 


ful of an opportunity that will enhance 
the position of the local agent in his com- 
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The North River Insurance Company 


Capital $2,000,000 
Assets 9,904,303 
Net Surplus 2,014,797 
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NEW YORK 
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written by Howard J. Burridge, associ- 
ate editor of THe NATIONAL UNDER- 
WRITER, and depicting the ups and downs 
of Dave X. McFiggen, local agent at 
Freeport, IIll., will be shown, “first time 
on any stage.” The annual election of 
officers will be held at the concluding 
session on Thursday afternoon. 
* * * 


NORTHWEST CANDIDATES 


George K. March, president of the 
Detroit National Fire, has entered the 
field as a candidate for president of the 
Fire Underwriters’ Association of the 
Northwest. Mr. March’s name was 
mentioned some weeks ago, but at that 
time he decided not to make the race. 
However, his friends in the Michigan 
field have finally persuaded him to toss his 
hat into the ring. At the meeting of the 
Michigan Field Club held this week Mr. 
March was unanimously endorsed for 
the office by that organization. Mr. 
March is well known in the central west. 
He was formerly western general agent 
of the New Hampshire, with headquar- 
ters at Hillsdale, Mich. He carried the 
grip as a field man for a great many 
years, traveled in a large number of 
states in the central west, and is regarded 
by field men generally as an all-around 
good fellow. 

There will thus be a contest for the 
presidency of the Northwest Associa- 
tion. Some time ago Fred Luce, 
western manager of the Providence- 
Washington, was announced as a can- 
didate. Mr. Luce has already worked 
up considerable interest in his candi- 
dacy, and his political machine has been 
functioning. At the seme time Mr. 
March has a host of friends who will 
rally to his banner, and who have not 
already pledged themselves to Mr. 
Luce. There is every indication that 
the race will be a warm one, and prob- 
ably a heavy vote will be cast when 
election day arrives. 

Robert D. Safford, assistant western 
manager of the National of Hartford, 
will probably be unanimously elected 
secretary of the organization. Al- 
though he has served but two years, 
Robert C. Hosmer, assistant western 
manager of the National Liberty, finds 
that he will be unable to continue to 
hold the office. Hence, it is necessary 
to elect a new secretary at the forth- 
coming meeting. 

* * 
GET THE MISSOURI STATE 

Manager Karl B. Korrady of the Mis- 
souri State Life in Chicago announces 
that R. W. Hosmer & Co., the well- 
known local agents there, have further 
strengthened their accident and health 
department by the addition of a general 
agency oi the Missouri State Life. The 
Missouri State is writing some of the 
most complete and up-to-date forms 
now on the market, and the addition 
of its facilities will give this old estab- 
lished office one of the most completely 
equipped departments in Chicago. This 
department is under the supervision of 
M. B. Ryan, who is one of the most 
able and popular accident and health 
underwriters in the Chicago district. 

* Ok Ox 
COOK COUNTY FIELD CLUB 

Members of the Cook County Field 
Club held their first meeting of the sea- 
son at the Hamilton Club Monday. 
George A. Rapp, vice-president, pre- 
sided at the meeting in the absence of 
E. B. Vickery, president. Mr. Vickery 
has: been on a ten weeks’ visit to his 
old home in England and arrived in 
New York this week. He sent a tele- 
gram to the club stating that he would 
return to Chicago this week. 

Henry W. Dudley, an advertising 
specialist, gave a talk on advertising and 
its relation to the insurance business 
It was decided to have the nominations 
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made from the floor at the annual meet. 
ing Dec. 11 so as to stimulate interest jn 
the election. In the past a nominating 
committee has been named to present a 
ticket which has usually gone through 
without contest. 
* * 
C. N. BISHOP'S LUNCHEON 


Charles Nelson Bishop. who served at 
one time as president of the Chicago 
Board, and for a number of years as 
Chicago city manager of the Northern 
of London, gave an informal luncheon 
to a number of his friends on Monday 
in celebration of the 50th anniversary of 
his entering the fire insurance business. 
Mr. Bishop’s guests included several 
men who have been in the business ip 
Chicago for a great many years and his 
present associates in the local office of 
the Northern. Mr. Bishop began 4re 
insurance work in 1872 as a_ policy 
writer in the office of Thomas & W. A, 
Goodman. In 1885 he was made a 
partner in the local agency of H. H, 
Brown & Co. Four years later he as- 
sumed the Chicago management of the 
Northern. 

Among those who spoke at the 
luncheon and told of conditions in the 
early days were W. S. Warren, former 
western manager of the Liverpool « 
London & Globe; J. H. Moore of Moore, 
Case, Lyman & Hubbard; Carl Huncke 
of the National Liberty; T. E. Gal- 
lagher, former western general agent 
of the Aetna, and J. C. Corbett, former 
western manager of the Northern. Mr. 
Bishop was presented with a humidor 
with a gold plate suitably inscribed. 
L. O. Kohtz, Cook county manager of 
the Aetna, made the presentation ad- 
dress. 

x ok x 
INSURANCE CLUB'S PLANS 


An_ executive committee meeting of 
the Insurance Club of Chicago was 
held last week. Plans for the present 
season were gone over and a program 
drawn up. It is the plan to have a 
speaker of some prominence at each of 
the open meetings throughout the year. 
It is hoped that managers will show 
their appreciation of the work which 
the organization is doing by turning 
out in large numbers at these gather- 
ings. E, G. Whitaker, the president 
of the club, is a live wire and will un- 
doubtedly arrange for some very inter- 
esting meetings this year. : 

et ae 
BLUE GOOSE PLANS 


Ben A. Lehnberg, chairman of the 
entertainment committee of the Blue 
Goose, announces that all arrangements 
for the annual meeting and banquet of 
the order have been completed. It is 
expected that delegates will be present 
from all of the ponds, as a certain 
amount of the expense for distant 
ponds will be allowed by the Grand 
Nest this year. Mr. Lehnberg states 
that the banquet and entertainment will 
be bigger and better than ever, and an 
attendance of not Iess than 800 is ex- 
pected. The other members of the en- 
tertainment committee who have as- 
sisted Mr. Lehnberg in perfecting the 
arrangements are R. F. Woltersdorff, 
Thomas T. North, W. J. Nolan and 
C. R. James. Each has a supply of 
banquet tickets for sale and those wish- 
ing to attend may procure desirable 
table locations if requests are made of 
any of the committeemen. 


*x* * 
EXAMINERS TO MEET 


On Oct. 19 the first meeting of the 
Association of Fire Insurance Examin- 
ers of Chicago since the vacation period 
will be held with a dinner at King’s 
restaurant. “The relations between the 
examiner and the field man” will be dis- 
cussed. B. Daly, examiner in the 
western department of the Fidelity- 
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Phenix, and Homer Caldwell, Illinois 
state agent of the Springfield, will make 
the principal talks. The meeting will 
be held on the last day of the annnal 
gathering of the Fire Underwriters 
Association of the Northwest, and it is 
expected that an unusually large num- 
ber of managers and field men _ will 


nd. 
atte a ae 


TO ATTEND IN BODY 

Members of the Cook County Field 
Club will attend the vice-president’s 
luncheon to be given the second day 
of the Northwest meeting in a body. 
The organization has about 65 mem- 
bers, and it is expected that about 50 | 
will be in attendance .at the luncheon. 
E. B. Vickery of the Niagara is presi- 
dent of the club. 

+. ie 
INSURANCE CLUB MEETING 

There was a good attendance at the 
first meeting of the season of the Insur- 
ance Club of Chicago Tuesday evening 
A. T. Graham outlined the plans that 
will be followed by the Insurance Insti- 
tute during the winter. The club is 
offering three courses in the fire branch 
and two in the casualty branch this 
year. Classes will begin Nov. 7 and Jot 
Oct. 17, as has been announced, and 
will continue until the latter part of 
April, with final examinations in May. 

The principal address on Tuesday was 
given by Gen. Abel Davis, vice-presi- 
dent ot the Chicago Title & Trust Com- 
pany. He explained the various pro- 
visions of the proposed new constitu- 
tion for Illinois. ni 

P. 8S. Hodkinson, formerly with the Gir- 
ault agency of the Equitable Life of New 
York in Chicago, has gone with the H. M. 
Hansen & Co. agency in Chicago. 

xk * x 

A handsome oil painting of I. S. Black- 
welder of the Western Union, given to 
the Northwest Association by Mr. Black- 
welder, who was a former president of 
the Union and also of the Northwest As- 
sociation, now hangs on the walls of the 
Insurance Library in Chicago. 

* *& * 

James Allen Cook, general manager at 
the home office of the Scottish Union & 
National, and J. H. Vreeland, United 
States manager of the company, were in 
Chicago for a few days last week. They 
will visit all of the principal agencies 
of the country in the larger cities, and 
will also take a trip through Canada 
before returning to New York. 

* * * 


The Rotary Club of Woodlawn (Chi- 
cago) will devote its meeting on Thurs- 
Gay, Oct. 12, to fire prevention. James 
F. Joseph of the fire prevention commit- 
teee of the Chicago Safety Council will 
address the meeting. 


LARGE CITIES AGENTS 
ON ACQUISITION COST 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5) 


made then the agents say they are ready 
to take lower commissions. However, 
they feel they must be given time to 
make the readjustment and the compa- 
nies must help. When they find that 
the flow of business is through the local 
agency offices, coming through legiti- 
mate channels, they will be able to 
make the sacrifice and will do it with a 
right good will. 

The agents in the large cities of the 
west are very much aroused and feel 
that the companies have gone ahead 
with a plan without seeking their help. 
Many agents who have devoted their 
time largely to fire insurance say that 
they are determined to push more for 
casualty business because these battles 
with companies as to compensation are 
not coming up as they are in the fire 
business. 

Protest from Chicago 


The following protest has been sent 
to members of the Western Insurance 
Bureau by Chicago agents: 


Early in this present year, the jomt 
large cities committee of th Western 
Union and Western Insurance Bureau 
requested a committee of agents, com- 
pensated by commission only, be ap- 
Dointed to confer on the Chicago situ- 
ation. This company committee advised 
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us they were of the opinion that better 
and more harmonious results could be 
obtained by and with the cooperation of 
local agents of Chicago, than by the 
former method which it is agreed by all 
resulted in the present distressing con- 
ditions now obtaining. 

This local agents committee welcomed 
the new attitude of the companies, agree- 
ing with them it was the proper method 
of arriving at a satisfactory solution of 
so important a subject, and believing so, 
entered into the conference. It was our 
thought that when two parties to a con- 
troversy meet in a spirit of fairness and 
harmony, each side considering the 
others’ difficulties, much good can be 
accomplished. With this uppermost in 
our mind, many vital concessions were 
made by us in order that a unanimous 
report could be made. 


Features of the Agreement 


This committee representing the agents 
in Chicago compensated on a commis- 
sion basis, after conferences extending 
over several months, came to a unani- 
mous agreement with the joint large 
cities committee of the Union and Bu- 
reau, the substance of which was: 

(1) Commissions or brokerage to Cook 
county agents, brokers and solicitors in 
the entire city of Chicago and Cook 
county, were to be uniform. 

(2) That the companies would limit 
their principal agents or supervisory 
general agents to not more than two 
for each company, including underwrit- 
ers’ agenci'?s, 

(3) That such agents should receive 
an over-riding flat commission of 10 per- 
cent and 5 percent contingent. 

It is now our understanding that the 
Western Union has considered this un- 
animous r°’port, disregarding it entirely, 
and formulated a different program, and, 
furthermore, that your organization is 
to be asked to concur in their action. 


Should Adopt Program Agreed On 


We believe the plan representing the 
unanimous report of both companies and 
agents would have settled th» difficulties 
which we are now confronting and that 
the present program, at least as we un- 
derstand it, will not work any better 
than the plan orginated in 1914. 

It is therefore the desire of the under- 
signed, representing a majority of the 
premium income in Cook county, to go on 
record against any arrangement which 
maintains a differential of 5 percent be- 
tween the commissions to brokers and 
the commissions to Cook county agents. 
It is our belief that the payment by 
companies of a higher rate of commis- 
sion to Cook county agents of 5 percent 
more than to legitimate brokers is the 
fundamental cause of the high cost of 
the business and most of the trouble in 
Cook county. 


Want Agents Limited 


The failure to limit representation is 
also one of the largest factors in the 
cost of conducting business in this city. 
The company office, under a multiple 
agency system, is a competitor of and 
is compelled to perform the functions of 
a local agent. There can be no equality 
where one company acquires its business 
in this way and another restricts its 
operations to a single agent who is also 
performing the duties of an underwriter. 

We respectfully request that before 
concurring with the action of the West- 
ern Union you give these matters care- 
ful and serious consideration. A local 
agent will be unable to operate on a 5 
percent over-riding commission and com- 
pete with companies operating on a sub- 
agency plan in paying 15 percent, 20 
percent and 25 percent commission. It 
is a well recognized fact that business 
will reach the company through the most 
expensive source, which has_ been 
thoroughly demonstrated by the increase 
of Class 2 agents since the 1914 agree- 
ment went into effect; the fact that that 
agreement carried the same unfair and 
unbusinesslike arrangement being to our 
minds one of the principal causes of its 
failure. 


Stoddard Will Speak 


NEW YORK, Oct. 11.—F. R. Stod- 
dard, insurance superintendent of New 
York, will be the guest of honor at the 
dinner and meeting of the Insurance 
Society of New York to be held Oct. 
24. Mr. Stoddard is the fifth of his 
office to be the guest and speaker of 
the evening at the annual dinners of 
the society. His three immediate prede- 
cessors have attended similar gather- 
ings. Just prior to the dinner an in- 
formal reception will be tendered Mr. 
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MEMBER AUDIT BUREAU OF CIRCULATIONS 








The Hot Springs Convention 


who attended the meeting of the 
ASSOCIATION OF 

Hot 
dynamic force of that organization. 


THOSE 
NATIONAL 


AGENTS at Springs realized the 


There 
need be no battle cry to call out the troops 
to make an organization of this kind well 


worth while. Some desire it a militant 


bedy all the time, one imbued with the 


crusader seeking to remedy evils 


and to seek justice. Others 
an educational association, endeav- 


spirit, 
would have it 
largely 
oring to increase the efficiency and useful- 
ness of the local agency body. 

There are times when the agents need 
to defend their cause and defend it cour- 
should be known 


ageously. Their power 


and exercised, if their rights are disre- 


garded. However, there is no cause for 
presenting angularities to the world on all 
occasions and seeking a fight. 

The NaAtionaAL ASSOCIATION OF 
AGENTS will gain ground and sup- 


port by always adhering to truth and right, 


INSUR- 
ANCE 
by exercising toleration, by winning the 
confidence of the companies 
as well as its own mem- 


and insurance 
commissioners, 
bers. 

This able guidance has 
reached a point of advantage. It has de- 
veloped strength and power. With its com- 
there is always the dan- 


association by 


manding position, 
ger of going too far, of wielding the big 
stick. The conservatism of the body, how- 
ever, was manifested at Hot Springs in the 
unanimous re-election of JAMES L. CAsE 
as president and FRANK R. 
committee. 


BELL chairman 


of the executive Both are 


ardent association men, both are willing to 


INSURANCE 


unsheath the sword necessary in de- 
fense of principles. 

But still, both see the | 
necessity of working in harmony with all 
interested in the insurance. 

President been able by his 


high character and unseltish spirit to bring 


more important 
welfare of 
Case has 


the organization in alliance with other 


powerful bodies and to win their respect 
and confidence. 
There was one moment of tenseness at 
Hot Springs when President CASE rose to 
and presented the policy of 


the organization with emphasis and clear- 


the occasion 
ness. A discussion was being indulged 

over the bank controversy at Harrisburg, 
had en- 
had with- 
drawn in from the 
National Association that this agency was 
in violation of the principle enunciated by 
the organization in opposing the extension 


it was stated, 
after two 
with 


Ill. One company, 
tered the agency 


accord advices 


A prominent agent of 
this company declared he would resign it 


of bank agencies. 


whenever the National Association gave 
the word. 
It was here that President CAsE in no 


uncertain words told the members that the 


NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF INSURANCE 
AGENTS would never call on its members to 
It would not call a 
that in any 


member 


resign any company. 
strike. Mr. CaAsE 
involving a 


asserted 
issue company each 
must decide his own course. 
That pronouncement reflects the sound- 
sanity of this mighty 


The Hot Springs meeting was 


ness and body of 
fine men. 
constructive, if it was not meteoric, and 


showed the organization’s real value. 


A. G. Chapman’s Unselfish Work 


A. G. CHAPMAN of Louisville has retired 
from the chairmanship of the executive 
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION 
Prior to holding 
chairman of the 
Here is a man with 


committee of the 
oF INSURANCE AGENTS. 
that was 
grievance committee. 

vision, with unusual ability, 
charm, with great loyalty to his organiza- 


position he 
with personal 


who has made tremendous sacrifice 
He has had 
He met 
He ac- 


tion, 
for the good of his fellows. 
some trying and vexing issues. 
them and valiantly. 
He did not pass it 
on to others. He has given us all a lesson 
that we should learn—the duty 
man to contribute his part to the general 
welfare of his business. 

Had Mr. CHAPMAN done nothing more 
than present that constructive report at 
the Chattanooga mid-year convention, his 


intelligently 


of every 


work would have deserved the plaudits of 
all. It was a statesmanlike document that 
interpreted the most progressive thought 
in the ranks. The National 
owes much to this champion of its cause. 


Association 


HALF 
far ‘in 


hearted efforts won't get very 
line of endeavor that pays 


Easy jobs are easy to fill 


any 
good money 
and don’t command high salaries. 


for work is the ab- 

value to himself 
man is entitled to 
what he works for. 


A man’s capacity 
measure of his 


and to society. No 


solute 


more than 

Are you the locomotive of your busi- 
train, or only the smoker or 
baggage car? 


ness 


Hn. OW. Carlisle, one of the leading 
producers in the Chicago office of Marsh 
& McLetinan, was in “charge of an in- 
teresting booth at the annual conven- 
tion of the American Electrical Railway 


in Chicago last week. Mr. Carlisle had 
an unusually large map of the United 





maintained offices 


Association held on the Municipal Pier | 


States on display which showed by | 
means. of colored tacks the various 
points at which Marsh & McLennan 


s, and where they wrote | 


| the insurance for public utilities of one | 


| kind or another. Marsh 

| write a big volume of business on street 

railways, electric light and power plants 
and gas plants. The Chicago conven- 

| tion was attended by manufacturers of 

| all kinds of electrical appliances 

| devices. 





manager of 
Bureau, who 


| J. V. Parker, 


| ern Actuarial was con- 


| fined to St. Francis Hospital in Chicago | 


| for a week with an infection in his leg, 
| has left the hospital and is now con- 
| valescing at his home. Mr. Parker will 
| Probably be able to get down 
| office for a few hours on 
| Saturday of this week. He is 


rapidly 
getting back into shz ee again. 


Hal R. Howell, for ten 


| its consolidation with the Des Moines 


| Fire and at present president of the 
Hawkeye Securities, has been elected 
president of the Des Moines National 


Bank, one of the biggest banks in Iowa. 
He succeeds John Cavanagh, who was 
elected president three years ago, suc- 
ceeding Arthur Reynolds, now presi- 
dent of the Continental & Commercial 
National of Chicago. Mr. Howell will 
be a to give his entire time to the 
bank, but he will retain his interests in 
the Hawkeye Securities and the Will- 
cox-Howell- Hopkins & Mulock agency. 
Hugh E. Rumsey, for almost 30 years 
general agent for Iowa for the Penn 
Mutual Life. succeeds Mr. Howell as 
vice-president of the bank. 





Armin Bohn, manager of the insur- 
ance department of the Fletcher Savings 
& Trust Company at Indianapolis, died 
Sunday night after an illness of sev- 
‘ral months. He was 67 years old and 
had been prominent in insurance circles 
in Indianapolis for 15 years or more. 
Before entering the insurance business 
he had been department manager of a 
large wholesale millinery house in In- 
dianapolis. His first insurance connec- 
tion was with the German American 
[rust Company, which was later con- 
solidated with the Fletcher Trust, of 
which he became treasurer and man- 
ager of the insurance department. He 
is survived by a widow and a son, Armin 

30hn, Jr.. who is in the insurance busi- 
ness in Indianapolis. Mr. Bohn took 
an active interest in politics and also 
was well known as one deeply interested 
in the philanthropic institutions of the 
city. 


Elwin W. Law, western manager of 
the Royal, states that it is his desire to 
see Ralph Rawlings of Rawlings & 
Hewett, western manager of the Boston 
and Old Colony, unanimously elected 
president of the Western Automobile 
Underwriters Conference at the annual 
meeting of the organization to be held 


Oct. 26. A number of Mr. Law’s friends 
have been campaigning for him as a 
possible candidate. Mr. Law now states 


that he does not wish to have his name 
offered, and that he hopes Conference 
members will rally to Mr. Rawlings’ 
support, and elect him to head the or-— 
ganization during the coming year. 


William A. Murphy, the recently ap- 
pointed director of trade and commerce 
in Illinois, is a member of the Oliver 
Realty Company of Joliet, Ill. The de- 
partment of trade and commerce has 
general supervision over the insurance 
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dent of the old Haw keye Fire prior to | 











WILLIAM A, MURPHY 


department, so that in his new position 
Mr. Murphy will have more or less con- 
tact with insurance men_ throughout 
Illinois. The Oliver Realty Company 
is the largest agency in Joliet and one 
of the largest in northern Illinois. Mr. 
Murphy and his partner, John B. An- 
derson, are well known to Illinois local 
agents. 

Clyde Smith of Lansing, Mich., well- 
known local agent and president of the 
Michigan Association oi Insurance 
Agents, was prominent at the Hot 
Springs convention of the. national body. 
Mr. Smith formerly traveled in Michi- 
gan for the National of Hartford but 
saw greater opportunities in the local 
agency field. It is interesting to hear 
Mr. Smith tell how he got into the in- 
surance business. He was formerly 
railway mail clerk running into Chicago. 
One day in the railway clerks’ dormi- 
tory at Chicago, he saw a copy of THE 
NATIONAL UNDERWRITER lying on the 
table. He took it un. read a few articles 
in it and then concluded that he could 
run an insurance business on the side 
at his home in Vicksburg, Mich. He 
picked ont two advertisements, the Liv- 


erpool & T.ondon & Glcbe and _ the 
Hanover... He wrote to both these com- 
nanies and secured an agency. Then he 


learned about the Dean schedule and 
studied that, taking the Dean schedule 
course. He became adept in the anpli- 
cation of the schedule. Then he con- 
eluded that he would trv his hand in the 
field and started out for the National. 
making a great success. Mr. Smith is 
a live wire in everv sense of the word. 
He owes his entrance into insurance to 
Tur NATIONAL UNDERWRITER and he does 
not hesitate to say so. 

The talents of Frank W. Laughton, 
snecial asent for Virginia for the Mil- 
waukee Mechanics. with Richmond 
headauarters, do not lie altogether in 
the insurance line. He is also some- 
thing of a scribe. That was evidenced 
last week when he pulled down a $3 
rize with a story contributed to a 
Richmond paner in a contest in which 
that amount is awarded daily for the 
hest contribution on current observa- 
tions and events. 

Teshua Barbee. denutv insurance st- 
perintendent of Missonri, who has been 
connected with the denartment for a 
number of vears, will retire from office 
Nov. 1. It is exnected that Thomas 
Rroawn of Fredericktown will be ao- 
nointed to the wacanev. Mr. Brown is 


1 delecate to the constitutional conven- 
tion now in session at Jefferson City. 
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LOHMEYER HEADS NEW POND 


West Virginia Blue Gocse Installed at 
Meet.ng at Charleston With 
31 Charter Members 


CHARLESTON, W. VA., Oct. 10.— 
Arthur Lohmeyer, state agent, Aetna 
Insurance company, was eiected most 
loyal gander at the installation cere: 
monies of the West Virginia Pond ot 
the Blue Goose held here Thursday 
night. All initiation work was under 
the supervision of Edward M. Liljeblad. 
past most loyal gander of the Ohio 
Pond, who was appointed special repre- 
sentative of the Grand Nest. 

Thirty-one charter members were 1n- 
stalled during the ceremonies Thursday 
and an additional list will soon be ini- 
tiated, according to. F, W. Shirer, state 
agent, Springfield Fire and Marine com- 
pany. } , 

A.C. Trummell, custodian of the gos- 
lings, special agent of the Queen Insur- 
ance company; A. C. Meyers, guardian 
of the Nest, state agent of the Insurance 
Company of North America; Charles T. 
Ray, keeper of the golcen goose egg. 
inspector, West Virginia Inspection 
Bureau; R. M. August, wielder of the 
goose quill, state agent for the Boston 
Insurance company and W. B. Rags- 
dale, captain of the guard, special agent 
for the Great American Insurance com- 
pany are the other officers named. 





Cc. H. PATTON HAS RESIGNED 





G. L. Ejiselstein Has Been Appointed 
Manager of Cleveland Office of 
the Ohio Inspection Bureau 


CLEVELAND, O., Oct. 6—Although he 
had again taken up the reins of duty at 
the Cleveland office of the Ohio Inspec- 
tion Bureau, after an illness of almost 
a year, Charles H. Patton still found th? 
work too strenuous for his strength and, 
as a result, he presented his resignation 
a few days ago. Mr. Patton had been 
in the harness 29 years, the greater part 
of that tim as manager of the Cleveland 
Inspection Bureau, which was an inde- 
pendent rating and inspection organiza- 
tion up to a few years ago. When it 
was finally consolidated with the Ohio 
Inspection Bureau he remained as man- 
ager. 

Mr. Patton was not alone an exprrt on 
inspection and rating matters. He aided 
in securing the high water pressure serv- 
ice for the business and industrial sec- 
tions of the city in 1906 and the following 
year h2 conceived the idea of automatic 
water sprinkler systems for street car 
barns and yards and supervised the test- 
ing of the first equipments installed here. 
Now all buildings and yards are thus 
equipped. 

G. L. Eislstein, who has been with the 
Ohio Inspection Bureau 14 years, has been 
named to succeed Mr. Patton. He served 
as acting manager during Mr. Patton’s 
absence and has made many friends in 


the city. Formerly he had ben with the 
Toledo branch. 


Warning on Outdoor Fires 
COLUMBUS, O., Oct. 10.—‘Reports of 
property losses due to blazes starting 
from outdoor fires are coming in to the 


department,” said State Fire Marshal 
Dykeman. “I wish our people would be 
more careful. No rain has fallen for 


some time and the fields, woods and the 
combustible roofs are bone dry. Several 
places in Ohio serious woods fires have 
been started, and fires from fields have 
raced up to and have destroyed farm 
cutbuildings. To the hazard of fire is 
added the scarcity of water to combat it. 
Wells and cisterns are low or dry; water 
courses are at a minimum depth. Hunt- 
ers should be careful in using matches 
cr smoking in the woods. Owing to the 
lack of rain the leaves are falling much 
earlier this year, and make an inflam- 
mable carprst. 

“Farmers should plow safety zones 
about their fields and automobile smok- 
ers should be careful where their match 
sticks and cigar and cigarette butts are 
thrown. Any fire means a tax on all of 
us, hence every one should be interested 
in keeping down fires. Get the dead and 
dry herbage away from your houses and 
cutbuildings, and be very careful under 
what conditions you start an outdoor 
fire. Never leave a fire, especially at 
night, until you know that every ember 
is out.” 


Cleveland Fire Insurance Club 


CLEVELAND, O., Oct. 10.—The first 
general meeting of the Fire Insurance 
Club for the year will be held at noon 
Oct. 25, following a luncheon. As yet, 
the speaker has not been announced, but 
whoever it may be, the members are 
assured of an interesting discussion on 
some important phase of the business. 
Following the plan inaugurated last 
year, there will be a series of these 
meetings through the winter months. 

President William Pa Beggs has 
announced that preparations are in the 
making for some kind of a party in the 
near future. It may take the form of a 
clambake or it may be something else, 
but at any rate the committee in charge 
will have something to announce shortly. 


Ohio Notes 


W. B. Flickinger, assistant western 
manager of the North America, stopped 
off in Cleveland on his way from the 
meeting of the Western Union at Man- 
chester, Vt. to visit his son, W. E. Flick- 
inger, of the Richey-Flickinger Co., gen- 
eral insurance. He also called on a 
number of the local agents while there. 

The following have been licensed as 
nonresident brokers in Ohio: Consoli- 
dated Insurance Agency, Charleston and 
Huntington, W. Va.; George Bills, Jr., 
Williamstown, W. Va.; Thomas J. Comer, 
Pittsburgh; William F. Potts, Bellevue, 
Ky.; Louis H. Ruedesueli, Detroit, Mich.; 
Benjamin, Hastings & Miner, Inc., New 
York City. 

Floyd U. Brookhart, superintendent of 
agents for the National Mutual and the 
Celina Mutual Casualty of Celina, O.. 
and Albert W. Parsons, underwriter for 
these same two mutuals, have been 
elected directors in the two organiza- 
tions, Mr. Brookhart becoming a director 
of the Celina Mutual and Mr. Parsons 





director of the National Mutual. 
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NEW RULES PROMULGATED 


Envelope Cancellation Notices Will Be 


Allowed by the Indiana Depart- 
ment With Certain Restrictions 


_ Further developments have come up 
im connection with the “envelope can- 
cellation notice’ which was ruled 
against by the Indiana insurance de- 
Partment in August last. It seems that 
this form of cancellation notice was ob- 


jected to because some of the companies 
were not inclosing in the envelope any- 
thing to indicate the printed notice on 
the envelope, while others were in- 
cluding advertising matter entirely for- 
eign to the cancellation issue. After 
further investigation, the companies 
have been advised that they may con- 
tinue the use of the envelope cancella- 
tion notice, provided they abide by the 
following requirements: 

1. No pamphlets, cards or other mat- 


cellation shall be inclosed in the en- 
velope. 

2. The envelope should have printed 
on the outside the following: “N. B— 
This communication is printed upon the 
inside of this envelope.” 

3. A duplicate notice is to be in- 
closed in the envelope and Shall be 
headed: “This is a duplicate of the 
notice of cancellation ot your policy, 
which notice appears on the inside of 
the envelope within which this is in- 
closed.” 


NEW COMPANIES IN MICHIGAN 





State Insurance Department Shows 
Those Licensed and Withdrawing 
Since First of Year 





LANSING, MICH., Oct. 10.—The 
Michigan insurance department has just 
compiled a list of new companies ad- 
mitted to the state since Jan. 1 of this 
year, classified as follows: 
FIRE—Osaka Marine & Fire; Standard 
American Fire, Chicago; Union Hispano- 
Americana; United American, Pitts- 
burgh; Prudential of Great’ Britain: 
National Retailers Mutual, Chicago; 
Fidelity Mutual Fire, Indianapolis; Mil- 
lers Mutual, Harrisburg, Pa.; Chicago 
Fire & Marine; Fuso Marine & Fire; 
Retail Druggists Mutual, Cincinnati. 

CASUALT Y—Brotherhood Accident, 
Boston; Hardware Mutual Casualty, 
Stevens Point, Wis.,; Great American 
Casualty. Chicago. 

RECIPROCAL—Detroit Automobile 
Inter-Ins. Exchange, Detroit (Sidney D. 
Waldon, Thos. P. Henry and Chas. P. 
Vandusen, attorneys-in-fact); National 
Automobile Insurance Assn., Indianapolis 
(Underwriters Exchange, attorneys-in- 
fact); Motor Insurance Exchange, 
Detroit (Parrish, Roskam ©& Keller, 
attorneys-in-fact); Tornado Intr-Insur- 
ance Exchange, Duluth (Jas. H. Harper, 
attorney-in-fact); First Bond Insurance 
Exchange, Lansing, Mich. (First Bond & 
Mortgage Agency, Ltd., attorneys-in- 
fact); Federal Automobile Ins. Assn., 
Indianapolis (Federal Underwriters, Inc., 
attorneys-in-fact); Fort Dearborn Casu- 
alty Underwriters, Chicago (Walker 
Service, Inc., attorneys-in-fact). 

LOCAL MUTUALS—Frankenmuth Mu- 
tual Auto, Frankenmuth, Mich.; State 
Mutual hail, Grand Ledge, Mich.; Michi- 














gan ‘1i.....hhermen’s Mutual, Lansing, 
Mich. 
Companies which have withdrawn 


since the first of the year are listed as 
follows: 


Norwegian Assurance Union; Norske 
Lloyd; City Equitable of London; West- 
ern of Pittsburgh; Jakor; American 
Inter-Ins. Exchange, Kansas City, Mo.; 
Kaskaskia Live Stock, Shelbyville, IIL; 
Spanish-American Union, Havana, Cuba; 
Fire Reassurance of Paris; Thames & 
Mersey Marine. 


“Star” Has Insurance Special 


INDIANAPOLIS, IND., Oct. 9.—The In- 
dianapolis “Star” last week issued an 
insurance section of ten pages devoted 
entirely to news items and discussions 
on all branches of insurance. Fire, cas- 
ualty and life insurance and all the new 
side lines were given some mention in 
the paper. Fire prevention was stressed 
throughout the special edition. It was a 
well arranged edition and carried the 
message of adequate insurance protec- 
tion into the homes of the insuring pub- 
lic in a thorough way. 





Probing Illinois Fires 


The Illinois state fire marshal’s office 
is investigating four fires of unexplained 
origin which occurred in Lebanon, High- 
land and Troy, three towns within a 
radius of ten miles, in the last four days. 
The estimated total loss is $120,000. 

The last conflagration was at Highland 
and destroyed a half block of buildings. 
The blaze started in a residence occupied 
by Louis Stoeckley and quickly spread 
to the Neumann building adjoining. This 
structure was used by William Sullivan 
for living quarters and_ restaurant, 
Eugene Ernst, barber, Clarence Rin- 








ter not relating to the notice of can- 








derer’s novelty store and the jewelry 


shop of Joseph Seitz, and was almost 
completely destroyed. Two other build- 
ings were damagéd. The damag was 
estimated at $38,000. 

Sullivan had opened his place of busi- 
ness for the first time that morning, hav- 
ing moved to Highland with his family 
the day before. They lost all their per- 
sonal property. Lack of a general water 
supply handicapped the firemen and 
enabled the flames to get beyond control. 

Another fire in Highland last Monday 
did $12,000 damage. A fire in Lebanon 
early Sunday caused $30,000 loss, while 
the Troy blaze last Saturday did $40,000 
damage. 


Indiana Rate Cut 


A reduction in rates on fireproof 
buildings of 15 percent and on contents 
of 25 percent has been ordered by Su- 
perintendent McMurray of Indiana, 
effective Oct. 16. Mr. McMurray also 
stipulates that the companies must give 
increased credits for coinsurance. This 
is a modification of the order issued 
July 10, in which Mr. McMurray de- 
manded a rate reduction of 25 percent 
on both fireproof buildings and con- 
tents. 


All manufacturing risks were taken 
cut of the order and no decrease was 
granted on these, as it was shown that 
present rates were not excessive in face 
of the experience. The experience upon 
which the ruling was based was a five 
year showing of premiums and losses on 
fire proof buildings and contents. The 
figures were furnished by the Western 
Actuarial Bureau, represented by Mr. 
Hobbs. Among company representatives 
who were present were R. B. Ives, vice- 
president of the Aetna; Geo. H. Bell, 
manager of the western department of 
the National; Chas. H. Yunker, president 
ef the Milwaukee Mechanics; Wm. L. 
Lerch, manager of the western depart- 
ment of the Great American, and E. M. 
Sellers, publisher of the Indiana Inspec- 
tion Bureau. 


Detroit Building Figures 


DETROIT, MICH., Oct. 10—This city 
added another large total in new con- 
struction during September, when it ag- 
gregated $10,014,311 for 2,444 permits. 
It has been estimated that! Detroit will 
be able to break all previous building 
totals for any one year if it is able to 
show a total for each of the remaining 
months of at least $5,500,000. With Sep- 
tember aimost double that amount, it 
gives some leeway for a drop in the re- 
maining three months without danger of 
falling below the goal set. 

A total of 1,899 permits for new work 
to cost $9,562,723 and 545 for additions 
and alterations to cost $451,588 made up 
the list. 

These figures, compared with 1,797 per- 
mits, valued at $5,795,509 in the same 
month of last year. The increase was 
647 permits and $4,218,802 in cost. 


Forest Fires Under Control 


Forest fires in Cheboygan county, 
Mich., which for a time threatened the 
summer cottages of Michigan field men 
at Mullet Lake, have been brought under 
control with the loss of several farm 
properties. Michigan has escaped any 
serious forest fires up to date and a 
general rainfall over the state, which 
now prevails, will further safeguard 
property exposed to this hazard. 





Niagara Field Men Meet 


A meeting of the field representatives 
of the farm department of the Niagara 
was held at the department offices in 
Indianapolis Oct. 4-5. Vice President W. 
L. Steele presided at the meetings. D. P. 
Barrett is manager of the farm depart- 
ment. There were 14 fi2ld men present. 


The business of the Niagara’s farm 
department shows a healthy gain, 


reports from all sections indicating an 
increasingly optimistic view of farm 
conditions throughout the middle west. 


Firemen Show Efficiency 


INDIANAPOLIS, IND., Oct. 11.-—Fire 
drills demonstrating the efficiency of the 
Indianapolis fire department were given 








in the drill yard of the central fire sta- 
tion Wednesday night as a part of the 
program of the fire prevention campaign 
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Tie Groatémenicanjiutus! Far in the Lead 


Company The fact that approximately 


one car out of every ten in 
Ohio is insured by The Great 
American is convincing evi- 
dence that this progressive in- 
stitution is “the people’s fa- 
vorite automobile insurance 


i 
~,? +, 


~ bar. 











Surplus to Policyholders . 





gansta tarseanae toleang company.” 
H. M. BARFIELD H. S. BASSETT CHARLES H. HARRADEN 
President Secretary Managing Underwriter 


Buckeye National Fire 


Insurance Co. 
. . $149,508.34 








ECONOMIC MANAGEMENT 


MAKING SPLENDID ?ROGRESS 





OHIO AND MICHIGAN AGENTS WANTED! 
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Michigan, 





A Reliable Pregressive Agency Company 


OLUMBIAN NATIONAL 


FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY 


LANSING, MICH. 
Ses ene se «> 
TO POLICYHOLDERS.- - .- $1,170,026.07 


LICENSED IN 
Ohio, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Illinois, Indiana, 


Wisconsin, lewa, Minnesota, New York, Massachusetts, 


Rhode Island, Louisiana, California, 
Tennessee and Kansas 


Representatives Solicited 








ANTHONY MATRE 
President Vice-Pre: 





HENRY REIS, M. D 


JOSEPH BERNING 
Vice-President 


Licensed in the following States: 
Cole.; IH.; Ind.; Ia.; Ky.; La.; Md.; Mass.; Mieh.; Minn. 
Miss.; Me.; Mont.; Nev.; N. H.; N. J.; N. Y.; N.C.; Ohie 
Pa.; S. C.; Tenn.; Tex.; W. Va.; Wis. 


A good company for good agents 


MARQUETTE NATIONAL 


FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY 
INSURANCE EXCHANGE 
ASSETS OVER $2,000,000 CHICAGO 


NAPOLEON PICARD 
Sec: 


sident y-Treas. 
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The Mutual 


HENRY WENTZ, President 


The only Ohio Company Specializing on Plate Glass Insurance. 
SERVICE TO OUR REPRESENTATIVES AND POLICYHOLDERS 


Plate Glass Insurance Co. 


Shelby, Ohio 
Organized 1883 

L. A. DENNIS, Sec. and Gen’l Agent 
Not an experiment. 








Today is 


Territory in Ohio, Indiana, 


Home Office - 


The Best Field in the Insurance Business 


Live Stock Insurance 


We want good men who work among farmers and stockmen to communicate with us 


Illinois, Minnesota, Oklahoma, Missouri and Iowa 


THE KASKASKIA LIVE STOCK INSURANCE Co. 


INCORPORATED 
Shelbyville, Illinois 











DETROIT 


DETROIT - ° 


JAS. M. TEAHEN, Treasurer 





GEO. K. MARCH, President and General Manager 


NATIONAL FIRE 


Insurance Company 
231-233 John R. Street 


MICHIGAN 


WYNN C. GEROW, Secretary 
M. E. BLACK, Assistant Secretary 














now under way in Indianapolis. 
hundred persons witnessed the 


Several 
exhibi- 


tion. The drills were given under the 
supervision of Harry Fulmer, battalion 
chief, and Jacob E. Riedel, chief of fire 


prevention’ work. Frank C. Jordan, 
chairman of the fire prevention commit- 
tee of the Indianapolis Chamber of 
Commerce, was present and assisted with 


the program. 
The National Board’s film, “The Dan- 
ger That Never Sleeps,” depicting fire- 


fighting methods, and other films show- 
ing the Indianapolis fire department in 
action, were shown. 


MAY MEET AT HARRISBURG 


Illinois Association of Insurance Agents 
Will Arrange for a Conference in 
Chicago Next Week 


The members of the Illinois Associa- 
tion of Insurance Agents who were 
present at the National association con- 
vention at Hot Springs, Ark., last week 
dined together one evening and dis- 
cussed ways and means for promoting 
the best interests of the association. 
President J. A. Giberson was in charge 
of the meeting. President Giberson will 
retire from office at the annual meeting 
this fall. He stated that in his opinion 
the time had come for a salaried man 
to devote his time to the promotion of 
the body, keeping in touch with the 
problems before it and following them 
up. At a meeting at the Hotel LaSalle 
in Chicago Oct. 17, at 2 p. m., previous 
to the annual convention of the Fire 
Underwriters Association of the North- 
west, the matter will be more fully 
canvassed. President Giberson said that 
in his opinion, the association was los- 
ing time and opportunity by nct having 
sufficient funds to enable the work to 
be prosecuted with some vigor. 

The officers desire the annual meeting 
to be held somewhere in southern IIli- 
nois. It has been suggested that Har- 
risburg would be a good point. J. C. 
Robertson, one of the leading agents of 
Harrisburg, was in attendance at the 

ot Springs meeting and on his return 
home promised to canvass the hotel fa- 
cilities and see if adequate accommoda- 
tions can be secured. 


FIRE PREVENTION ACTIVITY 


James F. Joseph of the Western Actua- 
rial Committee Makes Addresses 
in Some Indiana Cities 


The Gary, Ind., Rotary club devoted 
its meeting on Oct. 5 to fire prevention. 
A full attendance listened to James F. 
Joseph, representing the Western 
Actuarial Bureau, talk on conservation 
in fire prevention. Mr. Joseph strongly 
advocated the formation of a permanent 
fire prevention committee composed of 
the representative men and women of 
Gary. The suggestion was acted upon 
by a unanimous vote and Messrs. 
Mavuzy and Churchill, insurance agen- 
cies, were appointed a committee to for- 
mulate plans looking to the appoint- 
ment of such a committee. 

The Kiwanis Club of Evansville, Ind., 
will hold a fire prevention meeting Oct. 
12. James F. Joseph will address the 
meeting in behalf of the Western Actua- 
rial Bureau. 


Indiana Department’s Expenses 


INDIANAPOLIS, IND., Oct. 11—In dis- 
cussing the expenses of operating the In- 
diana insurance department, Commis- 
sioner McMurray said recently that for 
the state fiscal year ending Sept. 30 the 
department’s expenses totalled $41,400, 
or $13,800 less than the $55,300 appro- 
priated by the legislature for the period. 
Up to Sept. 30 the department collected 
$1,287,047 in fees and special taxes, all 
of which, except $14,749, went into thr 
state general fund with the usual appro- 
priation. The $14,749 went for the em- 
ployment of persons to make examina- 
tions and came out of th? fees and not 
out of the general appropriation. 


New Board at Belleville 


Committees of the Illinois State Board 
in the 


and Illinois Field Club assist2d 
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crganization of a local board at Belle. 
ville, Ill., last week. There have been 
disturbances over rates and forms jp 
Belleville for some time, and the agents 
finally decided to get together and create 
a local organization. Gus Becker js 
president of the new board; J. Schmale, 
vice-president and Clara M. Fries, secre- 
tary and treasurer. 


Agency Entertains Field Men 


The E. T. Guthrie agency in Mattoon 
Ill, gave an all-day entertainment lagt 
week to all state and special agents of 
the companies in that agency. A golf 
tournament was held during the day 
with lunch being served at the elyp 
house. In the evening a banquet wags 
held at the Business Women’s Club, 
thirty guests being in attendance, 
Awards for the golf tourney were given 


at the banquet, Melvin LaPitre being 
winner of first place and J. D. LaTeer 
being winner of the “booby” prize. 


Indiana Insurance Golf Tourney 


Interest in the annual Indiana Fire 
Insurance Field Men’s Golf Tournament 
is now at fever heat. The first match, 
played at the Riverside course, went to 
the Riversiders by an easily perceptible 
margin. Montgomery of the Riversiders 
is shining with stellar luster at present 
while Barr and Jack Meyer of the Ellen- 
bergers have both turned in scores of 
considerable merit. Hudson _ Jones's 
form, so to speak, has been much im- 
proved by a new pair of knickers, which 
is reflected in a better score card. There 
are two more matches still to be played 
and the best players in both camps are 
being groomed for the final struggle. 


Inspection at Evansville 


About 100 field men are making a spe- 
cial inspection of Evansville, Ind., today 
(Thursday) representing the Conserva- 
tion & Fire Prevention Association of 
Indiana. Many Indianapolis field men 
were preparing to take part in the in- 
spection and quite a number of them 
planned to drive down. 


Indiana Collections Slow 


Indiana field men are reporting slow 
agency balance collections and special 
effort is being made to bring collections 
up to October 1. The small town agen- 
cies are seemingly making a. better 
showing than some of those in the larger 


towns, this in spite of the unfavorable 
conditions among farmers. 
As to general business’ conditions, 


“however, there is a feeling of optimism. 
Premium receipts are increasing on both 
mercantile and manufacturing lines, in- 
dicating a substantial revival of busi- 
ness. Factories all over the state are 
getting back to normal production in 
various lines and it is believed that next 
year will see fine increase in the insur- 
ance business. 


Corbet Takes Up New Work 


Cc. L. Corbet, who has been appointed 
special agent of the Liverpool & London 
& Globe for Indiana on sprinkler leak- 
age and other special lines, has begun 
his new work, with headquarters at In- 
dianapolis. He will be associated with 
State Agent Frank Ritchie. He went to 
Indianapolis from Cleveland, where he 
was manager of the Ohio branch of the 
Underwriters Service. He has also had 
experience with the Western Actuarial 
Bureau. 


Seek Fire Liability Law 


INDIANAPOLIS, IND., Oct. 15.—The 
legislative program of the fire preven- 
tion committee of the Indianapolis 
Chamber of Commerce contemplates the 
enactment of a state law to provide that 
a person who permits a preventable fire 
on his property may be held liable for 
damages and also an amendment which 
seeks to strengthen the present city fire 
prevention ordinance. A committee of 
three has been appointed to draft the 
proposed laws. The proposed state law 
will follow the lines of a fire prevention 
ordinance proposed for the province of 
Ontario, Can. me 

Action on the proposed new building 
code, it is stated, will be taken within 
the next three weeks. The proposed 
amendment to the city fire prevention 
ordinance would provide that the dam- 
age to a nonresistant fire roof by fire or 
natural wear need be only 20, instead of 
50 per cent, to require replacement by 
an entire new fire resistant roof, and 
that all shingle or non-fire-resistant 
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roofs within the city be replaced by fire | from Chicago to Kewanee, Ill., and will ; ae 
resistant roofs within the next ten years, | eStablish an insurance agency there. 

aoe Ss. 3 — nos Agency at e 
. Mattoon, + has purchased the Spitler- 
Indiana Notes Noble Agency. The Evans Ageacy is 
R. O. Furgason of Indianapolis, spe- | 2OW composed of S. R. Evans and Nettie 
cial agent of -" ais & Loeb compa- | Cooper. 
nies, went to the Methodist hospital Pleasant Hill school buildin r 
sain or , i i : s s g, two 
Tuesday to have his tonsils removed. miles east of Springfield, Ill., was burned Insuranrre € 
Theodore Stein, Jr. of the Stein | to the ground with $8,000 loss. Nearest 
agency in Indianapolis, was injured Sat- | water plug was a mile away and only 
urday evening in an automobile accident | chemicals were used to combat the 
north of the city. Mr. Stein’s arm was | flames. School authorities estimated that 
proken and his companions were badly | it would require $12,000 to replace the 
pruised and cut by broken glass. school. : 
Merrell E. Wilson, for several years Henry &. Renshaw id f the 
ast engaged in the insurance business OREY | ks Sones Beormuene OF | ERC 
at Evansville, Ind., has quit the busi- moth ——- apes — ol rol 1872 50th ANNIVERSARY 1922 
ness fo become supreme secretary and | P2BY, SaAst St. Louis, has entered (ne 
: é ~.. . | Chester penitentiary to serve an inde- 
treasurer of the Royal Order of Lions, a | turminate sentence of one to 14 years ior 
teeeet usc Rataghders eo" | erminaeé sentence af ane fo ¥4 feat i SH CAPITAL $10,000,000 
vansville. orgery. The Renshaw firm is in the 9 > 
Evans 4 : hands of a receiver. Its insurance busi- 
Alfred C. Schauer, secretary of the | ness was sold to Sexton & Sons. 
Underwriters Appraisal Company of 
Cleveland, is spending a couple of weeks Company owns United States Liberty and Victory Loan 
in Indianapolis with Indiana Manager ae 
Stanley D. Turner, looking over the firld. Michigan Notes Bonds in amount equal to its capital 
Mr. Schauer says that the company is : ‘ . 
going ahead in good shape. Otis <A. Leonard of _—_-- Mich., 
prominent insurance man and active in 
C. H. ~—— pe orga pea we? Albion club and fraternal circles, was POLICIES ISSUED TO COVER 
cial risk and inspection department o elected president of the Michigan League 
the Hartford at Chicago, was in Indian- | of Building and Loan Association at the Fire Registered Mail 
apolis the areater — nd _— sag Hac annual meeting of the league at Ann Lightning Profits War Risk Mail Package 
risited a number o e larger local} Arbor. 
et Foggy no Agent C3 0, ean, ae Commission Hulls Tourist Baggage 
Mr. Bray hopes to have other depart- Milton H. Grannatt, manager of the Wind Storm Automobiles Car 
ment heads visit the Indiana field also.| improved risk department of the New goes Sprinkler Leakage 
a York Underwriters in Chicago, whe = Hail Motorcycles Inland Marine Use and Occupancy 
— rincipal speak i t 
Illinois Notes | [pent ny ek ceaee Coak titts week, Explosion Leasehold Inland Transportation Riot and Civil Com- 
I. D. McDowell, for five yeavs a repre- | Mr. Grannatt spoke on “Fire Preven- Rents Marine Floaters motion 
sentative of the Travelers, has removed | tion.” © 6 
, ILLINOIS MISSOURI IOWA | IND. ILL: 
MINNESOTA OBSERVANCE WIDE | pected that many more arrests will be QUINCY ADJUSTM H. N. ODELL - 
made within the next few weeks. and SERVICE BUREAU Hou Ss nd St. E ‘lle. Ind. 
" 4 The fire situation in northern and | Welle Bldg., Quincy, Ill. George C. Gill, Mgr. Adgutans @ Fire, Tornado, Automobile and 
Communities of State Cooperate for | central Minnesota is considerably im- Inland Marine Losses 
Fire Prevention Week More Gener- proved, according to Mr. Cox. The fires 


ally Than Ever Before 


ST. PAUL, MINN., Oct. 10—Never be- 
fore have the various communities of 
the state, especially the civic, commer- 
cial and social clubs, cooperated so fully 
in the matter of Fire Prevention Week 
as they did this year, George H. Nettle- 
ton, state fire marshal said. Many of 
the cities and villages of the state hreld 
programs on fire prevention work, on 
days set aside by the city or village 
councils and the subject was discussed 
by school teachers before thir classes 
on days assigned by the county super- 
intendents. 


Posters and other literature was dis- 
tributed by numerous”) organizations, 
showing the value of fire prevention and 
citing figures showing the loss caused 
the state through fires. 


In St. Paul a large parade, including 
the exhibition of obsolete fire fighting 
apparatus and the new type equipment, 
was held at noon Friday. Floats show- 
ing the fire menace and hazards were 
also included in the line of march, 


New Dakota Farm Mutual 


MITCHELL, S. D., Oct. 10—What prom- 
ises to be one of the most important 
farmer mutual movements in the state 
was started following a series of confer- 
enc2s held at the annual convention of 
the South Dakota Farmers’ Union here 
last week. 


The new company will operate on a 
level premium basis, with the promise 
that the premium will be lower than the 
rates charged by the stock companies. 
Dividends will be divided among the 
policyholders. The company, which will 
be fully organized within a few weeks, 
will write fire and tornado coverage. 


The following officers were elected: 
Wm, Humphrey, Woonsocket, president; 
J. A. Hinken, Tripp, vice-president; A. M. 
Church, Burke, secretary, and O. J. Mur- 
phy, Vivian, treasurer. 


Fire Law Violators Convicted 


ST. PAUL, MINN.; Oct. 10—W. T. Cox, 
State forester, obtained 33 convictions 
on charges of violating the forestry laws, 
as applied to starting fires without a 
Permit and of starting fires in forest 
reserves. The wholesale convictions 
were for the latter part of August and 
in September. With but a few excep- 
tions, all of those found guilty wer: 
fined $25 and costs and one or two were 
Sentenced to 30 days in jail. It is ex- 





were reported held within their own ar2a 
and with the present weather conditions 
obtaining for several days, it is hoped 
the situation will be under full control. 
Forestry officials did not make an ‘ssti- 
mate of the total damage. 





Blue Goose Initiation 


MILWAUKEE, WIS., Oct. 10—Most 
Loyal Gander Roy lL. Nicholson, an- 
nounc’ss that the Wisconsin Pond of the 
Blue Goose will hold a business meeting 
and initiation Oct. 30 at a dinner to be 
given in one of the leading hotels of 
the city. An unusually large class of 
goslings will be initiated into the order, 
according to Mr. Nicholson. 


Delegates from th Wisconsin Blue 
Goose to the grand nest meeting in Chi- 
eago, Oct. 16-17, are: Nicholson, 
most loyal gander, Michigan Fire & 
Marine; F. R. Daniel, wielder, Wisconsin 
Inspection Bureau; J. R. Sullivan, guar- 
dian, Wisconsin Inspection Burau; 
George Wright, Commonwealth and Mer- 
cantile. L. C. Hilgemann, Springfield 
Fire & Marine, is alternate. 


Fire Boat Offers Problem 


MILWAUKEE, WIS., Oct. 10.—Fire 
Chief Thomas A. Clancy of the Milwau- 
kee fire department has purchased a 
$65,000 fire boat and can’t bring it home. 
The boat, recently purchased from the 
Duluth Railroad Company, is at Two 
Harbors, Mich., 600 miles north of Mil- 
waukee. There are no sleeping or eating 
accommodations on board the modern 
120-foot fire tug. The return route has 
been mapped out but the method of 
negotiation has been given to nine fire- 
men to solve. 


Milwaukee Board Nominations 


MILWAUKEE, WIS., Cct. 10.—Nomina- 
tions for officers for the coming year to 
be presented at the annual meeting of 
the Milwaukee Board are: Walter T. 
Greene, president; W. B. Calhoun, vice 
president; Emil Hunkel, secretary, and 
W. F. Lynch, treasurer; directors, J. M. 
Schneider, C. L. Borst, F, J. Lewis, Rob- 
ert Pittelkow, B. M. Weil and Monroe 
Porth. Further nominations may be 
made on the day of the election. , 

¢ 


Radio Talk by Bird 
MILWAUKEE, WIS., Oct. 10.—Robe 
Bird, vice president of the Milwaukee 
Mechanics, in a speech broadcasted from 

a local radio station declared: 
“With education in fire prevention and 
personal interest in our surroundings we 





ILLINOIS ADJUSTMENT COMPANY 
For company only 
Adjustment any place 
Specializing in fire—Automobile—Windstorm 
We also do inspection. 
2246 E. Adams Street Springfield, Illinois 
Phone Main 423 





NORTHERN & CENTRAL ILLINOIS 
BEN C. COOPER, Adjuster 

College Bidg. Ottawa, Ill. 
37 Years in Insurance Work 





INDIANA ILLINOIS MISSOURI 
SANGAMON ADJUSTMENT CO. 
2nd Floor Reisch Bidg., Springfield, Ill. 

General Adjusters 
We are equipped to handle all kinds of 
appraisements and i tions. 


Long Distance Bell Phone Main 2036 





INDIANA, ILLINOIS, OHIO AND 


KENTUCKY 


Experienced adjusters and investi- 
gators, licensed and bonded. Dubious 
Fire and Auto losses specialty. 


CENTRALLY LOCATED 
Automobile Claim Service Inc. 


524-523 K. of P. Bldg. 
INDIANAPOLIS, IND. 





MINNESOTA WISCONSIN 


CHARLES G. BATES 
General Adjuster for Companies 


30 Years’ Experience 
Plymouth Bldg. MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. 





INDIANA-MICHIGAN ADJUSTMENT CO. 
American Bidg 


HJ Lederer, Vice-Pres TBend, 

« de - " South 

C. W. Ginz, Sec’y & Treas. Indiana 

This concern is well equipped to handle all kinds of lesses 





H. R. PORTER 
Fire, Tornado and Automobile Adjustments 
708 Fourth National Bank Bldg. 
Phone Main 253 CINCINNATI, O. 


NORTHERN MICHIGAN ADJUSTMENT COMPANY 
Adjusters of Fire Losses 
206 Schirmer Bldg. 
384 Federal Ave. Saginaw, Mich. 








MISSOURI KANSAS 


F. W. LITTLE, JR., Adjuster 
FIRE and AUTOMOBILE LOSSES 
503-505 Orear-Leslie Bldg. Kansas City, Mo. 
Over 30 Years’ Experience 





NEBRASKA IOWA 
AUTOMOBILE ADJUSTMENT Co. 
Delbert C. Rich, Mgr. 
djusting—Inspec 
a 


A ting— vi 
710 Omaha Loan & Building Ass’n Bidg. sey, Nebe. 





KANSAS 


JOHN M. KINKEL W. P. KINKEL 
KINKEL ADJUSTMENT AGENCY 


Fire, Tornado and Aut bile Losses Ad 
HUTCHINSON eso Sina 





ILLINOIS INDIANA 
ELDRIDGE H. SPERRY 
Fire and Automobile Losses 
108 N. State St. 33 Champaign, Il. 
Long Distance Bell 458 





1OWA NEBRASKA SOUTH DAKOTA MINNESOTA 
Cc. J. WOOLDRIDGE 
Fire and Automobile Losses 
306 Davidson Bldg. © Over 25 Years’ Experience Sioux City, lowe 


WISCONSIN AND MICHIGAN 
Fire Loss Adjustments—Wis. and North Mich. 
Over 25 years’ experience 


DAVID LAWSON 
Room 1, Cook Block Oshkosh, Wisconsin 








A. L. SOPER j 
Fire and Theft, Collision, oso anal Burglary 


r Build 
Branches: Akron, 


Cleveland, Ohio 


anton, Youngstown 





CLARENDON 


ADJUSTER 
DALLAS 


IONS : 








WANT ADS 





NATIONAL UNDERWRITER, 1362 Insurance Exchange, Chicago, Illinois 


One inch, one time, 
One Column wide $3.75 
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can eliminate 90 percent of the small | | this week by Oscar D. Klétnatuber, su- | real estate and insurance agency for] tions of Engineer Whitney who made 
fires from which spring great conflagra- pee gig = ae fire Prcanip eg on over 20 years. é _| the survey for the underwriters. 
tions.” | tem Ir. K einstu yer came rom New The Chippewa County State Bank of City officials admit that the dep 
Mr. Bird pointed out that last year | York city in 1882 after wide experience | Moorehead, Minn., has opened an insur- ide — : epart- 
15,000 persons have lost their lives from | With various telephone and. telegraph ance department and appointed S. M.| ment is undermanned, especially in the 
fire and 16,000 have been seriously | ¢o@™Panies. After working in Chicago | Hanson, formerly of Glasgow, Mont. as| down-town or high value district, and 
Sei see et dd Ci ane S’Y | for a short time he was appointed super- | manager of the new department. One- 1 that the hich val 
injured. Statistics show that 90 percent | intendent of the Milwaukee police alarm | half of the building has been remodeled recommend lat in the ign value sec- 
of these were mothers, children up to the | system, Oct. 2, 1882. His rise has been | t4 house the agency. tion companies be increased from six 
end of the school age and infirm or aged | steady. | The Albert Lea Insurance Agency has and seven to eight and nine. W ith ay 
ee ee ee eee | | been incorporated to write general in- | creased companies in other sections the 
aiso broaadcaste IY "2 ancy anc surance in Albert ea, inn 1e agency 2 eae 175 men a“ 
Archie Middlemas, theater’ inspector. | Minnesota Notes ' will have a capital stock of $10,000 and Board would add 175 : to the de- 
Capt. J. B. Reik lectured in all the : | the officers will be: Lewis A. Brown, | partment. ; 
schools o ire prevention The new Lincoln school at Mankato, | president; Herbert E. Skinner, vice- The board made a number ot tests t 
hool n fire pr : Mi lued at $300,000 1 been in- | ident; Fred T. Woll t retry I li : 
Pena ore ee , Me oe - | president; Fred T. Wollverton, secretary, 1eck the promptness in responc 
—_ sured for only $57,000, as the > | and Albert Christopherson, treasurer. ps oenally ae gewoon pt wandeas come 
. committee stated that the fireproof na- | Lester Lawrence has sold his insur- | *‘ — . ‘ results 
Koen eigin ture of the building would not require | a1¢6°agency in Thief River Falls, Minn.,| Were satisfactory they found individual 
Local agents in Bismarck, N. D., have | additional protection. | to Willis Akre, former cashier of the | slowness on the part of the older men 
organized the Insurance Agents Associ- | 


ation of Bismarck and have 
following officers: H. T. 
dent; A. K. Bolton, 
and directors, P. E. 
J. P. Wagner, S. G. Severtson 
Murphy. The association has 
one of its main purposes the 
of fire prevention work and 

ment of better systems of fire 


elected the 
Murphy, presi- 


Byrne, John Musolf, 


taken as 
extension 
encourage- 
protection. 


Wisconsin Notes 


Gilbertson and Hugh H. 
sons have formed a partnership to 
erate a general insurance 
Black River Falls, Wis. 

In a letter to Mayor Hoan of Milwau- 
kee, the Austrian village of Wolfpassing 
am Tullnerfled, near Vienna, asks the 
donation of a discarded fire engine for 
use in protecting forty villages in that 
district. 

The former district offices of the 
theran Brotherhood Insurance, 
of the Johnson-Gordon 
ance Agency at Madison, 
made into branch offices 
charge of the same 
insurance lines are 
agency. 

His 40th anniversary 


Ludwig Par- 
op- 
agency in 


Lu- 


Brothers 

Wis., 
and 
company. 

also 


Insur- 
have been 
placed in 

General 
written by the 


as an employe of 


in charge 


secretary-treasurer; ! 


and H. T. | « 


| IN THE MISSOURI VALLEY 


John S. 


Hooper, prominent 
lis local 


agent, died at his 
week after a short illness. 

had been a resident of 
over 30 


Minneapo- 
home last 
Mr. Hooper 
Minneapolis tor 


years and had been operating a | 


First National Bank, who has purchased 


the Pennington Abstract Company in 
addition to the Lawrence Mortgag? Com- 
pany. Mr. Lawrence will join the Whit- 


mer-Kaufman agency at Des Moines, Ia. 

















IOWA BLUE GOOSE MEETING 


| Enthusiastic Session for Opening of 


| opening meeting of 


Season—Fire Prevention Associa- 
tion Continues Old Officers 


DES MOINES, Oct. 


the fall is any cri- 
Blue Goose may look 


terion, the lowa 


| forward to the best year in its history. 


| Friday 


About 60 ganders met for a stag dinner 
night, with James McHugh, 
most loyal gander, wielding the gavel. 
The chief business of the session was 
to the 








the city was celebrated at Milwaukee | the election of representatives 
Ee 





Chis is to Certify, Tha 


Cincinnati, Ohio, 191 





FIRE PROTECTION 


has been a student in the Correspondence Course on the Analytic System for the 
Measurement of Relative Fire Hazards (Mercantile Classes), 
conducted by Jay S. Glidden of the Chicago Board of Underwriters, and published by FIRE 
PROTECTION and that he has successfully completed the work of the course. 


of which he is hereby granted this Coertiftrate. 
Fire Protection Correspondence Courses 


In recognition 


IONS AAC IC CAS CONN CICS IONS 


TOR 


MGR 





ACEC] 





SEA CMSA CCEA O NESE CCCI 


this course offers you. 


Gentlemen: 


“BUSINESS-GETTING KNOWLEDGE,” 





SISISISIGISIEAGIE SIGE BOTS RAG IEA 
About One-Half Size 


When you qualify for the above certificate 
you will understand your work better, solicit 
more effectively and close more business. 
Use the form below and learn all about what 


FIRE PROTECTION, 420 E. Fourth St., Cincinnati, Ohio 


I am interested in your 1922 revised Dean Schedule Correspondence Course and would 
like to have you send to me, without any obligation on my part, your 1|6-page booklet, 
telling all about it. 


ASRS ANON SIS AAG Es ACACIA CH] 9105) 








grand nest meeting at Chicago. O. W. 
Follett was chosen representative for 
two years and Willis M. Paimer for 
this year only. Alternates are Sterling 


| Freeman and George Holton. 


10.—If the | 


| keeper of the golden goose eggs, 





A half dozen goslings were voted in 
and four were splashed. They were 
Messrs. Christiansen of the Firemens 
of Newark, Glazier of the Starkweather 
& Shepley group, Fellows of the Hart- 
ford, and Gehrig of the Dubuque Fire 
& Marine. The obligation and charge 
were conferred by George Crosley of 
Webster City, chairman of the grand 
nest committee, which rewrote the rit- 


| ual. 


H. Verne Myers of Waterloo, grand 
was 
in attendance and spoke briefly. Re- 
spects were paid to Charles W. Fracker 
and “Uncle George’ Newman, the two 
deans of the Lowa pond, both of whom 
were at the dinner. 

Following the ad’ournment of the 
Blue Goose a short. meeting of the Iowa 
Fire Prevention Association was held. 
It was voted to continue the present 
officers, headed by President Clyde 
Smith, until a later ‘meeting, at which 
time more definite information is ex- 
pected to be at hand from the Actuarial 
Bureau which is now in charge of in- 
spection work. 


Julius Newmark, manager of the 
Western Adjustment office at Sioux 
City, spoke of conditions at Sioux City 


that need remedying and called upon 
the agents to be of assistance whenever 
possible. 


WOULD IMPROVE DEPARTMENT 


Steps Taken to Meet National Board 
Criticisms on St. Louis Fire 
Fighting Facilities 


LOUIS, M@., Oct. 40—The St 
Board of Public Service, which 
has been investigating the St. Louis 
fire department, will recommend to 
Mayor Kiel that members of the de- 
partment be compelled to take a phys- 
ical examination when they reach the 
age of 63 years and that those not pass- 
ing such a test be retired. The board 
will not press its recommendations at 
this time, because it is feared that if too 
Many men are retired it might create 
demands on the firemen’s pension fund 
which the income would not be suf- 
ficient to meet. 

The Public Service Board began its 
inquiry into the fire department six 
months ago, after the National Board 
made a report criticising the fire fight- 
ing organization in several particulars. 
The chief complaints were: the depart- 
ment was undermanned; too many old 
men in responsible positions; that of- 
ficers were not shown proper respect; 
that 


or. 


Louis 


the men were unfamiliar with 
equipment, slowing up the response to 
alarms. While the Board of Public 


Service has reached conclusions that on 
the whole are favorable to the depart- 
ment, yet its findings and recommenda- 


| tions agree with the principal conten- 








and a seeming lack of familiarity with 
equipment in some instances. The in- 
auiry revealed improved condition as 
to respect of men in the dep: irtment 
toward officers. The Board of Public 
Service believes that this improvement 
resulted from the criticism made by the 
underwriters. 


Expect Big Missouri Meeting 


A record attendance is expected at 
the annual convention of the Missouri 
Association of Insurance Agents, to be 
held at the Royal Hotel, Excelsior 
Springs, Oct. 12-13. The two days will 
be crowded with business, there being 
but little time for diversion. The re- 
laxation will come on Saturday, Oct. 
14, when the annual golt tournament 
will be staged over.the beautiful course 
of the excelsior Springs Country Club. 

Ben C. Hyde, superintendent of in- 
surance of Missouri, will be the prin- 
cipal speaker. His address should 
prove most interesting in view of the 
fact that recent press dispatches from 
Jefferson City announce that the state 
superintendent has just promulgated an 
order calling for a 15 percent reduc- 
tion of fire, hail, lightning and tornado 
insurance from the present schedule in 
rates. 

Henry Swift Ives of the Casualty In- 
formation Clearing Hcuse, Chicago, 
probably will be another speaker There 
will also be a representative of the Na- 
tional Association on the speaking pro- 
gram. An invitation was extended to 
Jesse S. Phillips, general manager of 
the National Bureau of Casualty & 
Surety Underwriters, but he was un- 
able to arrange to attend. Secretary 
W. H. Bennett of the National Agency 
Association will be present and speak. 


Ban Has Been Lifted 


The Underwriters’ Grain Association 
recently ordered cancellation of its line 
on the Updike Elevator Co., at Lincoln, 
Neb., because the grain insurance was 
going elsewhere. Now comes the Lin- 
coln Grain Company, new owners of the 
elevator, and says all of the outside 
insurance on grain has been cancelled 
and this and all future business will be 
given to the association. The ban on the 
building is therefore lifted. 


St. Louis Insurance Club 


ST. LOUIS, MO, Oct. 10.—Rev. Dwight 
J. Bradley, of Webster Grove, Mo., was 
the speaker at the opening dinner-dance 
of the Insurance Club of St. Louis Mon- 





FIELD MAN WANTED 


Wanted—by a well-known Bureau company, a field 
man to trav el out of Chicago preferably, covering Illi- 
nois, Wisconsin and Iowa. This company would like 
to secure the services of a man who is acquainted par- 
ticularly in Northern Illinois and Wisconsin and who 
is not afraid of work. Address B-93, care The Na- 
tional Underwriter. 


POSITION WANTED 


Field man covering Minnesota available Novem- 
ber Ist. Local and General Agency and Field 
experience. Would prefer Minnesota, have clean, 
past record for twenty years and can furnish A-1 
references. Address B-92, care The National 
Underwriter. 














. “ee 
Agencies Wanted 
For reliable fire insurance companies and 
writing general insurance. Territory St. 
Louis and County. Address B-90, care 
The National Underwriter. 
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day evening. His subject was ‘“Psychol- 
ogy of Success.” After the dinner and 
speaking there was an entertainment 
followed by a dance. The entertainment 
committee is endeavoring to obtain an 
interesting speaker for each of the 
monthly meetings. Some subject entirely 
foreign to insurance will be discussed. 


Elmer Warner Recovering 


DES MOINES, IA., Oct. 10.—Elmer 
Warner, formerly well known in the 
Iowa field and lately head of the Elmer 
Warner fire insurance agency at Mason 
City, has recovered sufficiently from a 
serious attack of typhoid fever to go 
east for a rest. Mr. Warner had a close 
eall and his friends rejoice that he is on 
the way to restored health. 





Conservation Association Elects 


KANSAS CITY, MO., Oct. 10.—The Con- 
servation & Fire Prevention Association 
of Missouri will probably hold a called 
meeting in November to plan work for 
the year, because of the inability to 
frame this program recently at Excel- 
sior Springs. The absence from the Ex- 
ecelsior Springs meeting of R. E. Vernor, 
new supervisor of conservation work 
under the Western Actuarial Bureau, did 
not, however, prevent the association 
from having a profitable session. Re- 
ports were received on the work of the 
past year, including the town inspec- 
tions, 20 or more complete inspections 
having been made. There were 75 men 
present at the.session. 

New officers elected were: President, 
Gad O. Smith, Kansas City, United States 
Fire; vice-president, Raymond W. Smith, 
St. Louis, Aetna; secretary, Ora T. Price, 
Kansas City, Agricultural. 

President Smith has appointed the 
following to the executive committee: 
John H. Walsh, Kansas City, Home; 
Earl W. Thomas, St. Louis, Queen; John 
F. Deiber, Kansas City, Hartford; 
Charles A. Proudfit, Kansas City, Mil- 
waukee Mechanics. 









HOME OFFICE,PIERCE BUILDING 


Sr Louis 
CHAS. W. DISBROW, PRESIDENT 





“All Kinds of Insurance on Automobiles” 














United States Automobile 
Insurance Company 


A STOCK COMPANY AUTHORIZED UNDER TIIE LAWS Of IOWA 


Des Moines, lowa 
AUTOMOBILE CASUALTY INSURANCE 


NESS Facilities For Full Coverage Planted With Our Agency 
= A. G. OGLE, Secretary and General Manager 














Good Work in K. C. Schools 


KANSAS CITY, MO., Oct. 10.—Fire 
Prevention Week has been made the 
means of establishing accident and fire 
prevention work in the schools, that 
promises to be increasingly valuable. 
Julien H. Harvey, director of the local 
safety council, sent blank reports to all 
schools, with additional slips for hand- 
ing to pupils on which they were to 
report inspection of their homes for fire 
hazards. The response was remarkable, 
in the number of children who actually 
did get their fathers or mothers to in- 
spect premises and note hazards. In one 
school, with 850 pupils, more than 1,500 
reports were turned in. 

A contest is now being conducted, 
with prizes for the best answers by 
school children to the question ‘What 
Should Be Done to Make Kansas City a 
Safe Place to Live In?” 





Association’s Nove! Publicity 


The Missouri Association of Insurance 
Agents is putting on a live wire cam- 
paign for its annual meeting to be held 
at Excelsior Springs, Mo. Oct. 12 and 13. 
Secretary-Treasurer J. W. Rodger has 
begun the issue of a series of “Hot 
Rolls.” The first went out on Oct. 2 and 
the second on Oct. 4. These are being 
issued in the form of long scrolls, about 
a yard long and a few inches wide. 
Short snappy quotations and messages 
run down these rolls, the spirit of the 
thing being to concentrate attention on 
the Missouri agents’ meeting. Reasons 
for the meeting and reasons why indi- 
vidual agents cannot afford to miss it 
are listed, as well as quotations from 
leading insurance executives throughout 
the country. The campaign is unique 
and is expected to bring in remarkable 
results. The association is striving to 
reach as near 100 percent at this year’s 
convention as possible. 


Trouble Over Oil Burners 


TOPEKA, KAN., Oct. 10.—The installa- 
tion of oil burning equipment in thou- 
sands of homes and business houses in 
Kansas during the past summer and this 
fall may cause a good many controver- 
sies and much trouble for insurance com- 
panies and agents unless something is 
done to have the proper permits issued. 
As a matter of fact it is asserted by 
Insurance men that comparatively few of 
the homes and _ business properties 
installing oil burning equipment have 
any insurance. Many will not find it 
out until there is a loss. Little effort 
has been made to advise those installing 
the oil burners that they must obtain 





Other Bonds and Stocks....  9,027,084.10 Losses in Course 


ANNUAL STATEMENT, JANUARY 1, 1922 
December 31, 1921 Unearned Pre- ‘ 
U. S. Gov’t Securities......$ 5,622,290.00 mium Reserve.$8,062,829.72 














Loans on Bonds and Mort- of Adjustment 1,316,999.93 
INS C0 OF AMERICA ee ORR aceneune 60,000.00 Commissions and 
be - Cash in Banks and on Hand 693,376.51 other Liabilities 447,597.70 
Premiums in Course of Col- Capital Stock... 2,000,000.00 $11,827,427.35 
NEW YORK —  aesurhior ge = oo 1,508,341.65 
Accrued Interest a er i 
Net Surplus Beyond Capital 
a Pe Peo aansenerennel 214,078 | “and all Liabilities..........$ S2G1782 
waar 4: Total. Aseetes.<issccccseses $17,125,599.64 | Surplus to Policyholders.... 7,298,172.29 
Western Department Ww. E. McCULLOUGH, Manager 
Cc. P. nace nrntcnagmy So Assistant Managers 
CHICAGO . F. THOMAS 











American National Fire Insurance 


Company “oxo 


Capital $500,000 
CHAUNCEY B. BAKER, President JOHN A. DODD, Secretary 


Its Name Indicates Its Character. Progressive, Yet Conservative 
Operating Along Sound Lines. 


PROVIDENCE WASHINGTON INSURANCE CO. 
° PROVIDENCE, RHODE ISLAND 














Every Form of Policy Issued Covering the Hazards of Fire—Tornado 
—Marine—Transportation—Riot and Civil Commotion—Sprinkler Leakage— 
Automobiles, Against Fire, Theft and Collision. 


New England’s Oldest Company—One Hundred and Twenty-two Years of Service 
WESTERN DEPARTMENT, CHICAGO, ILL. 


FRED. B. LUCE, Manager C. E. CLUTIA, Asst. Manager | 
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the permits and pay the after-charge in 
effect in this. state. The insurance 
department is trying to have the charge 
of 10 percent removed but if this is 
done it will not release the policyholder 
from the requirement that he must 
obtain a permit to use such equipment. 

The Kansas Inspection Bureau has 
just filed with the department the new 
regulations for the standard installation 
of oil burning equipment in this state. 
There never have been any regulations 
except for business houses and the new 
regulations are extended to residence 
properties as well. A large number of 
installations do not come up to the stan- 
dard specifications of the National Board, 
it is believed. 





Progress of Kansas Retailers 


Dale Resing, secretary and manager 
of the Kansas Retailers Fire, has 
announced that the company wrote over 
$25,000 in fire business the first 10 days 
of its ‘existence. This was done without 
any solicitation, as the company was 
recently organized and is not in shape 
yet to put agents into the field to get 
the business. The company is a mutual, 
writing at stock company rates, the sav- 
ings to be returned in dividends. It will 
write fire lines only and on merchants’ 
stocks at the present time. The busi- 
ness will be confined to members of the 
association for the present. 





Missouri Notes 


c. A. Proudfit of Kansas City, state 
agent of the Milwaukee Mechanics, 








passed through St. Louis on way home 
from a visit to the home office of the 
company in Milwaukee. 


The Dutton & Kehlenbrinck Real Es- 
tate Company, 1410 St. Louis avenue, St. 
Louis, has merged with R. C. Hilmer, 
under the firm name of Hilmer, Dutton & 
Kehlenbrinck. They represent the Citi- 
zens, Great American and St. Paul. 


John R. Martin, manager of the De- 
troit office of the Underwriters Adjust- 
ment Company, was in St. Louis in con- 
nection with a fire loss in his territory. 
The property was located in Windsor, 
Can., but the assured resides in St. 
Louis. 


c. J. Kehoe of F. D. Hirschberg & 
Co., Merchants Exchange Building, St. 
Louis, has returned to his desk once 
more. He was laid up for several days 
by an infected foot, which prevented him 
from attending the Hot Springs conven- 
tion, as he had expected. 


Nebraska Notes 


F. R. Ross has been taken into part- 
nership by S. E. Campbell, local agent 
in Grand Island, Neb., and they will op- 
erate in the future under the firm name 
of Campbell & Ross. 


Reynolds Brothers (Wilson B. and 
Cassius) have been appointed represent- 
atives of the Travelers for life and all 
other departments at Fremont, Neb. 
Reynolds Brothers are developing a 
large general agency and were formerly 
connected with the Colson & Reynolds 


agency, which later became the Mor- 
rison-Reynolds-Rathburn agency at 
Fremont. 
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CALLS IN ASSESSMENT MEN 





Arkansas Commissioner Seeks New 
Law to Regulate Concerns of That 
Sort in His State 


LITTLE, ROCK, ARK., Oct. 11.— 
On call of Commissioner Bullion, a 
meeting of representatives of all assess- 
ment insurance associations in the state 





is being held today in his office at the 
capitol to discuss proposed changes in 
the laws relating to these associations. 
Commissioner Bullion received notice 
from practically all the companies an- 
nouncing that they will send represen- 
tatives. There are about 30 domestic 
assessment corporations in Arkansas. 
If those attending the meeting can 
agree on details, a bill will be prepared 
for the legislature embodying changes 
that will be of benefit to the policy- 

















holders and the companies also. Mr. 
Bullion said there has been some com- 
plaint on both sides and he was gratified 
to be assured that there will be a full 
representation at the meeting. Mr. Bul- 
lion said: 


The purpose of the meeting is to have 
a full, free and frank discussion of a bill 
to be introduced in the next general 
assembly, prescribing more fully than 
present laws do th powers, duties and 
requirements of this class of associa- 
tions. 

So far as this department is concerned, 
it does not have in mind any drastic 
laws to materially change plans of oper- 
ation now in use, nor such as will force 
any association out of business. From 
our dealing with the public and m?mbers, 
however, we do see a grave necessity for 
som’s remedial legislation, if such is pos- 
sible, not for the benefit of those that are 
honestly managed and give the member- 
ship a run for its money, but rather to 
close the gap that exists in the present 
laws making bad management possible 
and no remedy provided. 

This department believes it sees fully 
the good thvase associations do among the 
members, and does not believe their 
operations should be hampered or 
impeded by a lot of drastic laws that 
would make their successful operation 
practically impossible. We do believe, 
however, that a get-together meeting of 
officers themselves, men who have had 
actual experience, in the operation of 
assessment companies, and a frank dis- 
cussion of means and methods, will 
result in the preparation of a bill upon 
which we can all agree and then get 
behind in the general assembly and 
secure its passage. 


AWAIT LICENSE TAX RULING 





Early Decision Expected From Texas 
Supreme Court on Insurance 
Department’s Requirement 





DALLAS, TEX., Oct. 16.—Fire insur- 
ance men in Texas are awaiting with 
patience the decision of the supreme 
court on proceedings started against the 
insurance commissioner to prevent his 





Actual market value for all securities 





D. H. Dusham, Presideat 
Neal Bassett, Vice-President 
John Kay, Vice-Pres. & Treasurer 
A.H. se me Ass’t Secy. 
John A. Savder. Secretary 


MECHANICS 


of Philadelphia 
Organized 1854 


Statement January 1, 1922 
ASSETS AND LIABILITIES 
Capital errer eee 2 600,000.00 

Reserve Reins. 


Fund .......... 1,562,257.21 
Reserve all other 
183,956.10 


liabilities ...... 
Net Surplus...... 789,026.74 


Total ............$3,135,240.05 
Policyholders Sur- 
ylus ...........$1,389,026.74 








D. H. Dunham, President 
Neal Bassett, Vice-President 
John Bn Vice-Pres. & Treasurer 
A. H. Hassinger, Secretary 


FIREMEN’ 


INSURANCE Co. 
of Newark, N. J. 


Organized 1854 


Statement January 1, 1922 


ASSETS AND LIABILITIES 


Capital ..........$1,250,000.00 
Reserve Reins. 

Fund .......... 5,021,670.58 
Reserve all other 

liabilities ...... 1,405,201.00 
Net Surplus...... 2,840,571.06 


Total ...........$10,517,442.64 
Policyholders Sur- 
plus ...........$4,000,571.06 











H. M. Gratz, President 
D. H. Dunham, Vice-President 
Neal Bassett, Vice-President 
John Key, Treasurer 
A. H. Hassinger, Ass’t Secy. 


THE 
Girard F.«M. 
INSURANCE CoO. 


of Philadelphia 
Organized 1853 


Statement January 1, 1922 
ASSETS AND LIABILITIES 
Capital ..........$1,000,000.00 

Reserve Reins. 


Fund .......... 2,240,932.0 
Reserve all other 
267,721.42 


liabilities ...... 
Net Surplus...... 851,855.14 
Total ............$4,360,509.25 
Policyholders Sur- 

plus ...........$1,851,855.14 














Loyal to friends and loyal agents 
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collecting a license fee of 50 cents for 
every insurance agent soliciting fire in- 
surance in the state. The court has 
reconvened for the regular winter term 
and it is expected the decision will be 
rendered _ shortly. Judge William 
Thompson of Dallas, attorney for the 
insurance men, was in Austin this week 
looking after the underwriters’ end of 
the case. 

The ruling issued by the insurance de. 
partment some time ago provides that 
a license must be obtained by every 
person soliciting fire insurance in the 
state, no matter how long he solicits 
or under what conditions. The insur. 
ance men claim this is unjust since they 
are already taxed for this purpose and 
that the additional tax of 50 cents in 
the shape of a fee for license is nothing 
more than adding another burden to 
the insurance business. 

The insurance interests have made it 
plain to the court that they do not ob- 
ject to the department insisting upon a 
license being issued by the state to 
agents and to prevent agents soliciting 
business until this license is issued 
They rather favor that scheme, saying 
it will help to place the insurance busi- 
ness on the high plane desired. They 
simply object to having to pay the ad- 
ditional 50 cents per agent and say this 
will amount to some $20,000 a year, 

Many of the companies have com- 
plied with the ruling of the department 
and paid the extra 50 cents for each 
agent. Some of these companies and 
agents have made the payments under 
Protest and some have refused to pay 
the license tax at all. 

_ Should the court sustain the conten- 
tions of the insurance department it js 
probable that the fire insurance men 
will attempt to have written into the 
laws at the next session of the legisla- 
ture amendments which will prevent 
the collection of a fee for licenses in the 
future, or abrogate the payment of a 
special tax of 2 percent which they claim 
covers the issuing of the license if one 
is demanded. 


Moral Hazard in 1921 Losses 


OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA., Oct. 10,— 
“The fire loss of the year 1921 was 
adversely affected by the crimes of arson 
and burning to defraud insurance com- 
panies,” John Connolly, state fire mar- 
shal, states in a communication to Com- 
missioner Hardin. “During the prosper- 
ous years of 1917, 1918, and 1919, and the 
first six months of 1920 we had very few 
of these crimes,” Mr. Connolly continues, 
“just those that were prompted by spite 
or vengeance. There was no temptation 
for _ even those who were criminally 
inclined to burn their property at a big 
price during these affluent days. But 
with the coming of hard times, due to 
the violent deflation of value these 
crimes have increased beyond our abil- 
ity to cope with them.” It is observed 
that there were 1321 fires reported for 
the year, which involved a loss in: Value 
of buildings involved, $11,681,283; value 
of contents involved, $6,912,642; insur- 
ance on buildings involved, $6,068,875; 
insurance on contents involved, $3,917,- 
825; damage to. buildings involved, 
$1,864,709; damage to contents involved, 
$2,340,748. 


Lott Makes Southern Talks 


President Edson S. Lott of the United 
States Casualty, after attending the local 
agents convention at Hot Springs last 
week is making a Texas tour this week. 
He accepted invitations to speak before 
the local agents at Dallas, Houston, San 
Antonio and New Orleans. 


Inspection -at Galveston 

GALVESTON, TEX., Oct. 10—State Fire 
Marshal George W. Tilley last week put 
to work at Galveston a squad of inspec- 
tors to make a house-to-house inspection 
of the mercantile district for the purpose 
of a clean-up campaign and the elimina- 
tion of fire hazards. 


Committee to Push Separation 

AUSTIN, TEX., Oct. 10—Now that the 
banking interests of Texas have pro- 
gressed materially with their plans for 
the separation of the insurance and 
banking divisions of the department of 
insurance and banking, Deputy Insur- 
ance Commissioner John M. Scott, in 
response to requests, has appointed 4 





committee of well known insurance men 
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to consider the future of the insurance 
pranch of the department in the plan of 
divorcement. His appointees consist of 
ten of the best known insurance men in 
Texas and who represent all lines of in- 
surance as well as the different phases 
of insurance management. They are as 
follows: Col. William Thompson, Dallas, 
general attorney for nearly all of the 
fire insurance companies operating in 
Texas; Sam P. Cochran, general agent 
as a member of the firm of Trezevant, & 
Cochran; T. W. Vardell, president South- 
western Life; Homer Mitchell, manager 
Texas Employers Insurance Association; 
Morgan Duke, Jr., state manager Ameri- 
ean Yoemen; A. P. Cunningham, presi- 
dent Texas Association of Insurance 
Agents; W. L. Stiles, chairman San An- 
tonio local agents association; George H. 
Christie, attorney-in-fact for the Lum- 
permen’s and Oil Men’s’ Reciprocals; 
Carr P. Collins of Bailey & Collins, Fi- 
delity Union Fire and Fidelity Union 
Casualty, and A. R. Andrews, former 
member of the State Fire Insurance Com- 
mission, now a member of the firm of 
Manning & Andrews, Dallas, and a mem- 
per of the board of control of the Dallas 
Fire Underwriters Association. 


Urge Fire Drills in Schools 


LITTLE ROCK, ARK., Oct. 10—Com- 
missioner Bullion and his staff were 
busy all last week sending out circulars 
to school superintendents for distribu- 
tion among the schools of the state, for 
Fire Prevention Week. These circulars 
eall attention to the laws requiring fire 
drills in th public schools and give a 
suggested order of fire drill exits. In 
most of the larger cities of the state the 
fire drills are carried out regularly dur- 
ing the school term, but in some of the 
smaller towns little attention is paid to 
them. 


Texarkana Agent Convicted 


In municipal court at Texarkana, Ark., 
G. H. Strong, a local insurance agent, 
was convicted on four charges of violat- 
ing the foreign insurance laws by failing 
to take out a permit to do business in 
Arkansas and was fined $500 and costs in 
each case, or a total of $2,000. The 
charges were fil2d by Judge Lindsey, 
deputy state fire marshal. 


School Surveys at Temple, Tex. 


In connection with fire prevention, 
which is now incorporated as a study in 
the Temple, Tex., schools, during Fire 
Prevention Week, all students hav been 
supplied with questionnaires and with 
the aid of these each child will make a 
survey of its home and fill out the 
inspection report, thus '2ach parent will 
understand what constitutes a fire haz- 
ard and the existing number on the 
premises. 


Arkansas September Losses 


LITTLE ROCK, ARK., Oct. 10—Ninety 

fires in September caused property loss 
in Arkansas of approximately $660,650, 
according to th’? monthly report of the 
Arkansas Fire Prevention Bureau. This 
is an increase of approximately $258,000 
over August. 
- The most destructive single fire was 
at Warren, Sept. 4, when 14 negro busi- 
ness houses were destroyed at an esti- 
mated loss of $60,000. Eight houses at 
West Helena burned, Sept. 7, causing a 
loss of $40,000. A $50,000 fire loss was 
sustained at El Dorado, Sept. 15, when 
a barber shop, cafe, drug store and 
cleaning and pressing shop burned. Th 
fire at Lonsdale, Sept. 15, when 13 dwell- 
ings, five stores and two garages were 
destroyed, caused a loss of approximately 
$50,000. Three busin'zss houses at Wich- 
ita burned, Sept. 22, with a loss of $5,000. 
A similar loss was sustained in a fire at 
Glade, Sept. 23. Three lumber plants 
and lumber burned during the month, 
causing a total loss of $270,000. 


Texas Notes 


Fire losses in Fort Worth, Tex., in 
September are estimated at $34,000. 


The attorney general of Texas has ap- 
proved a $54,000 bond issue for the im- 
provement of the waterworks system of 
Panhandle, Tex. 

J. H. Speed and P. M. Marshall, Liver- 
bool & London & Globe, special agenis 
for north Texas, attended the NationaT 
Association of Insurance Agents at Hot 
Springs, Ark, last week. 


C. A. Woolford, agency superintendent 
of the Hartford Fire at Atlanta, Ga., is 
in Dallas for a visit of short duration. 
Until June of this year Mr. Woolford 
Was with the Hartford in Dallas. 

Crowell, Tex., has been allowed by the 
State Fire Insurance Commission the 
maximum credit of 15 percent for good 
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Boston 


Jusurance Company 
BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 


STATEMENT, JANUARY 1, 1922 


Assets ...ccc..e008 accadcecceces $12,779, 109.03 
OO TE 8,426,605. 17 
Surplus ..... erecccccccs erccccee 3,352,503.86 
RE 1,000,000. 

Net Surplus to Policyholders...... 4,352,503.86 


‘STATEM 
and OCCUPANCY Pe Ee yitinemmaminiemctcMe 
—TOURISTS’ — ecccces evcccce CEOC owocecoceeecsqnceseseodéeeeeces : ty TH 
Miidncuccncqascies Setndecncues déteesasveusseseuas 287,881.84 
BAGGAGE i iiateeenitabtateneie anhntentediaunibnacbensasie, ae 
Net Surplus to Policyholders...--.-.---- sO Ha peniiore st 2,287,881.84 
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Old Colony 
Jnsurance Company 


BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 














HOME OFFICE, 87 Kilby St., Boston, Mass. 


Western Department 
Lansing, Michigan 
Rawlings & Hewett, Managers 


Pacific Coast Department 
230 Sansome St., San Francisco, Cal. 
Charles A. Colvin, Manager 











COMPLETE COVERAGE AUTOMOBILE INSURANCE 


TO AGENTS AND GENERAL AGENTS 
The benefits accruing to agents who place their automobile business through 
a company writing only automobile insurance are obvious. The specialization 
on this one line of insurance gives agents and general agents the represen- 
tation Of a company that has the fullest possible facilities and the widest 
experience for the proper handling of automobile business. 


THE OHIO CASUALTY INSURANCE CO. 


HAMILTON, OHIO 


CAPITAL $200,000.00 


SURPLUS TO 
POLICY HOLDERS $229,146.27 











Automobile 





Agents, 








Attention! 


THE GENERAL AGENCY OP 


NEARE, GIBBS &@ LENT 


CINCINNATI 
‘The Office With the Quick Service” 
Handles eight companies for automobile fire, theft and transporta- 
tion insurance and has an agency organization, with first class 
special agents and adjusters’ service, in fourteen states. 
Prompt correspondence with agents, quick adjustments and settlements. Only 
high grade companies handled. 


Write Us for an Agency 


We also handle river hull, yacht, river cargo, ocean cargo, parcel post, registered mail, tourist, 
floater, transportation floater and traveling.salesmen floater insurance. 
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Fire Automobile 
Tornado Windstorm 
Rent and Rental Values 
Explosion and Riot 
Use and Occupancy 
Sprinkler Leakage 
Tourist Baggage 








t 


is 
















— 


ft: 





— 


t 
4 







roi 


1 amme 





t 
‘ 

















—— 


Marine 





— 


=r 


{ aay 
















Business is better — Production 
is larger—Sales are increasing— 
A building boom is under way 
—Are you getting your share of 
this new business? 

National Liberty Advertising 
Service reaps results for agents. / 
If there is no National Lib- /“%s 
erty agent in your town 
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M. J. Averbeck, Gane 
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ome Office, 709 Sixth Avenue, New York City 
Western Dept., 207 North Michigan Blvd., Chicago 







mY 


%; 
4 







C. H. Coates, President 7 
7 


= 


(ea 











THE NATIONAL 


UNDERWRITER 


October 12, 1929 











A Company Is as Strong as its Agency Force 





The Omaha Liberty Fire Insurance Company is 
making splendid progress through the cooperation 
of its loyal agents. 
Admitted Assets January 1, 1920..............$308,047.16 


Admitted Assets January 1, 1921.............. 689,437.18 
Admitted Assets January 1, 1922.............. 774,271.56 


Gain in 





Admitted Assets During 1921..... 556 


85,234.38 


Omaha Liberty Fire Insurance Company 


P. F. Zimmer, President 


Omaha, Nebraska 


Samuel Patterson, Treasurer 


R. J. Wachter, Secretary 








STATE: OF 


GUSTAVUS REMAK, Jr., President 
WAITE BLIVEN, Vice-President 


TOTAL ASSETS 
$5,038,142.66 


INCORPORATED, 179A) 


308-310 WALNUT ST. PHILADELPHIA, PA. 





CASH CAPITAL $1,000,000 


FOES VALVE, 


JOHN J. P. RODGERS, Soc’y & Treas. 
SAM'L P. RODGERS, Asst. Secretary 


SURPLUS TO POLICY- 
HOLDERS $1,642,189.66 


FIRE, vena. AUTOMOBILE, LIGHTNING, RENT, USE AND OCCUPANCY IN- 


URANCE. 


AGENTS WANTED WHERE NOT REPRESENTED. 








THE INTER-STATE FIRE INSURANCE CO. 


408 FORT STREET, WEST, - - « ~ 


SURPLUS TO POLICYHOLDERS, $334,638.72 
DETRO 


T, MICH. 








SURPLUS 
LINES anp 
FLOATERS 


companies and at Lloyds, London. 
YOUR BUSINESS SOLICITED; 
F. R. THOMPSON 


Insurance Exchange 


Exceptional .acilities for handling Surplus and difficult lines 
and unusual forms of insurance in best American and Foreign 


Re-I nsurance Contracts Drawn and Placed. 
PROMPT ATTENTION 


Chicago, Ill. 








Nearly Fifty Years of success under same management 


INCORPORATED 1876 


THE OHIO MUTUAL FIRE INSURANCE CO. 


Total Cash Assets $397,264.36 


J. R. VERNON, 


SALEM, OHIO 
Losses Paid Since Organization, $1,290,498.45 
President 


Net Cash Surplus $282,722.15 


J. AMBLER, Secretary 








Incorporated 1833 


British America Assurance Co. 


HEAD OFFICE—TORONTO, CANADA 


FIRE, EXPLOSION, RIOTS, CIVIL COMMOTIONS AND STRIKES 


United States Branch, Ist January, 1922 


I. on n0nc cde eeed cdg dds QeckSacnd ch ce aten 1 ccehds cede gdoces sednsncdebses sobcbicenesdentous $2,256,915 
TES Ei lO ee rr ere eee a $1,601,036 
FR ee PO OE, TE ee Oe eT ee $ 655,879 


Total losses paid in United States from 1874 to 1921, inclusive, $28,629,709 
W. B. MEIKLE, President and General Manager 
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fire record during the past three years. 
Its loss ratio covering that period was 
301, 


Trezevant & Cochran of Dallas were 
hosts at a banquet Oct. 6, with Edson S. 
Lott, president of the United States Cas- 
ualty, as honor guest. They are general 
agents there for the United States Cas- 
ualty. 


The levee around the Holly water 


plant at Fort Worth, Tex., has been com- | 


pleted at a cost of $35,000. This 
is expected to protect the 
all future flood times and prevent a 


repetition of the disaster last April. 


levee | 
plant during 
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_ Alfonse Kenison of Beert, Kenison @ 
Co., general agents at Galveston, Tex 
is now the proud father of a baby girj’ 
The new member of the family and Mrs 
Kenison are doing nicely. Mr. Kenison 
was at the Hot Springs meeting of the 
National Association of Insurance 
Agents. 


Oklahoma Notes 


R. M. Eacock of Oklahoma City now 
presides over a family consisting of four 
children. A baby girl was born to Mrg 
Eacock a few weeks ago. 7 








KENTUCKY AND THE SOUTH | 
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BIG DRIVE FOR NEW MEMBERS 





Virginia Association of Insurance 
Agents Will Start More Locals 
Now on the Outside 


RICHMOND, VA., Oct. 10—With a view 
of giving added impetus to the member- 
ship drive recently launched by the ex- 
ecutive committee of the Virginia As- 
sociation of Insurance Agents, the com- 
mittee is hopeful of obtaining the serv- 
iees of one of the field secretaries of 
the National body if one is available. 
That such an official could speed up 
things considerably is generally agreed 
by the committee members and it is be- 


lieved that one will be dispatched to 
Virginia if it is possible to spare him. 
Doubling the membership during the 


drive is the object which the committee 
has set as its goal. 

The committee is also considering the 
feasibility of a plan to have the North 
Carolina association unite with the Vir- 
ginia body in employing a paid secre- 
tary or business maneger who would 
give his entire time to the work of or- 
ganizing local exchang’ss and cementing 
the forces of the two associations. The 
Virginia association tried out such a 
plan single-handed several years ago, 
but it proved too expensive and was 
finally abandoned. With the two asso- 
ciations going 50-50 on the expenses, the 
committee is inclined to the belief that 
it would prove a going proposition. 


Plans for Tennessee Meeting 


President Stanley Lachman of the Ten- 
nessee Association of Insurance Agents 
is making elaborate plans for the an- 
nual meeting to be held at Memphis 
Nov. 23-24. President Edson S. Lott of 
the United States Casualty has promised 
to be present and speak as has President 
J. B. Morton of the National Board. 


Mississippi Fire Loses Tax Case 


JACKSON, MISS., Oct. 11—The Missis- 
sippi Fire, acting under the ruling of 
Special Judge Fred Lott?rhoss, in Hinds 
county circuit court, has paid over to 
the state treasury $20,000 as judgment 
in the suit of State Revenue Agent Rob- 
ertson for privilege and fire marshal 
taxes, which the revenue agent claimed 
was due. 

The Mississippi Fire contended that 
the assessment was in the nature of a 
property tax and violative of a section 
of the constitution which makes taxation 
uniform and equal throughout the state. 


Rates on Heated Barns 
LOUISVILLE, KY., Oct. 10.—Manager 
G. H. Parker, of the Kentucky Actuarial 
Bureau, in connection with heat in farm 





barns, has advised the 
agents as follows: 

“As there still seems to be some mis- 
understanding with reference to proper 
rates to be used where farm barns may 
be heated, we are offering the following 
rules to assist you: 

“The $3 rate is to be used on any barn 
or any building within 20 feet thereof, 
containing chimneys, or flues or any 
means of being heated, this rate to apply 
even though chimney or flue is not used, 
also where a heating device may be used 
which does not require a chimney or flue, 

“It is not in order to write at the lower 
rate and attach a warranty relieving the 
company of any liability for loss or dam- 
age caused by fire originating because 
of said stove or heating device. 

“It is not in order to charge the addi- 
tional amount by endorsement on an 
existing policy, for heating privilege, 
except such endorsement charge be for 
the full unexpired term of the policy,” 


Kentucky local 


Louisiana Notes 


The Hayes-Schleuter agency of Du- 
buque, Ia., has taken over the Liberty 
Insurance agency of the same city. ~ 


Virginia Notes 


Col. Edward E. Goodwyn, president of 
the Virginia Association of Insurance 
Agents, was guest of honor at a banquet 
in Petersburg Oct. 6 given by the local 
post of the Virginia department of the 
American Legion, of which he is state 
commander. 

Sparks from a= passing locomotive 
were blamed for a fire which destroyed 
warehouse No. 1 of the Independent 
Trunk and Bag Company, Ine., of Et- 
tricks, a suburb of Petersburg, Va., Oct. 
3. Companies on the risk suffered a 
total loss to insurance totaling $31,000. 

Authorized to conduct a general insur- 
ance agency, the firm of Cushner & 
Bethea, of Norfolk, Va., was granted a 
charter last week with Morton Cushner 
listed as president and E. Bethea as 
secretary. Roderick Bethea was also 
listed as an_ incorporator. Maximum 
capital was fixed at $25,000. 

Because the town authorities would 
not allow them the use of the high 
school auditorium for a minstrel to pay 
for repairs to the firemen’s hall, a town- 
owned building, members of the volun- 
teer fire department of Bedford, Va., re- 
signed in a body last week, leaving the 
town without fire protection. 

Worry over personal financial difficul- 
ties caused Francis C. I. Tyndall, mana- 
ger of the insurance department of Pol- 


lard & Bagby, Richmond, Va., to shoot 
himself in the head with a small cali- 
ber pistol last week while he was 
seated at his desk in his office. The bul- 


let lodged in his brain and the attend- 
ing doctors said that even if he recov- 
ered he would never have the use again 
of his mental faculties. Mr. Tyndall had 
been in charge of the Pollard & Bagby 
insurance department ever since it was 
established several years ago. 
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OBSERVE “FEDERATION WEEK” 


Fire Prevention Week Is Big Feature 
of Statewide Campaign Through- 
out Pennsylvania 


PHILADELPHIA, PA., 


Oct. 10.— 
“Federation Week” began Monday 
throughout Pennsylvania and at the 


same time the Insurance Federation of 
Pennsylvania officially launched its per- 
manent fire prevention campaign, said 
to be the most thoroughly organized 
of its kind in the history of America. 
“Federation Week” is being observed 
all over the state at meetings in which 
able speakers tell what the Federation 





is doing in an effort to greatly increase 
the membership. John T. Hutchinson, 
national secretary of the Insurance Fed- 
eration of America, addressed a banquet 
of the insurance interests of Westmore- 
land county Tuesday evening at Greens- 
burg. W. M. Dom was in charge ot 
arrangements. He will address a sim 
lar rally of the Dauphin county interests 
on Friday evening at Harrisburg. 
George Muldaur, general agent of the 
Underwriters’ Laboratories, will also 


‘speak at Harrisburg. Walter A. Munns 


of Curtin & Brockie, Philadelphia, 1s 
chairman of the Federation Week Com- 
mittee. 

The Federation’s fire prevention com- 
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mittee is headed for eastern Pennsyl- 
vania by W. M. Goodwin of Hilden- 
berger & Goodwin, Bethlehem; central, 
Gilbert W. Mattson, of Frank R. Leib & 
Sor. Harrisburg, and western, George 


E. Mohler, of Murray, Mohler & Co., 
Pittsburgh. ; 
The campaign is based upon the 


“Bethlehem plan,” originated by Mr. 
Goodwin. In addition to the main triple 
committee, local committees have been 
formed all over the state and supplied 
with information on fire prevention. 


VERMONT AGENTS’ CONVENE 


Secretary F. A. Field, Jr., of State 
Association Advanced to Presidency 
at Burlington Meeting 
BURLINGTON, VT., Oct. 10— 


Frederick A. Field, Jr., of Rutland, the 
hard working secretary-treasurer of the 


Vermont Association of Insurance 
Agents, was advanced to the head of 
the state association at its annual 


meeting here. For the first time in the 
history of the association a woman was 
given a place on the board, Mrs. A. W. 
Sheldon of -Fair Haven being elected 
vice-president. William H. Wills of 
Bennington was elected secretary-treas- 
urer and James Sector of Barre, Henry 
H. Hickok of Burlington and A. C. 
Mason of Rutland on the executive 
committee. 

The association adopted resolutions 
of appreciation of the work of retiring 
Commissioner Joseph G. Brown and 
acted upon a name to be suggested to 
the governor for Mr. Brown’s successor. 

Retiring President Dana J. Lowd of 
Bellows Falls reported an increase in 
membership of 15 percent during the 
past year. He urged a change in finan- 
cial methods so that the association 
might be building up a small reserve 
against possible contingencies which 
might call for the expenditure of a con- 
siderable sum. He approved highly the 
work of Chairman Catlin of the National 
Association fire prevention committee, 
of which he, himself, was a member. 

A report of the fire prevention com- 
mittee showed that an agent had been 
appointed in each county of the state 
who spent a considerable time organizing 
a campaign for Fire Prevention Week. 


Griffith Case Postponed 


WASHINGTON, D. C., Oct. 10—Applica- 
tion of Dr. Lewis A. Griffith, former su- 
perintendent of insurance for the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, for leave to file an 
amended petition in his mandamus pro- 
ceedings by which he seeks to be re- 
stored to his position, has resulted in the 
hearing being postponed, while the court 


takes the question of the amendment 
under advisement. 
The amendment sought to be incor- 


porated refers to alleged conversations 
between District Commissioner Rudolph 
and Dr. Griffiths and a statement by 
Senator Frances of Maryland. This mat- 
ter is intended to offset the claim made 
by the commissioners’ answer that they 
considered the incumbent inefficient and 
that the new legislation called for a bet- 
ter equipped man. The new date for the 
hearing has not yet been announced. 


Morton Discusses Arson Evil 


PHILADELPHIA, PA., Oct. 10—At a 
meeting of fire and casualty men here 
Monday, under the auspices of the In- 
Surance Federation of Pennsylvania, 
President John B. Morton of the National 
Board discuss2d the situation regarding 
incendiary fires. He said that the Na- 
tional Board, in making investigations, 
was repeatedly told by fire department 
heads of long experince that the only 
way to stop arson is to withhold insur- 
ance from the people who have inten- 
tional fires, He advised agents and 
brokers to exercise care and judgment 
as to the classes they sell insurance. 





He stated that the board is inviting the 
cooperation of chamber of commerce 
credit bureaus and other representative 
business organizations in combating the 
evil. 

Chairman Donahue made it known that 
the Philadelphia Chamber of Commerce, 
in conjunction with the Insurance Fed- 
eration of Pennsylvania, has perfected a 
plan which will '2ffectually prevent im- 
proper persons and business concerns 
from obtaining insurance, if adopted and 
strictly adhered to by insurance com- 
panies and insurance men. 

It was stated that among a hundred 
or more pernicious bills prepared to b? 
offered at the next session of the Penn- 
sylvania legislature is one to require 
that in making settlement of fire losses 


a judge of the court of common pleas 
shall name the adjusters. 
Walter H. Evert, Pennsylvania state 


agent for the London 
president of the Philadelphia Under- 
writers’ Club, offered a resolution de- 
manding that the offices of the district 
attorney, the fire marshal and the coroner 
investigate thoroughly the warehouse 
fire on American street last week in 
which four firemen were burned to 
death. 

Discussing this blaze, Mr. 
the party responsible tried to get his 
stuff insured with the Fire Association 
while at an address on Front street, but 
the company investigated and flagged 
the policy in time. Then, Mr. Morton 
continued, the party shipped the stuff-to 
American street, got it insured and then 
burned the stuff “before we could get 
on to their trick.” 


Assurance, and 


Morton said 


Bament. Opens Lecture Series 


W. N. Bamrent, general adjuster of the 
Home of New York, was the first speaker 
in a series of public addresses being 
given at the University of Pennsylvania 
in Philadelphia. Mr. Bament spoke last 
Monday evening in the college hall. The 
meetings are being given under the 
joint auspices of the insurance depart- 
ment and the Insurance Federation of 
Pennsylvania. Commission'2r Donaldson 
is fostering the plan and is fitting it 
into his program of policyholder coop- 
eration and education. 


New York Golf Tourney 


The Underwriters Golf Association of 
New York will hold its annual fall tour- 
nament at the Canal Brook Country 
Club, Columbus, N. J., Oct. 20. Secretary 
W. MacIntosh is handling the details of 
the tournament and has mad? arrange- 
ments for all members who wish to play 
on the links the day preceding the tour- 
nament, 


National Union to Build 


The National Union Fire of Pittsburgh 
is to have a new home office building, 
which will be ons of the finest insurance 
buildings in Pittsburgh. The company 
is moving from the congested business 
district to one of the new growing sec- 
tions of the city and will build on Nata- 
lie Street near Fifth Ave. The building 
will be btween the Concordia Club and 
the new University Club. It is to be a 
four story structure to be occupied 
entirely by the National Union. The 
executive offices will occupy the front 
and the underwriting department will 
occupy the remainder of the second floor. 
Miscellaneous lines will be handled on 
the back of the third floor and the fourth 
will be devoted to a large auditorium. 
Th city and county departments of the 
National Union will continue, however, 
in the present downtown office. The 
company expects to have the new build- 
ing ready for occupancy by the first of 
next May. 


Examiners Elect Officers 


NEW YORK, Oct. 10.—At the annual 
meating of the Examining Underwriters 
Association of New York last week, W. 
G. Martin of the Niagara was elected 
president to succeed O. A. Marrin of the 
North British & Mercantile. The other 


ecfficers ‘'slected were: M. J. Zaengie, 
Svea, vice-president; M. M. Geuillan, 
Continental, secretary; H. T. Storms, 
Home of New York, treasurer. The exec- 


utive committee is composed of N. E. 
Schmitt, American; W. QC. Lincoln, Great 











PITTSBURG UNDERWRITERS 


Geo. R. Davies, Commonwealth Bldg., Pittsburgh, Pa. 


L. M. Stephens, Asst. Ghaieew 
Underwritten by 


Allemannia Fire Ins. Co. 
National-Ben Franklin Fire Ins. Co. 


Republic Fire Ins. Co. 
Superior Fire Ins. Co. 
All of Pittsburgh, Pa. 


Combined Capital, $2,400,000 Assets, $13,600,959 
Surplus to Policyholders, $4,991,615 


G. R. Goodsell, Columbus, Ohio, State Agent for Ohio 
Eliel & Loeb Ae ae General Agents for “~ x and Indiana 
W. P. Ray, Mgr., Indianapolis, Ind. 
Fish & Shulkamp, Madison, Wis., General Agents for Wisconsin 
Charles N. Roe, General Agent, and Fred W. Sullivan, State Agent for Michigan 


NEW AGENTS SOLICITED 














Fire Business by Re-Insurance Only 


Hail Business written direct through Federated General 
Agency, Masonic Temple, Des Moines, Iowa 


Federated Fire Re-Insurance Co. 


HOME OFFICE 
- 314-320 M. B. A. Blidg., Mason City, Iowa 


E. G. Dunn, President 
W. S. Hazard, Jr., Vice-President Walter C. Kuester Secretary 

















CAPITAL 


ASSETS 
$450,008 $1,122,283 
INSURED’S SURPLUS LIABILITIES 
$592,390 $979,894 





Business Is All Right—Let’s Go! 


THE HENRY CLAY FIRE INSURANCE CO. 
LEXINGTON, KY. 











The Columbian Jnsurance Company 


Home Office, Indianapolis, Indiana 


Writes Fire and Tornado Insurance 


Agents wanted in Minnesota, Wisconsin, 
Illinois, Ohio, Indiana and Michigan 








NATIONAL INSPECTION CO. 


823 West Jackson Boulevard CHICAGO 
A Clearing House for 
UNDERWRITING INFORMATION 
J. G. HUBBELL, Mgr. H. B. CHRISSINGER, Ass’t * gr. 











INCORPORATED 1720 


Roya EXCHANGE ASSURANCE 


United States Branch, 83 Maiden Lane, New York 


E. C. STOKES, 


GAYLE T. FORBUSH, ARTHUR WALLER, 
United States Manager A iate M 


g Assistant Manager 











GONE coc cecccsasccs 
Senpies to Policyholders .. 


9. E. STRAUCH, Secretary 


Guinn 





WM. V. FISCHER, Asst. Secy. 


Organized 1867 


WHEELING FIRE INSURANCE CO. 


Wheeling, West esr 


eee 200,000.00 
eee $505, 693.59 
E. A. KEELER, Specia !Agent 











Richland Mutual Insurance Company 
MANSFIELD, OHIO 
Incorporated 1850 

TOTAL ASSETS - - - - - - 
J. A. RIGBY, President 








$2,486,445.48 
BUSINESS CONFINED TO OHIO R. SMITH, Secretary 
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Opening 
Pocketbooks 


N article of merit and 

an aggressive but 

courteous selling method 

will open buyers’ purse 
strings. 


The Fire Association has 
proved the merits of 
its policies for over one 
hundred years. This com- 
pany has complete confi- 
dence in the ability of its 
agents. 


The agents who have 
the same confidence 
in themselves and Fire 
Association policies as 
the company has, are 
bound to succeed. 


FIRE ASSOCIATION 
of PHILADELPHIA 


WESTERN DEPARTMENT 
INSURANCE EXCHANGE 


C H I CA G O 
J. M. Thomas 


Manager 
F. H. Burke A. F. Powrie 
Asst. Manager 


2nd Asst. Manager 














Are You Using 
Our 


Handy Auto 
Reference Table 


You May Have One 
Upon Application 


AUTOMOBILE DEPT. 


HANOVER FIRE 
INSURANCE CO. 
NEW YORK CHICAGO SAN FRANCISCO 








The Mansfield Mutual 


Fire Insurance Co. 


Linbilities - - - - - $ 65,508.02 
Net Cash Surplus - - - - 171,125.82 236,633.84 
Contingent Assets - - - - -  - = 373,957.03 

Total Resources of Company $610,590.92 
Total Amount at Risk - - . - - $ 11,748,385.00 
Total LewesPaid 1. - - - - - 789,495.83 
Total Savings to Policyholders - = 661,460.46 
E. J. FORDNEY, Pres. J. M. COOK, Sec'y 

Present Rat tof Dividend telfPelicyhelders, 
25 per cent 














American; O. A. Marrin, North British & 
Mercantile; D. A. Palmer, North River; 
J. F. Boyle, New York Underwriters. 
Except for the tribute paid the retiring 
officers and the election of the new offi- 
cers, no business was transacted during 
the evening. 


Quebec Blue Goose Meeting 

Initiation ceremonies and a grand din- 
ner were staged by the Quebec Blue 
Goose at Montreal, Monday night, Oct. 
9. W. T. Benallack, past most loyal 
grand gander of the Blue Goose, Detroit, 
Mich., was the representative of the 
grand nest at the meeting. A large class 
of goslings including many prominent 
underwriters of the Canadian district 
were initiated, according to James S. 
Sherritt, wielder of the goose quill. T. 
L. Geraghty, most loyal gander, presided 
at the meetings. 


Many Farm Fires in East 


The third farm fire of mysterious 
origin on consecutive days within a 
short distance of each other, occurred 
last Thursday, destroying a large barn 
owned by James Abram, near Sewell, 
‘.. J. Total loss in the three blazes is 
said to exceed $60,000. Unseasonably hot 
weather causing spontaneous combus- 
tion in the hay or else the focus of 
the sun’s rays through barn windows is 
given as the probable cause of the three 
fires. Other fires in New Jersey last 
week include the destruction of the club- 
house of the fashionable Montclair Gplf 
Club, near Verona, with more than $20,- 
000 loss, and $15,000 damage to the 
Schary Pavilion and Hotel Commodore 
at Bradley Beach. 

Fire starting in a haymow destroyed 
a big barn of the Dunwoody Home at 
Newtown Square, Pa., near Philadelphia, 
last week, together with crops and farm 
machinery. The barn had recently been 
rebuilt at a cost of $30,000. Total loss 
may reach $70,000. Another fire last 
week destroyed a barn belonging to 
Charles Faust at Lynnport, Pa., with 
$18,000 loss. 





Probe Big Philadelphia Fire 


PHILADELPHIA, PA., Oct. 10.—Insur- 
ance far in excess of its value was car- 
ried on goods in the fire-swept ware- 
house of 1016-1022 North American 
street, where last week four firemen 
perished and about $100,000 damage was 
caused, it was disclosed by Fire Mar- 
shal Elliott, who is investigating the 
peculiar circumstances surrounding the 
blaze. 

Mr. Elliott promised some interesting 
developments as soon as he can deter- 
mine further facts, including just where 
the goods were kept before being placed 
in the warehouse. “Much of the stock 
in the building,” said he, “was cheap 
stuff which looked as though it had been 
bought at auction. Some of the stuff 
undoubtedly was unsalable.” Several 
gasoline-soaked packing boxes were 
found in the building after the fire, Mr. 
Elliott said. 

After viewing the ruins Mayor Moore 
said that the fire clearly shows the 
necessity for more adequate water serv- 
ice and the extension of the high pres- 
sure system. 


Seek Pennsylvania Legislation 


Judge Eugene C. Bonniwell of Phila- 
delphia, as chairman of the executive 
committee of the Pennsylvania State 
Firemen’s Association, at the annual 
convention, last week, recommended that 
determined efforts be made at the next 
session of the legislature to obtain the 
following laws: 

The recreating of a department for 
prevention of fire, with ample powers, 
and appropriation added, along the lines 
of the bill introduced in 1917. 

An act defining negligence in relation 
to fire and making responsible in civil 
damages the offending party, precisely 
as such party would be responsible for 
any injury caused by any other act of 
his, whether from misuse of his prop- 
erty, misuse of a motor car, or misuse 
of property rights. 

An act making it an offense for an 
agent or insurance company to insure 
any property or goods of any descrip- 
tion in excess of their market value, and 
making it an offense for any owner to 
attempt to obtain insurance in excess of 
the market value of the property cov- 
ered by the policy. 


Probe Pittsburgh Florist Fire 


PITSBURGH, PA., Oct. 10.—Declaring 
that fire laws of the state had been vio- 








lated, Fire Marshal Thomas Pfarr has 





begun an investigation into the fire 
which last week destroyed the thre?- 
story brick warehouse and factory of 
the McCallum Company, wholesale flor- 
ists, 1803-1805 Beaver avenue, Northside, 
with a loss of $150,000. The fire for a 
tim’? threatened an entire business block 
but three alarms brought out all the fire 
fighting equipment of the Northside dis- 
trict and the flames were gotten under 
control after four hours’ work. <Accord- 
ing to Fire Marshal Pfarr, the hallways 
and stairs to the s:cond floor were lit- 
tered with wicker baskets, ribbons and 
other inflammable materials used in the 
fiorist business and added materially to 
the rapid spread of the flames. 


Pittsburgh Loss Figures 


PITTSBURGH, PA., Oct. 10.—Pitts- 
burgh’s fire loss for th2 present year, 
including the $150,000 fire on the north 
side last week, is above that for the 
entire year in 1921 and now is nearly 
$3,000,000, according to figures compiled 
by William Patterson, statistical clerk 
of the Bureau of Fire. The figures for 
1922 cover from Jan. 1 to Oct. 1. There 
are five big fires not included, one a mil- 
lion dollar fire at the Jones & Laughlin 
steel company plant, which was self 
insured, and two other manufacturing 
plant fires. 

Th? figures for the last five years fol- 
low: 


Year Loss Insurance 
1918 $1,573,610 $19,034,892 
1919 1,707,007 23,026,840 
1920 2,219,043 29,045,826 
1921 805,577 3,587,810 
1922 3,000,000 21,134,275 


Pittsburgh Autoists Hinder Firemen 


PITTSBURGH, PA., Oct. 10—Thought- 
essness of automobile drivers is respon- 
sible for thousands of dollars of needless 
property loss by fire in this city an- 
nually, according to Fire Chief William 
Bennett. 

“It seems like such a trivial thing, this 
parking of automobiles near fire plugs,” 
he said, “but it is an expensive practice. 
It causes much trouble and results in 
damage to property that could be _ so 
easily avoided. An alarm comes in. The 
fire engines dash to the scene of th® fire, 
only to find the fire plugs hemmed in 
with automobiles. That means a delay 
and delay of even a minute at a fire 
means a minute’s more damages’ by 
flames. Flames can cause a lot of dam- 
age in a minute. Frequently the delay 
is much longer than a minute and at 
times certain fire plugs are practically 
useless until the flam2s have gained 
great headway.” 


Fifty Years in Business 


HOLYOKE, MASS., Oct. 10.—Charles C. 
Judd, senior member of the well known 
agency of Judd & Parsons of Holyoke, 
observed the 50th anniversary of his en- 
trance into the insurance business here 
last week by giving a party at the home 
agency and a dinner on Mt. Tom. Al- 
though 71 years old Mr. Judd is still 
active in his agency interests, having a 
branch in Springfield. He was born in 
Northampton and four years later re- 
moved to Holyoke. The business has 
grown and expanded and is now one of 
the leading Massachusetts agencies. 

Some 40 company officials, field men 
and agents were present. President N. 
S. Bartow of the Queen, Secretary C. W 
Pierce of the Continental, Secretary Wil- 
liam M. Ballard of the Commercial 
Union, Assistant Secretary E. S. Archer 
of the Great American, Assistant Mana- 
ger R. H. Williams of the Liverpool, 
London & Globe, and Superintendent of 
Agencies R. K. Meneely of Lloyds Plate 
Glass were among the officials present 
who assisted in the presentation of gifts 
to Mr. Judd. 


East Notes 


Robert M. Johnston, insurance broker 
and supervisor of bills in the New Jer- 
sey senate, is slated for the postmaster- 
ship of Atlantic City, having received 
the unanimous endorsement of the Re- 
publican county executive committee. 


Pennsylvania Notes 


The Standard of New York has been 
elected a member of Philadelphia Fire 
Underwriters’ Association. 

A. Rowland Aaron, well known insur- 
ance broker of Lansdale, a suburb of 
Philadelphia, is mourning the loss of his 
wife who died last week. 


Joseph F. Morris of Reading, Pa., was 
elected last week as president of the 
Pennsylvania State Firemen’s Associa- 
tion, succeeding Howard O. Holstein of 
Harriburg. 

Frank T. Davis. for many years in the 


=== =—= 
phia, died last week at his home in 
Lansdowne, Pa., where he was formerly 


chief burgess. He was 70 years old. 

Jere H. Barr, of Barr & Essick, Read- 
ing, Pa., president of the Insurance Fea- 
eration of Pennsylvania, has wired Goy- 
ernor Sproul urging him to postpone the 
opening of the hunting season until the 
end of the drought, in order to minimize 
danger of forest fires. 

Because of a change in the Partnership 
the Philadelphia agency of the Hand- 
in-Hand Underwriters and the National 
of Hartford has been transferred from 
Crittenden & Swope to Young, Critten- 
den & Swope. The agency of the Mer. 
chants & Farmers Mutual of Worcester, 
Mass., has been changed from Houston 
Dunn, Ine., to James S. Kemper & (Co. 
The Pittsburgh Fire has withdrawn 
from the office of Lenge Brothers. 


———= 


New Montana Special 

Garland Binder has been appointed 
special agent in Montana for the Com- 
mercial Union and affiliated companies, 
the appointment being effective Noy. 1, 
Mr. Binder, who has been in local work 
in Butte, will make his headquarters in 
that city. 


Coast Notes 


Portland, Ore., may vote on a $500,000 
bonding measure next month for the 
purpose of installing a high pressure 
fire fighting system in a part of the 
downtown district. A committee named 
by the mayor is investigating the mai- 
ter. 





Among the ten reasons given by Roger 
Babson, the statistician, for improved 
business conditions is prohibition, not- 
ing that of the millions heretofore an- 
nually spent for drink, 20 percent has 
gone into the savings banks and the re- 
mainder into building homes, buying 
merchandise, etc. 


The Concordia Fire 


Insurance Company 
of Milwaukee, Wis. 


Total Assets, Jan. 1, 1922 $4,710,586.53 
Capital Stock . . . . 750,000.00 
Re-Insurance Reserve. . 2,692,304.24 


Reserves of other Liabili- 
ties Jeg ees hs 478,099.62 


Surplus to Policyholders 





1,540, 182.67 
— Writing — 
Fire Tornado 
Sprinkler Leakage 
Rents Use and Occupancy 








FIRE—TORNADO— AUTOMOBILE 


COMMERCIAL UNION 
Assurance Co., Ltd., of London 
PALATINE 
Insurance Co., Ltd., of London 
COMMERCIAL UNION 
Fire Insurance Co., of New York 
UNION 
Assurance Soc., Ltd., of London 
CALIFORNIA 
Insurance Co., of San Francisco 
WESTERN DEPARTMENT 
N.E. Cor. Clark and Monroe Streets 
Chicago 
FRED A. RYE, Manager 


A. M. NELSON, Asst. Manager 
J. C. GRIFFITHS, Asst. Manager 

















Dayton Mutual Fire 
Insurance Co., "onto 
B. C. COLEMAN, Secy. 


Conservative and Careful 
Management 


AGENTS WANTED 
Address Home Office 
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13 AUTO POLICY PERSONAL 


Question as to Collision Liability When 
Car Is Taken Without Owner’s 
Knowledge 


LINCOLN, NEB., Oct. 10. — The 
Employers Indemnity has appealed to 
the supreme court from a judgment in 
Douglas county in favor of Boris Pred, 
for $4,631 and $400 attorney fees, and 
raises the question that an insurance 
contract is personal and does not attach 
to the machine itself, 

Mr. Pred kept his machine in a pub- 
lic garage. One night after he had 
turned it in, one of the employes assem- 
bled a number of friends, including sev- 
eral women, and all went out for a joy 
ride. While going at 60 miles an hour 
around a curve the machine went into 
the ditch and was overturned several 
times, one woman being killed. 

The insurance company denied any 
liability under its policy and insisted 
that his remedy for his loss lay against 
the company that had issued a theft 
policy. The trial court refused to allow 
it to plead in defense or to introduce 
any testimony that the machine had 
been unlawfully appropriated and at the 
time of the accident was in the control 
of persons not covered by the policy. 

The company insists that the proper 
interpretation of the law is that an 
insurance policy is personal, and does 
not attach to the machine; that the 
company does not insure an automobile 
against damage by accident, but con- 
tracts to indemnify the owner against 
loss by reason of an accident so long 
as it is driven by himself or by some 
persons in privity with him. No com- 
pany will insure where the owner is 
known to be reckless and careless, and 
it limits its liability to damage to acci- 
dents resulting when he is driving or 
someone in his employ. 

The lower court based its decision on 
a clause in the policy that said “any 
driver, pleasure or business,” holding 
that this created an ambiguity that must 
be resolved in favor of the insured. 
The company says that if this be read in 
connection with the remainder of the 
policy it will be clear that “any driver” 
meant any employe or member of the 
family. 





AUTO CLUB DROPS INSURANCE 


Show-Down Forced by Omaha Insur- 
ance Men in Connection with 
—_— Drive 


OMAHA, NEB., Oct. 10.—The con- 
nection of the Omaha Automobile Club 
with a reciprocal insurance scheme has 
been brought to a showdown as a result 
of protests made by local insurance 
men who were solicited for membership 
in the drive put on recently by the club 
for 2,000 new members, with the result 
that the executive committee of the club 
and its officers have notified the solici- 
tors that they might tell insurance men 


- whose applications were sought that the 


club’s activities along that line or any 
direct or indirect connection with it, 
would cease. 

Not long ago the secretary of the 
club, operating from the club’s office, 
wrote and solicited automobile insur- 
ance for a reciprocal. As a result of 
the objections offered by members who 
were in the insurance business the open 
connection and the advertising of the 
reciprocal insurance in the club’s pub- 
lication were discontinued, Some skep- 
ticism still existed among insurance 
men. When one of them was ap- 
Proached by a membership solicitor he 
raised the insurance issue and to check 
up on it called the club’s office in the 
solicitor’s presence, asking the clerk who 
answered if the club could write him 
some automobile insurance. She _ re- 





plied, “We do not write it here, but we 
can get it for you and save you money 
by better rates,” further referring him 
to a particular agent, giving his ad- 
dress and telephone number. 

Last week, while the membership 
drive was still on, a leading insurance 
office again called the automobile club 
on the telephone and asked the young 
lady who answered it whom she would 
recommend for automobile insurance. 
She gave the names of several leading 
agencies but added the name of the 
agent who had previously been recom- 
mended, again giving his address and 
telephone number, which had not been 
done in the case of the other agencies. 

Assurance has now been given, how- 
ever, that there ‘will be no further 
activities of this sort. 


Columbus Agents Turned Down 


Last week a committee of agents from 
Columbus, O., conferred with the execu- 
tive commitiee of the Western Automo- 
bile Underwriters Conference in Chicago 
regarding the recent application of the 
new restricted theft cover rate plan to 
their city. The use of the new form was 
thoroughly discussed, and the executive 
committee of the Conferenc? finally de- 
cided to make no change in Columbus 
or at any other point in Western Union 
territory. The Columbus delegation was 
asked to give the new plan a fair trial. 
The Conference committee made _ the 
point that the companies must find some 
way of reducing automobile theft and 
consequently the cost of automobile in- 
surance. Police protection will not 
pring the desired results, but the com- 
panies themselves can, through the use 
of a modified form, make all automobile 
owners take a strong interest in seeing 
that their property is properly protected 
at all times. 





Figures Incorrectly Given 


The report of Fred J. Sauter as chair- 
man of the national theft committee of 
the National Automobile Underwriters 
Conference was incorrectly given in a 
number of insurance papers. In his ref- 
erence to the Chicago. situation . Mr. 
Sauter said that the police record showed 
4,641 cars stolen during the first nine 
months of 1921 as compared with 3,923 
for the same period of 1920. Mr. Sauter 
did not submit figures on the number of 
cars stolen and recovered in Chicago dur- 
ing this year. 


Theft Losses Lower in East 


PHILADELPHIA, PA., Oct. 10.—Auto- 
mobile theft underwriters report that 
business has been undergoing the usual 
pre-season slump, but more activity is 
expected as the new models become more 
generally used. Even despite the slump 
business is said to be much better, than 
last year. Not so many losses are re- 
ported now as within recent months. 
Some companies still refuse to sell theft 
insurance on the cheaper cars and ali 
are picking their risks more carefully. 


Enters Iowa for Automobile 


The Nebraska Live Stock, which, under 
its charter, can write automobiles and 
farm machinery, has entered Iowa for 
automobile business and has begun plant- 
ing agencies. The company is also li- 
censed in Minnesota and Colorado, as 
well as Nebraska, and in those states it 
writes live stock insurance, full cover- 


age fire, theft and liability on automo- 
biles and fire on threshing machine 
outfits. < 


Blue Goose Radiator Tags 


MILWAUKEE, WIS., Oct. 10.—The first 
shipment of the Blue Goose automobile 
radiator tags, long sought after by mem- 
bers of the order, has arrived, Paul E. 
Rudd, grand wielder, announces. The 
first lot, 300 tags, arrived this week and 
will be mailed to those fortunate gan- 
ders who placed early reservations. 
Additional emblems have b2en promised 
by the manufacturers within a few 
weeks to supply the keen demand for 
the popular tags, Mr. Rudd said. The 
tags are circular with a blue rim and the 
white lettering: “Ancient and Honorable 
Order of the Blue Goose.” <A blue goose 
en a white background is in the center 





of the enamel tag. 


MULTIPLE AGENCIES 
MAKE BIG SUBJECT 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4) 


the underwriters’ agencies they will 
maintain the practice. If they find the 
agents will not allow underwriters and 
will not represent them, they will be 
discontinued. Mr. Ayer frowned 
down on the suggestion that the parent 
company should be penalized. He said 
in such a case the agents would be 
merely cutting off their nose to spite 
their face. 
Will S. Thompson's Views 


Will S. Thompson of Hutchinson, 
Kan., declared that the companies can- 
not cure the multiple agency plan alone 
nor can the agents. In his town there 
are 50 agents and only 12 are making a 
living at the business. Heé said that 
the companies simply promote an evil in 
appointing small side liners. A man of 
that type controls but little business. 
He is an expensive agent, however. He 
urged the enforcement of the 45-day 
rule in collection of insurance premiums. 
He said that in this way the small fry 
will be put out of business. Mr. Thomp- 
son said that the agents must do their 
part in bringing about any reform. They 
must use their influence with their com- 
panies ina campaign to get them to re- 
fuse to appoint fly-by-nights and incom- 
petents. He advocated the. state asso- 
ciations and the companies getting in 
conference on the subject and trying to 
work out some satisfactory rules for 
agency appointments. 

Clyde Smith’s Suggestion 


Clyde Smith of Lansing, Mich., said 
that companies may incorporate their 
underwriters’ agencies with small capi- 
tal and reinsure automatically all the 
business, thus defeating the plan that 
the agents have in mind of reducing 
agency representation by retirement of 
annexes. Mr. Smith urged the passage 
of an agency qualification law that has 
teeth in it in order to establish a stand- 
ard to which agents must comply. 

Col. Walker Taylor of Wilmington, 
N. C., said that at the Buffalo conven- 
tion some years ago C. S. Pellet of 
Chicago read a paper on underwriters’ 
agencies which led to a resolution con- 
demning them. Col. Taylor said that, 
of course, if the New York Under- 
writers is eliminated all the rest of the 
underwriters’ agencies would fall. He 
said he had represented the New York 
Underwriters for years and liked it. He 
said that this institution was once a 
necessity, especially in the south. It 
Was a creature of circumstances and 
met an emergency. In the first place 
the New York Underwriters issued a 
joint policy of some of the smaller com- 
panies. He declared that the New York 
Underwriters was the first institution to 
acknowledge the principle that expira- 
tions belong to the agents. This -was 
30 years ago. He said that the New 
York Underwriters is an independent in- 
stitution maintaining its own office and 
field force. He said that it is perfectly 
independent from the Hartford. It was 
proposed at the Buffalo convention that 
only those underwriters that maintain 
independent office and field force should 
be recognized. Col. Taylor said that he 
believed that that policy should prevail. 
However, as there is so much dispute 
about it, he urged that a special com- 
mittee be appointed to deal with the 
question. He thinks that some of the 
older underwriters might incorporate. 
The New York Underwriters, he said, 
was started in perfectly good faith and 
has followed correct principles. He 
said that the New York Underwriters 
might feel that it could make some rea- 
sonable sacrifice to save the situation. 
Col. Taylor made a motion that the in- 
coming administration be asked to give 
particular attention to the multiple 
agency and underwriters’ annex ques- 
tion and this prevailed. 


It is worth remembering that no fail- 
ure need be final. 
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APPLIANCES 


Bearing the label of the 


Underwriters Laboratories, Inc. 





FIRE EXTINGUISHERS 


FIRE PROTECTION EQUIPMENT CO., 
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ers, chemical] engine, hose and building equip- 
mente. Complete engineering service and die 
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SAFETY CANS 


JUSTRITE MANUFACTURING CO., 
2067 Southport Ave., Chicago, Ill: Nom-ex- 
plosive safety cans, automatic cily waste cans, 
fire extinguishers. Underwriters label on all de- 
vices. 
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CLEANS UP OLD CROP 
TOBACCO SALE SETS RECORD 
Liability Under General Cover Contract 


For Burley Growers Association 
Now Practically Exhausted 





LOUISVILLE, KY., Oct. 11.—Com- 
panies which ‘write the general cover 
contract for the.Burley Tobacco Grow- 
ers Cooperative Association are much 
interested in the sale which has just 
been announced of 54,000,000 pounds of 
tobacco to the R. J. Reynolds Tobacco 
Company at a reported price of $14,- 
000,000. This is said to be the largest 
sale ever made of pooled tcbacco. The 
last audit made of the general cover 
contract, which is placed by Adolph 
Reutlinger here, showed liability of 
$15,000,000, this covering last year’s crop 
in the warehouses of the Burley Asso- 
ciation. 

It would thus seem that the sale just 
made practically cleans up last year’s 
crop, and leaves a liability of between 
$500,000 and $1,000,000 covering stocks 
of low grade tobacco. The new crop 
has not yet been placed in the ware- 
houses, so that the nine companies com- 
prising the pool are practically without 
tobacco liability at this time. When this 
year’s crop is stored in the warehouses 
the general cover contract will, as be- 
fore, provide protection at 300 locations 
‘with a limit of $500,000 in any one ware- 
house. The experience under this con- 
tract this year has been favorable. 








‘SARGEANT’S 40th YEAR 














President Frank W. Sargeant of the 
New Hampshire Fire observes this 
month the 40th year of his association 
with that company and the anniversary 
is being made the occasion of some 
pleasant surprises for Mr. Sargeant. His 
field force has sent him a hall clock 
and a beautifully lettered testimonial 
with names attached; the office force 
visited him in his summer home in Can- 
dia the other day and left a silver 
pitcher, with a bouquet of roses for 
Mrs. Sargeant ,and other things are 
likely to happen soon. 

Mr. Sargeant, born in Candia, near 
Manchester, in 1860, went to Phillips 
Exeter Academy and then spent a year 
or two in business houses in Boston. 
He entered the employ of the New 
Hampshire Fire in 1882 as an office boy. 
He worked hard, took an interest, and 
‘in 1905 became the president of the com- 
pany. In the 40 years Mr. Sargeant has 
seen the company increase its assets 
from $915,132 to $10,944,350; its surplus 
from $204,208 to $3,039,206, and its net 
premiums from $346,952 to $4,690,117. 
The cash capital has alsc increased from 
$500,000 in 1882 to $2,000,000. In 1882 
the company was admitted in 21 states, 
now it is in all the states but Missis- 
sippi and Nevada, is doing business 
through general agencies in eastern and 
western Canada and is a member of the 
American-Foreign Insurance Associa- 
tion. 

Mr. Sargeant takes an active interest 
in political affairs, holding many offices 
in the local communitv. but has not been 
an office seeker. 


Hulme Marine Secretary 


Charles Hulme of San Francisco has 
been appointed marine secretary of the 
Home of New York. He will hereafter 
make his headquarters at the Home 
office. Mr. Hulme has spent his entire 
business life in marine underwriting on 
the Pacific coast. For the past six 
years he has acted as marine manager 
of the Tyson general agency at San 
Francisco, which represents the Home, 
Great American and Phoenix of Hart- 
ford. 





WANTS NEW TAX PLAN 
MILLER IS PREPARING A BILL 


Superintendent of Insurance of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia Says Present 
Basis Is Illogical 


WASHINGTON, D. C., Oct. 7. — 
Superintendent Burt A. Miller of the in- 
surance department here is preparing a 
bill to be introduced in Congress which 
will make the basis of insurance com- 
pany taxation net profits, the same plan 
followed in the taxation of marine in- 
surance. To get at underwriting profits, 
losses incurred and expenses incurred 
including all taxes are to be deducted 
from premiums earned. In addition to 
the tax on underwriting profits, Super- 
intendent Miller advocates a tax at the 
rate of 5 percent on the average earn- 
ings on reserves for unpaid losses and 
unexpired premiums. Furthermore, 
there shall be a tax of 2 percent on the 
investment income from funds repre- 
senting capital stock and surplus. Mr 
Miller takes the position that the pres- 
ent tax system is illogical and unjust 
and says the time has arrived when in- 
surance taxation should be based on a 
logical and scientific system. He will 
advocate the adoption of this new taxa- 
tion bill before Congress so that it will 
apply to all companies writing business 
in the District of Columbia. 


Listens to Non-Boarders 


NEW YORK, Oct. 11.—Representa- 
tives of several non-board fire compa- 
nies held a conference with Insurance 
Superintendent Stoddard of New York 
this week at which there was a discus- 
sion of the position of their companies 
so far as the operation of the new rate 
supervision law is concerned. Objec- 
tions to the non-board companies sub- 
scribing to or becoming members of the 
New York Fire Insurance Rating Or- 
ganization were submitted. Mr. Stod- 
dard gave his interpretation of the law 
and its application. 


Claim Rate Was Discriminatory 


LANSING, MICH., Oct. 11.—A com- 
plaint having been made by the Grand 
Rapids Dry Goods Co. of a discrimina- 
tion against this risk in the matter of 
rates for fire insurance, investigation 
was made by the Michigan insurance 
department of this and similar risks 1 
the state, and a hearing was held before 
the insurance commissioner, Oct. 10, 
At this hearing it was shown that the 
rates published by the Michigan Inspec- 
tion Bureau for the Grand Rapids Dry 
Goods Co. 
plying to other risks of the same class, 
and a rate of 10 cents for building and 
15 cents for contents was ordered, based 
on the usual conditions of co-insurance 
and protection; thus making the rate for 
this risk uniform with similar risks in 
other parts of the state. 





Robertson Wins Case 


JACKSON, MISS., Oct. 
aue Aj 





State Reve- 
gent Stokes V. Robertson won a 
victory in the circuit court here when 
Judge Potter upheld his right to restrain 
the proposed initiative measure placing 
the office of state revenue agent on a 
salary, basis of $5,000 a year until such 
time as the sufficiency of the petition 
ean be passed upon. 

Immediately after the decision the at- 
torneys in the case, went to the supreme 
court to ask that the appeal be made 
a preference cause on the docket of that 
tribunal, in order to get a final decision 
as quickly as possible. 


T. M. Patterson Is Il 


PHILADELPHIA, PA., Oct. 11.—T. 
Magill Patterson, secretary of the Penn- 
sylvania Fire, has been confined to his 
home for. the past 10 days for a severe 
attack of quinsy. Mr. Patterson will not 
be able to return to his office until some 
time next week. 


were higher than those ap-* 








ORGANIZE NEW MEXICO 


NEW ASSOCIATION IS FORMED 


Many Notables Were Present and 
Spoke—G. G. Fleming of Las Vegas 
Elected President 


ALBUQUERQUE, N. MEX., Oct. 
11.—An enthusiastic two-day meeting of 
prominent local agents in this city per- 
fected the New Mexico Insurance 
Agents Association with an elastic con- 
stitution to permit it to affiliate later 
with either the Insurance Federation of 
America or the National Association of 
Insurance Agents. Twenty-five leaders 
from all over the state attended, many 
special agents and managers were pres- 
ent. The outstanding features were 
talks by Assistant Counsel Ernest 
Palmer, of the National Board at Chi- 
cago; Vice-President Charles F. Wil- 
son, of the National Association of 
Insurance Agents; Deputy Insurance 
Commissioner McGibbon of New 
Mexico; J. L. Madden, of the United 
States Chamber of Commerce; Assis- 
tant Secretary A. N. Wold, of the Fed- 
eration and Mountain Field Vice-Presi- 
dent David J. Main of the National 
Association of Insurance Agents. 

The following officers were elected: 
President, G. G. Fleming, Las Vegas; 


Vice Presidents, J. J. Coons, Al- 
buquerque; E. W. Bowen, Tucumcari; 
H. H. Betts, Silver City, and G. A. 


Scheurick, Clovis; Secretary, Price R. 
Cross, Santa Fe; Treasurer, F. P. Can- 
field. Albuquerque. 





May Overhaul Liquidations 
WASHINGTON, D. C., Oct. 11.— 


Report here has it that among other 
departments of government activity to 
be overhauled by Attorney General 
Daugherty will be that having in charge 
the liquidation of former enemy owned 
insurance companies for the most part 
these were German marine or fire insti- 
tutions the combined United States 
assets of which amounted to millions of 
dollars. 


Aetna Opens New Office 

NEW YORK, Oct. 10. 
New York branch office has established 
a ground floor office at 100 William 
street, which will be opened for business 
next Monday, Oct. 16, and will be in 
charge of C. H. Reantsy. This office will 
handle all lines which the company 
writes with the exception of the bonding 
business, which will be handled upstairs 
as before. Brokers will have facilities 
for placing their marine business in the 





The Aetna Life’s 


new ground floor office but the head- 
auarters of the marine department of 
the Automobile will continue at 82 


Beaver street. 


Ruling on Non-Admitted Reinsurance 
TORONTO, CAN., Oct. 


11.—Fire com- 
pany managers have been advised by 
Superintendent of Insurance Fitzgerald 


to 'examine carefully whatever treaty 
arrangements they may have with unad- 
mitted companies and Mr. Fitzgerald rec- 
ommends in such cases instead of retain- 
ing 50 percent of the reserve, as is now 
the practice, 100 percent be held by the 
direct writing office. 


Doerfler Not State Agent 
DES MOINES, IA., Oct. 10.—F. R. Sher- 
man remains as state agent for the Mil- 
waukee Mechanics in Des Moines and 
Arch Doerfler of Waterloo becomes his 
assistant. Published reports indicated 
that Doerfler would succeed Sherman. 





Miscellaneous Notes 


T. S. Moss, assistant superintendent of 
the service denartment of the Hartford 
in Chicago, addressed the Chamber of 
Commerce at Mendota, Ill., on Tursday 
evening, having as his subject “Fire Pre- 
vention.” 

Russell C. Nelson, 
waukee Mechanics’, 
prevention 
Albert Lea, 
luncheon. 


state agent of Mil- 
gave a talk on fire 
before the Kiwanis Club of 
Minn., at the Monday noon 











PLEASED AT ACTION 


STODDARD TAKES A HAND 


New York Insurance Superintendent js 
to Scrutinize Excess Commission 
Payments by Some Companies 


NEW YORK, Oct. 11.—New York 
company executives of both fire and 
casualty companies are very much grati- 
fied over the announcement that the 
New York insurance department js 
about to take its first positive step under 
the powers given it by the new rate 
supervision law. It develops that some 
companies are paying commissions to 
brokers in excess of the rates filed 
with the department. Mr. Stoddard has 
already stated that reasonable rules 
affecting rates can easily be interpreted 
as defining commissions rules. The 
decision on the part of the New York 
department to rahe a hand in the com- 
mission question came as a direct result 
of the circular broadcasted by the Tray- 
elers offering commission bonuses to 
New York brokers producing a specified 
volume of new burglary business be- 
tween Oct. 2 and Dec. 2. These bonuses 
create for the broker a commission of 
about 40 percent. The Travelers is a 
member of the Burglary Association, 
and that: organization has established 
brokerage commissions of 25 percent 
as standard. 


WESTERN BUREAU OPENS 
SEMI-ANNUAL MEETING 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3) 


with agency limitations, President 
Yunker declared that “the fact that 
there are too many companies in some 
agencies results in impaired service to 
the public and produces waste and ex- 
travagance.” He inquired whether the 
number of companies in agencies of the 
type referred to should not be reduced 
to proper proportions, the withdrawing 
offices appointing new representatives. 
Special consideration, Mr, Yunker held, 
should be accorded the agent employ- 
ing fire prevention engineers, rating ex- 
perts and otherwise equipped to render 
valuable service to his clients, for in so 
doing he was benefiting the companies 
and the community as a_ whole. 
further avenue of service that might 
profitably be pursued by agents, in the 
mind of President Yunker, was _ the 
seeking of household lines from resi- 
dents in apartment buildings, especially 
those in moderate circumstances, to 
whom the loss of uninsured property 
would prove a severe blow. 

Fear of loss of business or the fear 
of incurring criticism from an insurance 
department, Mr. Yunker said, often pre- 
vented underwriters from taking posi- 
tive action upon, important matters, a 
condition, he asserted that was not at 
all creditable to the business and one 
that should no longer be tolerated. 


Is Business Over-Organized? 


President Yunker next touched upon 
organized effort and asked whether this 
had not been carried to such a degree 
in the activities of the fire insurance 
companies as virtually to cestroy indi- 
vidual initiative. While many present 
organizations had been voluntarily 
formed by the companies, the larger 
number, he said, had been compelled by 
the laws of the different states. 

The proneness of certain local agents 
to seek the enactment of new statutes 
in order to remedy conditions in the 
underwriting field that did not seem te 
them to be proper. Mr. Yunker charac- 
terized as being ill-advised, holding in- 
stead that all matters of disagreement 
between companies and their represen 
tators could and should be adjusted 
through conference and without inter 
vention from outsiders. 

Returning to the subiect of company 
expenditures. Mr. Yunkers submitted 
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NEW FIGHT NOW ON IN 
“BURGLARY ASSOCIATION 


Travelers Indemnity “Bonus” 
Burglary Plan Acts 


as Bomb 
TWO COMPANIES’ RESIGN 


Special Meetings Tuesday Brought No 
Results—Insurance Department 
Takes Up the Cudgel 





NEW YORK, Oct. 11.—Superintendent 
Stoddard of New York, dissatisfied with 
the outcome of the meeting of the Burg- 
lary Insurance Underwriters Association, 
which suspended commission rules in 
New York and Philadelphia at its meet- 
ing Tuesday, has called a meeting of all 
companies writing burglary insurance 
for ten o’clock next Monday morning at 
the New York office of the department. 
The investigation will deal with the 
alleged violation of the new rate super- 
vision law known as_ section § 141b. 
Another resignation has been sent in to 
the Burglary Underwriters Association, 
that of the Hartford Accident. The com- 
mittee named to try and bring back the 
dissatisfied companies consists of J. J. 
Flynn, Massachusetts Bonding; Samuel 
B. Brewster, American Surety; and H. W. 
Cluff, secretary of the association. 


NEW YORK, Oct..11.—The meeting 
of the Burglary Insurance Underwriters 
Association yesterday was adjourned 
subject to the call of the chairman, fol- 
lowing the suspension of commission 
rules for New York and Philadelphia. 
This brief announcement from the sec- 
retary of the association means that no 
decision was reached as to the high com- 
missions complained of in the new scale 
put out by the Travelers Indemnity 
which has threatened the disruption of 
the association. The Indemnity Insur- 
ance Company of North America and 
the National Surety were not repre- 
sented at the meeting, nor did they 
withdraw their resignations, though it is 
hoped that they will do so. 

Department May Step in 


The situation continues to be involved 
and it is highly possible that the insur- 
ance department will be forced to step 
in. The more’ conservative’ bur- 
glary insurance underwriters fear that 
this commission law will be made an 
excuse by the department to see that 
rating provisions in casualty lines are 
made more drastic by the enactment of 
additional laws at the next session of 
the legislature. 


Starts Association Row 


Like a thunder clap from a cloudless 
sky came the announcement from the 
head-office of th Travelers Indemnity 
in this city, that upon all classes of 
burglary business secured for it between 
Oct. 2 and Dee. 2 it was prepared to pay 
agents or brokers a substantial bonus, 
the effect of which would b2 to increase 
materially the commissions heretofore 
granted. 

When the offer became known the 
Burglary Insurance Underwriters Asso- 
ciation is understood to have taken the 
Position that the action of the Travelers 
constituted a violation of the organiza- 


(CONTINUED ON PAGE 39) 





REHEARING IS GRANTED 


CASUALTY COMPANIES WIN 


Illinois Tax Case Involving Millions 
Will Again Go Before State 
Supreme Court 


The Illinois tax case, one of the most 
important cases in history as affecting 
casualty companies, has stepped one 
pace forward with the decision last 
week in favor of the companies on ths 
petition for a rehearing. Attorneys rep- 
resenting the casualty companies inter- 
ested in the Illinois tax case presented 
their arguments at Springfield last week 
and on Friday the court upheld the peti- 
tion, so that the case will again go 
before the court. The future progress 
of the case will depend largely upon the 
action of the tax ferrets, their brief must 
be filed before further hearings can be 
granted. However, should they delay 
filing of their brief, it will only mean 
that the casualty companies are freed 
from the mandamus proceedings that 
much longer and the tax shall not be 
collected until and unless the supreme 
court reaffirms its original decision. 
There is now considerable hope, how- 
ever, that the court will reverse its de- 
cision and hold for the casualty com- 
panies 


Involves Many Millions 


The tax collections affected by this 
case are retroactive and thus the case 
involves millions, a conservative esti- 
mate being $10,000,000. It is one of the 
most important cases on any court 
docket affecting an insurance company. 
Should an adverse decision be ren- 
dered, it is doubted if some of the com- 
panies included under its ruling could 
withstand the strain. The case arose 
through the efforts of some tax ferrets 
who brought suit against the Board of 
Review of Cook County to require it to 
collect the property tax as a special 
franchise tax, without deduction and 
retroactive to 1869, Without hearing 
on the part of the companies affected 
the case was put through the court and 
decision rendered by the supreme court 
during the summer. The consequent 
action of the casualty companies formed 
an interesting account, which was re- 
lated previously. F. J. Canty, general 
counsel for the London Guarantee & 
Accident and now chairman of the casu- 
alty committee pushing the rehearing, 
discovered the court decision at a time 
when there were only a few days left 
before the effective date. Within a few 
days, with many representatives rush- 
ing into all parts of the state after 
those who had scattered for the vaca- 
tion season, the approval of all inter- 
ested parties was finally procured for 
the petition for filing the petition for a 
rehearing. 


Basis of Rehearing Petition 


After the preliminary hearing, the 
petition was granted and thus the re- 
hearing petition itself was considered at 
the September term of the court and the 
rehearing granted last week. In the 
petition the companies reviewed the his- 
tory of the case and showed that the 
most interested parties, the companies 
affected by the tax, had not been given 
a hearing. It was claimed also that 





COMBAT HOSTILE LAWS 
DISCUSSED AT PHILADELPHIA 


Bill Proposes to Require Every Penn- 
sylvania Motorist to Carry Policy 
in State Fund 


PHILADELPHIA, PA., Oct. 10.— 
At a meeting of Philadelphia fire and 
casualty agents and brokers Monday 
afternoon under the auspices of the In- 
surance Federation of Pennsylvania 
ways and means of counteracting the 
state and socialistic insurance propa- 
ganda going on in Pennsylvania and 
throughout the country were considered. 

Resident Vice-President John W. 
Donahue of the Maryland Casualty was 
the chairman of the meeting. The 
principal speakers were John T. Hutchi- 
son of Detroit, secretary of the Insur- 
ance Federation of America; President 
John B. Morton of the National Board 
of Fire Underwriters, and Walter A. 
Munns of Curtin & Brookie. Chairman 
Donahue among other proposed detri- 
mental legislation in Pennsylvania re- 
ferred to a bill making it compulsory 
for every motorist in the state to carry 
a policy issued by the state fund. Sec- 
retary Hutchison asserted that state and 
monopolistic insurance schemes are be- 
ing advocated by the newspapers, fed- 
eral and state officials, some of the 
insurance commissioners and the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor. He stated 
that bills of this character will be 
offered in Congress and in a number of 
state legislatures, that notwithstanding 
the widespread, forceful influence 
brought to bear by important business 
interests generally, the Fitzgerald bill 
will be likely to come up again for 
enactment in the next Congress. Mr. 
Munns said that Ohio has a compulsory 
state compensation insurance law and 
will also have a compulsory state auto- 
motive insurance law. 





several points of law had been over- 
looked. In the first place, there is at 
present a case which should stand as 
precedent for this, decided by the 
supreme court in 1914 in favor of the 
Fidelity and Casualty Company. It 
was also held in the petition that the 
rule of legislative acquiescence was 
overlooked, inasmuch as no action had 
been taken by the various sessions of 
the legislature since 1914, although the 
same question had been passed upon in 
connection with other branches of in- 
surance. The petition also stated that 
the decision should not be retroactive as 
there is no warrant in law to collect 
back or omitted taxes under a certain 
section of the effective act. The retro- 
active portion of the decision was em- 
phasized as the principal object sought. 
It was also held that the decision should 
not have been determined with only one 
of the interested parties before the 
court. The other parties, the tax pay- 
ers affected, were not present although 
they could have been brought into 
court. A final decision on the case will 
probably be made within a few weeks. 





Richard Clark, special agent of the 
Aetna Life and affiliated companies, has 
been assigned for the balance of the year 
to the Denver branch office under the di- 
rection of Manager R. R. Clark. 








COMPANIES PREFER TO 
SETTLE OWN TROUBLES 


Officials Say They Can Bring 
Down Acquisition Cost With- 
out Outside Help 





NEED TIME FOR RESULTS 


Don’t Want Commissioners or Legisla- 
tures Attempting to Solve Their 
Problems for Them 


Casualty company officials and agents 
who given the question some 
study say that as a result of the frank 
discussion over acquisition cost held at 
the recent meetings of the casualty or- 
ganizations at Lake Placid, N. Y., it is 
likely that the small group of casualty 
companies which has been making it 
impossible to effect a general reduction 
in acquisition cost will swing into line. 
At the Lake Placid meeting T. E. 
Braniff, president of the International 
Association of Casualty & Surety 
Agents, stated that acquisition cost can 
be brought down by the companies, the 
various state legislatures, or the insur- 
ance commissioners. Mr. Braniff sug- 
gested that the companies probably 
could not agree among themselves, that 
they would be disinclined to leave the 
matter to the legislatures, and _ that, 
therefore, the problem of bringing down 
acquisition cost should logically be left 
to the National Convention of Insur- 
ance Commissioners. Coming from a 
local agent of prominence and ability, 
Mr. Braniff’s suggestions caused more 
than an ordinary amount of comment. 


have 


Small Group Responsible 


However, a number of company 
executives who were questioned regard- 
ing Mr. Braniff’s statements said that 
the full and free discussions at the re- 
cent convention have paved the way for 
a better understanding on the part of 
companies. It is repeatedly stated by 
company officials that there are only a 
very few companies that have been un- 
willing up to date to pay a uniform 
scale of commissions. The refusal of 
these few companies to get into the 
band wagon has caused several others 
to take the position that until all com- 
panies are willing to get down to the 
same level of commissions they will not 
hesitate to make some exceptions here 
and there where there seem to be pos- 
sibilities for getting a good volume of 
desirable business. In other words, a 
few prominent and aggressive casualty 
companies have, it is stated, demoral- 
ized a number of others that might 
otherwise have been willing to adhere 
to the agreements already made. 


Paying Excess Commissions 


“What everybody interested in this 
subject should bear in mind,” said one 
executive, “is that 17% percent for com- 
pensation business is not too much. This 
figure should not be brought down. At 
the present time the general agent gets 
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17%, the local agent 12% and the broker 
10. That is, they are supposed to. But 
as a matter of fact, everybody knows 
that this figure is being exceeded every 
day by a number of companies. It is 
this that has to be remedied. Com- 
panies writing a large volume of com- 
pensation business with a good agency 
plant find suddenly that another com- 
pany is offering 5 percent more to 
agents, or is appointing agents in small 
towns having only their own business 
to handle, and giving them the title of 
general agent and the general agent’s 
scale of commission. There should be 
no general discussion of acquisition cost 
as applied to casualty insurance, but the 
point should be repeatedly made that 
it is not the 17% percent that is caus- 
ing the trouble, but the 25 and even 30 
that some companies are paying. 
High for All Classes 


“T refer particularly to compensation 
business because that is the big premium 
producer. At the same time we all 
know that some companies are paying 
as high as 40 percent for burglary busi- 
ness in Chicago and are paying excess 
commissions for practically all of the 
other casualty lines. The uniform scale 
of commissions recognized as fair and 
equitable is all right, and need not be 


cut down, but it is this excess commis-, 


sion practice that should be abolished.” 
Thinks Light Is Dawning 


Another company man who has fol- 
lowed the situation closely said: “What 
impressed all of the home office men 
at the Lake Placid meetings was the 
attitude taken by agents. Evidently 
agents see that they are going to be 
put out of business if their own com- 
panies cannot get down to an _ eco- 
nomical basis of operation. There is 
no justification for the excess commis- 
sion arrangements now in use. If they 
are continued eventually the insurance 
commissioners or the state legislatures 
will step in. This is not an idle 
prophecy, but something that is bound 
to happen if action is not taken by the 
companies before long. Agents able to 
see this are agitating for uniform meth- 
ods of operation on the part of all com- 
panies. They commence to see that if 
the few recalcitrants are allowed to con- 
tinue unchecked, the entire casualty 
business will be affected. It is just pos- 
sible that the companies which have 
caused the trouble are beginning to get 
a glimpse of this themselves. At any 
rate, I believe there is a good possibility 
of companies themselves getting to- 
gether without calling upon anyone 
else to settle the differences.” 

Ahead of Fire Companies 


One general agent as familiar with 
the subject as anyone else, said: ‘There 
has been some talk of-+referring this 
question to the insurance commissioners 
but I believe it would be a mistake. 
Nearly everyone has a great deal of 
faith in Insurance Superintendent Stod- 
dard of New York, but after all it will 
be an admission of weakness on our 
part if we have to ask him to remedy 
our difficulties for us. We want to set- 
tle our troubles among ourselves. We 
do not want to go to ccurt to get a 
divorce. This is no time to quit and 
declare that some one else should pull 
us out of a hole. As a matter of fact, 
we have made much more progress with 
this question of acquisition cost than 
the fire companies. We have been work- 
ing on it a long time. We have ¢tudied 
it, know where the trouble lies, and 
are constantly endeavoring to remedy 
conditions. We have got it down to 
only a very few companies. I do not 
believe the fire companies have made 
this much progress. 


“Let Us Alone” 


“If the insurance commissioners and 
the state legislatures will let us alone 
for a little while longer we can patch up 
our difficulties and squeeze some of the 
waste out of our business. I am as 
anxious as anyone else to get th acquisi- 
tion cost down and to remove, in part, 
the hostile attitude that exists on the 
part of the public. But I do not believe 








SURPRISED AT CHARGE 


PLATE GLASS OFFICES OBJECT 


Inclusion by Casualty Convention in 
List of Those “Offering Excessive 
Commissions” Called Unjustified 


NEW YORK, Oct. 
of the plate glass insurance writing 
companies were surprised that their 
particular branch of indemnity should 
have been included in the resolutions 
adopted at the recently held annual 
gathering of the National Association 
of Casualty & Surety Agents as “offer- 
ing excessive commissicns.” It is true 
the managers admit, that the rates of 
commissions paid upon plate glass risks 
in Cook county, IIl., has been far higher 
than they should be, and the same holds 
good with respect to Detroit and San 
Francisco, but elsewhere throughout the 
country, the figures that have long been 
regarded as standard remain constant, 
and there is no intimation that they will 
be increased. 


10.—Executives 


Chicago Is Storm Center 


In Chicago the strife for income has 
forced commissions upon plate glass 
business up to 35 percent and to this 
must be added another 10 percent over- 
riding for the branch office or general 
agent, making the final charge to the 
company pretty steep. In Detroit the 
prevailing brokerage was 20 percent un- 
til one of the eastern companies which 
is driving hard for volume, established 
what it termed a “service station” in the 
city, thus supplying an excuse for in- 
creasing the commissions, which have 
now gotten up to 25 and even to 30 per- 
cent. San Francisco is another point 
that has felt the baleful effects of the 
“service station” idea, with the result 
that nine companies withdrew from the 
plate glass exchange ccmpact in that 
city, and are now out trying aggres- 
sively to hold lines upon their books or 
to get new risks and are bidding high 
for them. 

Fight May Spread 

There is danger, too, that the evil will 
extend to St. Louis, though a deter- 
mined effort is being made to hold the 
situation in hand there. While no agree- 
ment as to commissions exists amoung 
the plate glass insurance offices, the 
limit of commission beyond which they 
would not go has been so generally un- 
déerstcod that offers of excessive figures, 
outside of Cook county, were rarely 
heard of until a break was made in De- 
troit a year or two ago, to be followed 
recently by like action in San Fran- 
cisco. 


in swapping horses in the middle of the 
stream. We are making good progress, 
and while we seem to be moving slowly 
at times, it is nevertheless a fact that 
we are going to be able in the near 
future to exhibit some tangible evidences 
of progress. Let’s not call in the third 
party until we fail absolutely, and I 
know we will not do that.” 

An exactly opposite view is given by 
the vice-president of one of the large 
multiple line casualty companies who 
says, “I would welcome the instrance 
commissioners taking up this question, 
and arriving at som? solution. I think 
they would play less politics than the 
companies themselves. The commission- 
ers are very familiar with acquisition 
cost, have an opportunity to observe 
what is being done all over the country 
and, generally speaking, are a reputable, 
responsible group of men. The com- 
panies have gone along with this ques- 
tion for several years and have arrived 
at nothing definite. Instead, the ac- 
quisition cost has been mounting stead- 
ily. If we do not have something done 
to bring down the cost of putting our 
business on the books drastic action is 
going to be taken by somebody. If we 
wait for the companies to get together 
we will be old and gray before anything 
is done. I think it would be a very 
excellent move to have the commission- 
ers step in and give us some real action 
on what is admittedly a very serious 
problem.” 
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i WORKMEN'S COMPENSATION 








TEST ON IMPORTANT POINTS 


Nebraska Compensation Commissioner 
Asks Supreme Court to Decide 
Two Interesting Questions 


LINCOLN, NEB., Oct. 10.—Because 
the questions in issue are of great con- 
cern to all interested in the construc- 
tion of the Nebraska workmen’s com- 
pensation law, Compensation Commus- 
sioner Kennedy has secured permission 
to intervene in supreme court in ine 
controversy between Jack Frost of Lin- 
coln, and the United States Fidelity & 
Guaranty. The two questions he asks 
the court to determine are: 

“May a disabled employe, entitled to 
the benefits under the compensation act, 
refuse medical and surgical treatment 
offered him, free of charge by his em- 
ployer, when the treatment offers a 
reasonable prospect of relief and resto- 
ration, and in its stead compel the em- 
ployer to pay compensation?” 

“Is an injured employe who has par- 
tial permanent disability to the extent 
of 66% percent in both legs, entitled to 
compensation as the percent of dis- 
ability bears to the amount allowed for 
permanent total disability or as the 
percentum of disability bears to twice 
the amount offered for one leg?” 

Mr. Kennedy held that Frost’s refusal 
to submit to surgical treatment was un- 
reasonable, and he denied him further 
compensation until he did so. The 
district court held the commissioner 
had no such right and that Frost could 
not be compelled to submit to an opera- 
tion. 

The commissioner contends that 
sound public policy will not justify the 
capitalization of an injury for the draw- 
ing of a long disability pension, when by 
a relatively simple operation the injured 
person can in all probability be made 
sound, and that the injured man is 
charged in law and morals to first make 
use of all available and reasonable 
means to unburden society and to make 
himself whole. 


TEXAS STATUS YET IN DOUBT. 


Time Allowed by Insurance Depart- 
ment for Submitting Plan for New 
Bureau Expires Oct. 15 


AUSTIN, TEX., Oct. 10.—The time 
expires Oct. 15 for the companies writ- 
ing compensation insurance in Texas to 
submit a plan for an independent rating 
and inspection bureau in place of the 
Texas branch of the National Bureau 
of Casualty & Surety Underwriters. 
Early this week no definite plan had 
been offered but it is known that J. C. 
Bradley of Dallas, Texas manager for 
the National Bureau, has been in con- 
sultation with Deputy Commissioner 
Scott relative to the demands of the de- 
partment. 

Mr. Scott has made it plain that he 
has no harsh criticism of the Nationa! 
Bureau or the manner in which it has 
administered in Texas through Mr. 
Bradley, but simply desires to cut Texas 
loose: from all outside connections on 
the ground that the state is so large 
and so different industrially and com- 
mercially that it should have a bureau 
all its own, 

That Mr. Scott is sincere in his praise 
of the compensation efforts through the 
Texas branch is attested by the fact 
that he is known to favor Mr. Bradley 
for head of the new bureau, provided 
Mr. Bradley will sever connection with 
outside organizations. Mr. Scott thinks 
Mr. Bradley is one of the most com- 
petent compensation men in the south- 
west. It is not known whether Mr. 
Bradley would accept if the place is 
tendered him, which is considered quite 
likely. 








Award for Barber Shop Infection 


. 

SHEBOYGAN, WIS., Oct. 10—An awarq 
of compensation for disability incurreg 
as the result of an infection contracteg 
while in the employ of a barber was 
granted to Paul Kind'2] by the Wisconsin 
Industrial commission. The London 
Guarantee & Accident was ordered to 
pay $313 for disability indemnity ang 
medical attention. This is one of the 
first cases on record where a barber's 
"mploye was granted compensation for 
an infection contracted while at work 
in the shop. 


Ruling on Partnership Liability 


MADISON, WIS., Oct. 10—The liability 
of individuals operating alone and as 
partner with others in regard to the 
state compensation act was discussed in 
a ruling of the Wisconsin attorney-gen- 
eral. 

“The liability of the individual is one 
thing,’ declared the attorney-general, 
“and the liability of the partnership is 
another. ‘The partn2rship is not identi- 
cal with the individual. A person may 
be carrying one business as an indi- 
vidual and be interested in another busi- 
ness as a partner. The fact that he jis 
subject to the compensation act in the 
business carried on by him individually 
would not make the partnership subject 
to that act. Neither, in my opinion, 
would the partnership which takes up 
the business of one of the constituent 
members be subject to provisions of the 
compensation act merely because such 
constituent member prior to the forma- 
tion of the partnership was subject to.” 





Ice Water Death Compensable 


TOPEKA, KAN., Oct. 10.—The Kansas 
supreme court hand2d down a decision 
iast week that a man who was over- 
heated and drank ice water and died was 
the victim of an _ industrial accident 
within the meaning of the state compen- 
sation law. S. H. Gilliland was an ash 
hauler for the Edgar Zine Company. 
Two years ago while at his work Gilli- 
land became overheated. Then he went 
to the ice water tank furnished by the 
company and drank too much _ water. 
The congestion which followed killed 
him within an hour. The lower court 
and the supreme court held against the 
company and directed it to pay compen- 
sation to the widow and children. 


Fraud Charge Against Doctors 


CLEVELAND, O., Oct. 10—Dr. William 
FE. Sampliner of this city and Dr. James 
A. Carnes of Massillon were arrested 
last week by federal authorities on the 
charge of using the mails to defraud in 
connection with their services as physi- 
cians for the Ohio Industrial Commis- 
sion in the administration of the work- 
men’s compensation fund. It is alleged 
they mailed bills for fees for services 
they did not render and for work that 
was done by nurses. Both men had been 
assigned to look after certain plants 
which carry insurance in the compensa- 
tion fund. Both deny the charges. 





Burns Brothers Win Case 


DES MOINES, IA., Oct. 10,—Burns 
Brothers, Des Moines investment bank- 
ers, have won the case brought by a half 
dozen stockholders headed by H, Zicke- 
foose of Osceola, Ia., asking for a 
receiver, The application was denied. 
Judge Utterback in his ruling stated 
that the Burns Brothers ar: shown to 
have assets of $390,000, while their lia- 
bilities were but $56,000. The evidence, 
he said, showed that the Burns Brothers 
have 1,000 shares in the Southern Surety 
and this added to other assets brought 
the total up to seven times the amount 
of thre liabilities. ‘ 

The suit was regarded as a curtain 
raiser for the big fight for control of the 
Southern Surety which Burns Brothers 
are making prior to the annual meeting 
in January. They charged that the 
receivership was brought at the instiga- 
tion of some of the officials of that com- 
pany who are opposing them for control 
of the stock. 





Donald A. MeEachern of Boston was 
placed on parole for one year at Oe 
burgh Friday, when he pleaded guilty 90 
the embezzlement of more than $1. 
from the Liberty Mutual company, ° 
which he was resident claim manager 
The parole was granted on condition tha 
he make restitution. 
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ACCIDENT AND HEALTH 














MUCH ACTIVITY IN NEBRASKA 


Solicitation of Personal Accident and 
Health Insurance Worked With 
Vigor in Recent Weeks 


OMAHA, NEB., Oct. 10.—The so- 
licitation of personal accident and health 
insurance in Omaha and throughout the 
state has been more actively worked in 
the past few weeks than at any previ- 
ous time. Various companies have had 
on special drives and offered special 
prizes. Not only have the men who 
specialized in these lines for the stand- 
ard companies and for the various semi- 
mutual and mutual companies but life 
insurance agents and those ordinarily 
working other lines of insurance have 
been giving the disability line more at- 
tention. 

Unfortunately in the enthusiasm of 
the canvasses some rather misleading 
lines of talk have been put out. In one 
case it is reported a woman solicitor 
who was carrying resident agent 
licenses for Kansas, Missouri and Ne- 
braska, for the current year, was 
strengthening her solicitation by the 
statement that she has personally de- 
livered drafts for claims in the past 
year to the amount of $160,000; in fact, 
her solicitation was in a way unique, in 
that she emphasized continuously that 
her presence in the locality was to de- 
liver claim checks and the impression 
was given out that the solicitation of 
new business was rather more than less 
incidental. The impression had been 
given, if not the exact statement, that 
the $160,000 was all Nebraska claims. 
Her attention being called to the fact 
that her company’s statement of claims 
paid in Nebraska for the previous year 
was only $19,000, at least temporarily 
changed her line of talk. This agent 
represents a company that until about 
a year ago operated as a mutual but 
has changed to stock company basis 
and added life to its health and accident 
line. Its representatives like some of 
the other companies’ agents travel from 
town to town and apparently from state 
to state. They get business that local 
agents should have written. It would 
be interesting to know whether taking 
into consideration the probable lapse 
ratio, it would not be more satisfactory 
in the long run to develop the business 
through local agents. 


May Write Accident Lines 


The Public Life of Chicago may take 
up the underwriting of health and acci- 
dent insurance, if the special meting of 
the stockholders called for Nov. 8 passes 
favorably upon the proposed amendment 
of the charter. 


Supreme Casualty Year-End Drive 


; The Supreme Casualty of Milwaukee 
is making a final spurt to finish far in 
front during the remainder of the year 
by Staging a campaign for new business, 
according to J. J. Tague, president of 





the company. Twelve large cash prizes 
are offered the winning agents. 

New district managers appointed by 
Mr. Tague during the past week are: 
G. L. Filbiu, Kenosha, Wis.; Joseph G. 
Hogel of Jackson, Mich., in charge of the 


Oshkosh, Wis., district; and William 
Blahnik, manager of the Fond du Lae 
district. 


National of Tennessee Changes 


The National Life & Accident of Ten- 
nessee has promoted R. K. Fordyce to 
assistant manager of the Columbus, Q,, 
district. C. A. Layer of Youngstown, O., 
has been appointed assistant manager in 
that office. T. J. McKean of Pittsburgh 
is now assistant manager in that office. 


Observe “President’s Month” 


October has been set aside by the 
Provident Life & Accident of Chatta- 
nooga as ‘“President’s Month” in honor 


of President Robert J. Maclellan and it 
is expected that all previous production 
records will be broken. A business boom 
has already been felt by the company 
immediately following the settlement of 
the various strikes and the railroad de- 
partment announces that the first week 
in October was the second largest in the 
history of that department from a pro- 
duction standpoint. 


North American’s Increase 


The North American Accident of Chi- 
cago is maintaining its increased pro- 
duction, the total of business written for 
this year up to Oct. 1 being 51.5 percent 
greater than that written during the 
same period of 1921. The September busi- 
ness showed an increase over September 
of 1921, in the face of many decreases 
being shown in all s2ctions. The com- 
pany has made no special campaign since 
the summer season opened, but is now 
outlining a special fall campaign to cover 
the remaining three months of the year. 


Boston Company Increases Capital 


BOSTON, MASS., Oct. 10.—The 
chusetts Accident of Boston, the oldest 
company in the country which confines 
its business to personal accident and 
health insurance, announces an increase 
in capital from $150,000 to $200,000, while 
its surplus is increased to $150,000. 


Massa- 


Superior Celebrates Anniversary 


The Superior Life & Accident of Indi- 
ana celebrated its first anniversary in 
September with a greeting at the home 
office to all field men. The company 
closed its first year of operation with a 
net increase in weekly debit of $1,242 
with an average agency force of ten 
men. At the agency meeting prizes 
were awarded for the contest which 
closed with the company’s fiscal year 
and announcement was made of a new 
contest to cover a period of 13 weeks. 


Bryant Made Northwest Manager 


The North American Accident of Chi- 
cago has closed its Seattle office and the 
northwest territory will be handled 
through Portland, with J. H. Bryant as 


manager. Mr. Bryant has been with the 
North American for 17 years in that 
territory. He is now secretary of the 


Insurance Federation of Oregon and re- 
gional secretary of the Federation of 
America. 
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AMONG SURETY MEN 











CAREFUL ABOUT LIEN BONDS 


Surety Companies Are Exercising Cau- 
tion in the Underwriting of This 
Class of Business 


Companies writing lien bonds 
making careful investigation of appli- 
cants these days. These bonds are writ- 
ten in favor of a bank, loan agency or 
Personal lender of money that is loan- 
ing to contractors or real estate sub- 
viders who are putting up a number 
of bungalows or residences. They guar- 


are 





antee that the person bonded will not 
put a lien on the property that will 
have priority over the mortgage. Some 
companies have been caught by build- 
ers who have gone beyond their depth 
and gotten financially involved. <A 
surety underwriter said the other day 
that this is a plain financial guarantee 
and the underwriting of such a bond 
involves the personal honesty and finan- 
cial capacity of the applicant. He said 
that in many cases, agents pick up such 
business and insist that it be written. 
Most of these bonds are the so-called 
accommodation business for agents. 


Companies as a rule do not like them 
unless the builders are high-grade in 
every way. 


CONTRACT BUSINESS HEAVIER 
Surety Underwriters Find that Fewer 
Building Bids Are Being Re- 
jected—More Public Work 





Surety men are writing much more 
contract bond business now than has 
been secured during the last six months. 
Considerable public work is being car- 
ried on at present. Since the first of the 
vear, there have been many delays in 
building projects for the reason that 
high bids submitted by contractors have 
been rejected. Surety solicitors have 
wasted a great deal of time in going 
after business that never materialized 
because bids were regarded as excessive 
and it was decided to delay actual con- 
struction. It is now found that build- 
ing plans are being carried out. Bids 
are either more reasonable, or it is rec- 
ognized that there is to be no drop in 
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prices for the present. At any rate, 
many more bids are being accepted 
than formerly, with the result that work 
on long delayed building projects is 
being commenced. This change in the 
situation has brought quite an increase 
in contract bond business to the surety 
companies. 





Alleges Breach of Bond 
BIRMINGHAM, ALA., Oct. 10.—Andrew 
J. Arrant, president of the Arrant Insur- 
ance Agency, has filed a $10,000 suit for 


alleged breach of bond against the 
National Surety, which is bondsman for 


the Mid-Texas Petroleum Corporation. 
Arrant charges that the conditions of 
the bond have been broken because of 


alleged misstatements made _ by the 
petroleum corporation in its application 
to sell stock in Alabama. Arrant avers 
that he was induced to purchase 15,000 
shares of the stock of the oil corporation 
on the strength of false statements mad¢ 
by the corporation in its petition for a 
permit. : 

The Mid-Texas Petroleum Corporation 
has been cited to appear before the Ala- 
bama Public Service Commission Oct. 
°7 to answer charges of fraud. 











PERSONAL GLIMPSES OF CASUALTY MEN 














Former United States Senator Mor- 
gan G. Bulkeley, president of the Aetna 
Life and affiliated companies, becomes 
acting president of the National Trot- 
ting Association through the recent 
death of President John C. Welty at 
his home in Canton, O. Senator 
Bulkeley was first vice-president and 
automatically succeeds to the presi- 
dency. He has been connected with 
the National Trotting Association ever 
since the opening of Charter Oak Park 
more than 40 years ago. He was also 
the first president of the National 
League. Though in his 85th year, Sena- 
tor Bulkeley is active and retains a keen 
interest in general affairs, trotting and 
baseball among them. 


James W. Tinsley, Jr., and Miss Mary 
Day Clark were married Oct. 7 in the 
chapel of the Virginia Theological 
Seminary near Alexandria, Va. Mr. 
Tinsley is general agent at Richmond 
for the Continental Casualty and is a 
native Virginian. His bride is a daugh- 
ter of Mr. and Mrs. Adam T. Clark of 
Richmond. During the world war, Mr. 
Tinsley served as a lieutenant in the 
American aviation corps and was over- 
seas for six months. 


Will J. Tyne, son of Vice-President 
Thomas J. Tyne of the National Life 
& Accident of Tennessee, has entered 
the health and accident business and is 
beginning at the bottom. Young Mr. 
Tyne has entered a Nashville debit and 
is proving his worth as an actual pro- 
ducer in the field. He has started out 
well and his interest and enthusiasm 
indicate that he will not be long in 
forging through the ranks in pursuit of 
his father. The new addition to the 
Nashville agency is one of the first to 
appear in the morning and sticks to his 
post each day until the work is thor- 
oughly done. 


Thomas E. Braniff of Oklahoma City, 
president of the National Association of 
Casualty & Surety Agents, arrived eight 
and one-half hours late at the Hot 
Springs convention of the National As- 
sociation of Insurance Agents. He was 
hot, tired and dusty. The weather was 
extremely warm and sultry. In open- 
ing his address Mr. Braniff said that 
he was not so impressed with the cor- 
dial expressions of the reception com- 
mittee when he arrived nor the stream- 
ers that stretched across the Hot 
Springs streets giving welcome to the 
National Association of Insurance 
Agents, nor to the salutations of his 
friends. He said the one thing that im- 





pressed him more'than anything else on 


his arrival was the free bath ticket that 
was given out by the Eastman Hotel. 
He said that the hotel people evidently 
had a sense of fitness of things in pro- 
viding insurance men with a free bath. 


~ Good Market for 


Safety Box Insurance 


have been securing safety-deposit 


| OCAL agents in various sections 


box burglary insurance from 
banks. While the banks are _ not 
legally liable for burglary losses in 


safety deposit boxes, yet from a busi- 
ness standpoint they find it eminently 
desirable to carry insurance and relieve 
them of the odium of severe criticism 
on part of the holders whose boxes 
have been looted. 

Recently the banking commissioner of 
Massachusetts ruled that all banks op- 
erating safety deposit boxes must take 
out burglary insurance on the boxes or 
cease renting them. No other state has 
taken such a definite*step, but it is 
stated that the Massachusetts ruling has 
had an effect in other states. There 
seems to be ignorance on part of the 
bankers and safety deposit box renters 
that such protection can be secured. In 
Many cases specific insurance is sold 
to box holders. Owing to the fact that 
in the outskirts of cities and in the 
smaller places the looting of safety de- 
posit boxes is not uncommon there has 
been a greater demand for burglary 
protection. Agents who have taken the 
trouble to solicit the line, say that they 
have had good results. 


St. Louis Auto Deaths Increase 


ST. LOUIS, MO., Oct. 10—Automobile 
fatalities are increasing in St. Louis by 
leaps and bounds despite the efforts of 
the St. Louis Safety Council and the 
Citizens Safety Committee to educate 
pedestrians and automobile drivers to 
use care on the public highways. 

So far nearly 100 automobile fatalities 
for the year are recorded. At the same 
time in 1921 the year’s total was 72. The 
increase for th» first nine months and 
a few days was 26 or more than 36 per- 
cent. The 1922 total has already passed 
the record of the entire year 1921, and 
if the ratio of death is maintained auto- 
mobiles will haves killed at least 128 men, 
women and children in St. Louis during 
the present year when statistics for 1922 
are completed. 

Local insurance men are watching the 
situation very closely and it probably 
will be an important factor when th? 
new schedules of automobile liability in- 





surance rates are prepared. 
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Direct Agency Contracts 


A COMPANY THIRTY-FIVE YEARS OLD 


Writing Commercial, Monthly Premium, Railroad 
Installment, Group Disability, Pay Order Acci- 
dent and Health Insurance, has some choice 
territory open in the following States: 


Illinois Maryland Texas Missouri 
Ohio West Virginia Arkansas Virginia 
Indiana Kentucky Dist. Columbia Louisiana 
Pennsylvania Florida Georgia Alabama 
Tennessee North Carolina Mississippi § South Carolina 


Full Coverage Policies 
Low Premium Rates 
Maximum Commissions 
Prompt Settlements 


THE PROVIDENT 


LIFE AND ACCIDENT INSURANCE COMPANY 
OF CHATTANOOGA, TENN. 








Surplus and Reserves to Policyholders Over 


$1,000,000.00 

















INTEREST IN THE MOVE 





NATIONAL SURETY’S NEW PLAN 





Credit Insurance Is a Highly Special- 
ized Line and Needs Experts to 
Sell the Policies 





NEW YORK, Oct. 11.—There was 
much talk in the insurance district con- 
cerning the entrance of the National 
Surety into the credit insurance busi- 
ness. Logically credit insurance  be- 
longs to surety companies because it is 
a financial guaranty. It is a highly spe- 
cialized business that is in the hands of 
experts. 

E. M. Treat, former president of the 
American Credit [ademnity, who be- 
comes vice-president oi the National 
Surety here, and will organize its credit 
department, is an acknowledged author- 
ity on credit insurance. He has been a 
successful administrator and under- 
writer of this class of indemnity. Mr. 
Treat’s pronouncements on credit insur- 
ance have always been read with profit. 
It took a pretty penny, of course, to get 
him away from the American Credit 
Indemnity. 

The question naturally arises as to 
what influence Mr. Treat’s transfer of 
allegiance will have on the big produc- 
ers of the American Credit Indemnity. 
It is impossible, for example, for a 
credit company to go out and try to 
interest agents in this enterprise. Credit 
insurance is solicited by specialists who 
have studied this particular branch. All 
that agents can do is to make a prelim- 
inary canvass and see if a concern is 
interested. Specialists must close the 
case. It takes a long time for a com- 
pany to build up a soliciting force. The 
progress of the National Surety in this 
line will be awaited with interest. It is 
an aggressive institution and naturally 











S. E. U. A. FATE UP TO 
VIRGINIA CONFERENCE 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8) 


exchange dispatch a lett*r to his com. 
pany or companies which will say in ref- 
erence to the matter: 

“While the agents have been aware 
for a long time of the commission»r’s 
desire to separate the Virginia Bureay 
from Southeastern Underwriters contro] 
yet his call for a meeting at this time 
comes somewhat as a surprise. Th» 
agents have not yet been able to confer 
about this matter, which is a very Seri- 
ous and important one to them, and we 
therefore submit to your consideration q 
proposal that no definite action be taken 
at the meeting on Oct. 11, but that every 
effort be made to postpone a final degi- 
sion and determination until, say, six 
months following that dat. This will 
give the agents and companies alike time 
to consider the question from all angles 
and will certainly contribute to a wiser 
and more intelligent solution.” 


in taking up any additional line of jp- 
demnity it will not be content to trail 
along in the rear. 





Fred Gray’s New Book 


Fred L. Gray, nationally known ¢as- 
ualty general agent at Minneapolis and 
president of the Casualty Information 
Clearing House, has just issued a per- 
sonal volume giving his impressions of 
the Orient as gathered on a recent trip, 
Mr. Gray compiled the booklet in re- 
sponse to requests of many of his friends 
and associates. The brochure is en- 
titled, “Zig-Zagging in the Orient.” A 
preface map indicates the wonderful 
route followed by Mr. and Mrs. Gray in 
their journeying through the far east. 
Mr. Gray gives some vivid descriptions 
and relates a number of interesting ex- 
periences. The booklet is well writ- 
ten, and has been highly praised by 
those who have been privileged to 
read it. 
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DETROIT 
FIDELITY AND SURETY 
COMPANY 


HOME OFFICE 
Milwaukee and Cass Avenues, DETROIT, MICHIGAN 


Fidelity and Surety Bonds of Every Description 
Prompt and Efficient Service 


Desirable Agency Territory Available 


For Information Address 


Agency Department 
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M. E. JEWETT IS HEAD — 
OF ROYAL INDEMNITY 








E, D. Livingston and James Morri- 
son Resign to Join C. H. Hol- 
land’s New Company 


OTHER OFFICERS ADVANCE 


Big Institution Will Make No Change 
in Its Policy—New Officers are 
Experienced 


NEW YORK, Oct. 11.—Today the 
directors of the Royal Indemnity ac- 
cepted with regret the resignation of 
Charles H. Holland as president and 
director and elected Vice-President 
Milford E. Jewett as president in his 
place. He joined the company in 1910 
and has come up through the various 
grades. Resolutions were adopted pay- 
mg a high tribute both to Mr. Holland 
and Mr. Jewett. 

In assuming the presidency, Mr. 
Jewett in a letter to the agents of the 
company makes most cordial personal 
references to Mr. Holland and says the 
conduct of the company will not be 
changed. 

Announcement of the following offi- 
cers is made: Vice-Presidents, Frank J. 
Oneill and Franklin Vanderbilt; Second 
Vice-Presidents, Edmund A. Tallman, 
Claude E. Trinder and Thomas F. Jen- 
nings; Secretary, J. G. Mays. 

Edwin D. Livingston, vice-president 
and James Morrison, secretary, tend- 
ered their resignations and it is under- 
stood that they will be associated with 
Mr, Holland in the new company which 
he will head. 


Took Fraternity by Surprise 


Nothing that has occurred in casualty 
insurance circles for years so stirred the 
underwriting fraternity as did the an- 
nouncement that Charles H. Holland 
had resigned the presidency of the 
Royal Indemnity and of its subsidiary, 
the Eagle Indemnity, both of this city, 
to assume the post of chief executive of 
acasualty company soon to be launched. 
No intimation that any such move was 
in contemplation had been allowed to 
get abroad prior to the issuance of the 
formal statement, which came as a flash 
of lighting from a cloudless sky. In- 
terest in the move has been heightened 
through the speculation since indulged 
in as to the character of the intended 
new corporation and its sponsors. 


No Change in Policy 


So far as the Royal Indemnity is con- 
cerned it is not anticipated there will be 
any marked change in its underwriting 
or general business policy, Mr. Jewett 
having been identified with the office for 
many years, coming to it from the Trav- 
elers’ New York city department soon 
aiter the Royal Indemnity started, and 
advancing rapidly in its service. He 
has shown himself not only a capable 
underwriter but a most able administra- 





WANTED 


Special Field Agent 
Accident and Health 


Large stock casualty company has good 
Opening in Middle Western States for man 
between 35 and 40 years of age, experienced 
'@ commercial accident and health busi- 
ness, capable of working with and devel- 
oping first class agents and agencies. Give 

particulars in reply, stating salary 


expected, 
Address B-68 
Care The National Underwriter 
ae 














THE NATIONAL 
tor, and has a strong following in the 
casualty field. The Royal Indemnity is 
well established; has a great reputation 
for taking care of its losses and last 
year reported a premium income of over 
$11,250,000. 

Holland in Forefront 


It is no exaggeration to state that 
Charles H. Holland stands in the very 
forefront among casualty executives of 
the United States. Those who are ac- 
quainted with executives in other lands, 
very much doubt whether his superior is 
to be found anywhere. From the day 
he arrived in this city 12 years ago, sent 
here by the Royal from Australia to 
organize a casualty underwriting subsi- 
diary for the great Liverpool corpora- 
tion, to the present time, he has been 
recognized as a leader in the business, 
and’ his counsel upon all association 
matters has been attentively listened to 
by executives of other offices. 


Made Handsome Profit 


Starting the Royal Indemnity with a 
capital of $1,000,000 and a surplus of 
like amount, the company under Mr. 
Holland’s administration has not only 
thoroughly established itself but has 
made a handsome profit for its stock- 
holders. An analysis of its figures dis- 
closes that if it were to wind up its 
affairs at the present time, it should be 
able to return the original investment 
several times over. The Royal Indem- 
nity will drive ahead even more vigor- 
ously than it has in the past, and may 
be counted upon as a big factor in the 
business. 

While there is no present dearth of 
casualty underwriting capital in this 
country, there is always room for one 
more, and the “top is never crowded.” 
That the new venture of which Mr. 
Holland is to be the directing force will 
find, or rather make, a place for itself, 
is fully taken for granted by everyone 
who knows Mr. Holland or has knowl- 
edge of what he has accomplished im 
the 12 years he has been the compelling 
force in the aairs of the Royal Indem- 
nity. 





London Joins Bureau 


Secretary G. F. Michelbacher of the 
National Bureau of Casualty & Surety 
Underwriters, states that the application 
for membership in the National Bureau 
filed by F. W. Lawson for the London 
Guarantee & Accident has been ac- 
cepted and the company has been en- 
rolled as an active member of the 
bureau as of Oct. 1. 


Schunk Wins Prize Trip 


A. J. Schunk of Minneapolis, general 
agent of the Federal Surety of Daven- 
port in Minnesota and North and South 
Dakota, won the first prize offered by 
the company for the largest production 
of business in a stipulated period. This 
prize was a free trip to the Lake Placid 
casualty convention. Mr. Schunk was 
in Chicago this week on his way home 
having spent some additional time in 
the east. 


No Compensation for Sunstroke 


MADISON, WIS., Oct. 10.—That a sun- 
stroke does not fall within the hazards 
for which compensation can be collected 
under the workmen’s compensation law 
was the decision of the Wisconsin su- 
preme court Tuesday. The court was 
divided in the case 4 to 3, the majority 


sustaining the order of the Industrial 
Commission. 

Joseph Lewis died as result of a 
sunstroke July 7, 1921. He was em- 


ployed by the Interstate Coal and Dock 
Company at its yards at Green Bay. 
The only question at issue in this case 
is whether hi8 death was caused “while 
in the performance of services growing 
out of or incidental to his employment.” 
The Industrial Commission found that a 
sunstroke was not hazard of the employ- 
ment and refused compensation. The 
circuit court of Dane County sustained 
the Industrial Commission and Mrs. 
Lewis appealed. 








A. B. Hummeland, Chicago insurance 


attorney, has returned from a tour 
through Norway, Sweden, Denmark, 


Germany, France and England. 
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Federal Surety Company 


Home Office, Davenport, Iowa 





Began business July Ist, 1920 
| Licensed by U. S. Government November 20th, 1920 


| A Mid-West Institution of Service 


Writing Fidelity and Surety Bonds, Accident and 
Health Insurance. Burglary, Larceny, Theft and 
Hold-up Insurance. General Liability and Elevator 
Insurance. Automobile Liability, Property Damage 
and Collision Insurance. 








Workmen’s Compensation 





CORRESPONDENCE SOLICITED 





W. L. TAYLOR 
Vice-President and General Manager 


ll 








ATHLETIC INSURANCE 


The SOUTHERN SURETY COMPANY, as usual, is leading 
competitors. 


The new Athletic policy described in the Aug. 17th issue of the 
National Underwriter is entirely new. 

Covers all forms of Professional and Semi-Professional athletics. 

General Agents are being appointed. Must stand rigid inves- 
tigation. 

Good commission and excellent service. 

Write or wire— 


Ellis-Clark Co. 
SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVES 


437 Second National Building 
AKRON, OHIO 

















CASUALTY ADJUSTMENT BUREAU 
Tel. John 1114-5 90 William St., New York City 
THOS. GALBO, Genl. Mgr. 


Reliable—Investigations and Adjustments by Experts—Quick Service 
OUR REPUTATION is based on past performance—We show Results 
SEND FOR BOOKLET OF REFERENCE 
Liability, Compensation, Auto, Fire and Theft, Collision, 


Property Damage, Admiralty Subrogations 
Personal Accidents, Burglary, Plate Glass 








Chas. L. Nicholson, President Harry R. Wood, Secretary 


THE INTER-STATE SURETY COMPANY 


REDFIELD, SOUTH DAKOTA 


WE ISSUE 
DEPOSITORY, FIDELITY JUDICIAL, OFFICIAL and 
WAREHOUSE BOND S MISCELLANEOUS 


PLATE GLASS and BANK BURGLARY INSURANCE 
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Union Inpemniry 
Gompany 


Cash Capital $1,000,000.00 
FIDELITY AND SURETY BONDS 


ACCIDENT, HEALTH, BURGLARY 
AUTOMOBILE, LIABILITY, PLATE GLASS 
AND WORKMEN’S COMPENSATION INSURANCE 


830-656 Union Street | AUSEYING | “700 ‘Maiden Lane 
NEW ORLEANS SERVICE I NEW YORK 











Business-Builders 


Developing 
Fidelity and Surety Bonds, Automobile, 
Elevator and General Liability, Accident, 
Health, Burglary and Plate Glass Insurance 


Appreciate the co-operation of the 


Massachusetts Bonding 
& Insurance Company 
BOSTON T. 1 FALVEY. President 


Paid-in Capital $1,500,000 Write for Territory 








C. A. CRAIG 
President 


W. R. WILLS 
Vice-Pres. 


| THE NATIONAL 
LIFE & ACCIDENT INSURANCE CO. 


OF NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 
Capital, $300,000.00 


Record For 
Growth Unsurpassed 


c. R. CLEMENTS 
Sec’y and Treas. 








Money-Making Contracts 
For Good Agents 











Agents Wanted: To sell an unrestricted Acci- 
dent and Health Policy costing $9.00 quarterly. 
Covers every disease and every accident. Lib- 
eral commission paid to live producers. 

Central Business Men’s Association 


Westminster Bldg. 
CHICAGO, ILL. 


H. G. ROYER, Pres. 
C. O. PAULEY, Secy. & Treas. 











| MUTUAL ABSORBS RECIPROCAL 
| 
| 


| American Indemnity Exchange of St. 
| Louis Taken Over by the 

| Mid-American Mutual 

| 


The Mid-American Mutual Casualty 
of Indianapolis has absorbed the Amer- 
ican Indemnity Exchange of St. Louis, 
of which Victor J. Miller was attorney- 
in-fact. The American Indemnity Ex- 
change was recently the center of an 
attack by the Kentucky department as 
the result of which the exchange lost 
its Kentucky license. Later a depart- 
ment examination ‘was made and in its 
report the surplus of the exchange was 
stated to be $8,749, compared with the 
$45,651 reported in the annual statement 
as surplus. 


Aetna’s Brooklyn Program 


The Brooklyn branch office of the 
| Aetna Life has announc2d that the next 
six Wednesday noon talks will deal with 
|} compensation and liability insurance 

from its various aspects. These talks 
| are given every other Wednesday for the 
| bensfit of brokers and agents. The 
| speaker for Wednesday, Oct. 18, will be 
| Secretary John S. Turn of the New York 
| 


branch, who will talk on liability insur- 
j}ance. Nov. 1 David Meiklejohn will be 
| the speaker on “The Obligation of the 
| Broker to His Insured”; Nov. 15 Mr. 
| Cowan will speak on the “Practical Ap- 
| plication of Schedule and Experience 
| Rating in Serving the Insured”; L. L. 
| Richardson will be the speaker Nov. 29 
|on “The Service of the Inspector’; on 
| Dee. 6 the speaker will be W. J. Ven- 
/ning on “The Service of the Safety En- 
| gineer in Industrial Plants’; on Dec. 13 
|B. E. Emory will discuss “The Adjust- 
|ment of Liability and Compensation 
| Claims.” 


Opens Bostom Branch 


The Norwich Union Indemnity has 

| opened a branch office in Boston, Mass., 
'at 23 Central street, with Daniel W. 
| Wormwood in charge. Mr. Wormwood 
was previously with the Aetna in Bos- 
ton as executive special agent for New 
England. He is a native of New Eng- 
land and has had considerable experience 
in the casualty field, having been with 
John C. Paige & Co. of Boston, the Royal 
Indemnity, Employers Liability, Travel- 
ers and Aetna. Mr. Wormwood will have 
charge, not only of Boston, but also will 
appoint agents in all of the New Eng- 
land states. 


Get Indemnity of North America 


DALLAS, TEX., Oct. 10.—Ellis, Smith 
& Co., prominent local.agents of Dallas, 
have been appointed general agents of 
the Indemnity Insurance Company of 
North America. They have engaged E. 
M. Belcher, who heretofore has been very 
aetive in casualty insurance circles, to 
take charge of their casualty and bond- 
| ing department. Mr. Belcher was for- 
| merly connected with the United States 
| Fidelity & Guaranty in its Dallas office. 








| Wife Can’t Sue Husband 


| ST. PAUL, MINN., Oct. 10.—The Minne- 
sota supreme court has ‘sustained the 
decision of the district court that a wife 
cannot sue her husband for injuries 
received while riding in an automobile 
with him. The case has attracted wide 
attention among liability insurance men 
in the Twin Cities. Marion Woltman of 
Minneapolis was injured a year ago while 
riding with her husband. She brought 
suit for $2,350. The lower court ruled 
against her and she appealed. 

The Fidelity & Casualty carried the 
auto insurance and defended the case. 














A Progressive Surety and Casualty Company 


PLANS FOR NEW BUILDINGs 


Aetna Life and Affiliated Companies 
Arrange for New Home Office 
Structure in Hartford 


President Morgan G. Bulkeley of the 
AZtna Life announced that the company 
has engaged James Gamble Rogers, ere. 
ator of the famous Harkness building at 
Yale, as the architect to draw plans for 
the new A®2tna Life group of buildings 
to be built on the large tract of lang on 
Farmington avenue acquired about a 
year ago. The selection of Mr. Rogers 
will bring to Hartford the services of a 
nationally known architect not hitherto 
represented in Hartford architecture 
Public buildings he has designed include 
post office and federal building, Chie 


AZO; 
Harkness Memorial, Yale University, 
Memphis courthouse, Memphis, Tenp. 
Yale club, New York; Newcomb college 


New Orleans, La.; buildings at the Uni. 
versity of Chicago, Yale university ang 
dl new Presbyterian hospital, New 

ork, 


Addresses Minneapolis Aetnaizers 


MINNEAPOLIS, MINN., Oct. 10.—Dr 
George E. Tucker of the tna Casualty 
& Surety adressed local agents of the 
company during a visit at the Minneap- 
olis office last week. His subject was 
“Salesmanship and the Aid the Medical 
Department Can Give Agents in Get- 
ting New Business.” 


National Surety’s Conference 


The National Surety held an agency 
conference in New York on Monday and 
Tuesday of this week to which the prin- 
cipal general agents and branch mana- 
gers of the company from all Parts of 
the country were invited. The two day 
session was held in the auditorium of 
the company’s new building in New 
York City. 


Joins Lincoln Accident & Life 


Guy E. Reed, who has been connected 
for several years in an executive capac- 
ity with the First National Bank of Lin- 
coln, Neb., has become a member of the 
ex'ecutive committee of the Lincoln Acci- 
dent & Life Company. With L. W. Me- 
Lennan, who has been agency manager 
he will divide the responsibilities of su- 
perintendent of both the life and accident 
departments. The company has _ been 
making a good growth and has oppor- 
tunities for expansion that demanded the 
services of as thorough a business man 
as Mr. Reed. 


Thompson Leaves F. & D. 


J. Frank Thompson has resigned from 
the surety legal department of the Fi- 
delity & Deposit to join the New York 
legal firm of Evans & Hunt. Mr. Thomp- 
son joined the casualty department of 
the Fidelity & Deposit in 1911 as field 
superintendent of the legal and claim 
department and after the casualty lines 
were discontinued he became attached 
to the surety legal department. Mr. 
Thompson is not a member of the bar, 
but has sat at trial tables with many 
of the distinguished lawyers of the 
country and has prepared many of the 
Fidelity and Deposit cases, 





Casualty Notes 


G. W. Bailey has been made superin- 
tendent of accounts at the western branch 
office of the Aetna Life and affiliated com- 
panies at San Francisco, under Manager 
J. R. Molony. Mr. Bailey succeeds E, E. 
Stiles, who has been acting in that ¢a- 
pacity since the transfer of former Super- 
intendent J. W. Blaney to the northwest- 
ern division. Mr. Stiles will return to the 
home office at Hartford. 

E. M. McMahon of Milwaukee, vice- 
president of the Northwestern Casualty 
& Surety, will speak at the first forum 
meeting of the Appleton, Wis. chamber 
of commerce, Oct. 9, on “What Consti- 
tutes a Profitable Community.” He form- 
erly was executive secretary of the St. 
Paul Association of Commerce and is 
considered one of the foremost men IM 
the middle west in community develop- 
ment. 

The Aetna Casualty & Surety gave 4 
dinner at the Hartford Club for its 
bond school which has recently com- 
pleted a course at the local office. Busl- 
ness methods were discussed by D. %. 
Gage, vice-president and A. R. Sexton 
and A. B. Palmer, secretaries, and W. L. 
Mooney, instructor. A. R. Robertson, 
ficld superintendent was toastmaster. 
The Aetna school for its special agents 
in the bonding branches, is the only 
school of its kind in the country. The 
graduates of the school are leaving for 
positions in the company’s offices a 
points as far west as Kansas City am 











as far south as Atlanta, Ga. 
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Provident’s Fair Display 


One of the interesting exhibits at the 
Interstate Fair at Chattanooga, Tenn., 
jg that of the Provident Life & Acci- 
dent. Secretary Cartinhour is present 
with @ display of about 60 policies of 
the company and a staff of agents is on 
pand at all times to give information 
to the public. The company’s display 
sign over its section is creating con- 
siderable interest, as a large letter ‘Pp 
is in outline and filled with pennies, a 
contest being on for the guessing: of 
the nearest number of pennies required 
to fill the remaining letters of the word 
provident. The company also has a 
miniature automobile which is driven 
around the grounds advertising the au- 
tomobile liability department of the 
company. 





—————— 
NT OF THE OWNERSHIP, 
STATENGEMENT, CIRCULATION, ETC,, 
REQUIRED BY THE ACT OF CON- 

GRESS OF AUGUST 24, 1912, 

f The National Underwriter, published 
Oly at Chicago, Ill., for October 1, 
= of Illinois 
State q 
eounty of Cook, 
ss. er 

ne, a Notary Public in and for 
ine giate and county aforesaid, person- 
ally appeared John F. W ohlgemuth, who, 
having been duly sworn according to 
law, deposes and says that he is the 
business manager of the National Under- 
writer, and that the following is, to the 
best of his knowledge and belief, a true 
statement of the ownership, management 
(and if a daily paper, the circulation), 
etc, of the aforesaid publication for the 
date shown in the above caption, required 
by the Act of August 24, 1912, embodied 
in section 443, Postal Laws and Regula- 
tions, printed on the reverse of this form, 
to-wit: 

That the names and addresses of 
the publisher, editor, managing editor, 

iness Managers are: ’ 
ome iblisher, The National Underwriter 
Co., Cincinnati-Chicago-New York. : 
‘Associate — H. J. Burridge, F. A. 
icago, . : 
oe Editor, C. M. Cartwright, 
ston, Ill. ; 
"lines Manager, John F. Wohlge- 
muth, Hinsdale, Il. , 

9, That the owners are (Give names 
and addresses of individual owners, or, 
if a corporation, give its name and the 
names and addresses of stockholders 
owning or holding 1 percent or more 
of the total amount of stock): The Na- 
tional Underwriter Co., Cincinnati-Chi- 
eago-New York; E. J. Wohlgemuth, Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio; John F. Wohlgemuth, 
Hinsdale, Ill.; R. E. Richman, Cincinnati, 
Ohio; G. W. Wadsworth, Chicago, Ill.; C. 
M, Cartwright, Evanston, Il.; H. J. Bur- 
ridge, Chicago, Ill; H. M. Diggins, Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio. 

3. That the known bondholders, mort- 
gagees, and other security holders own- 
ing or holding 1 percent or more of total 
amount of bonds, mortgages, or other 
securities are: (If there are none, so 
state.) None. 

That the two paragraphs next 
above, giving the names of the owners, 
stockholders, and security holders if any 
contain not only the list of stockholders 
and security holders as they appear upon 
the books of the company but also in 
case where the stockholder or security 
holder appears upon the books of the 
company as trustee or in any other fidu- 
ciary relation, the name of the person or 
corporation for whom such trustee is 
acting, is given; also that the said two 
paragraphs contain statements embrac- 
ing affiant’s full knowledge and belief as 
to the circumstances and conditions under 
which stockholders and security holders 
who do not appear upon the books of the 
company as trustees, hold stock and 
Securities in a capacity other than that 
of a bona fide owner; and this affiant has 
no reason to believe that any other per- 
sons, association, or corporation has any 
interest, direct or indirect, in the said 
stock, bonds, or other securities as so 
Stated by him. 

John F. Wohlgemuth. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me this 
28th day of September, 1922. 

Edna Nason, 

(Seal) Notary Public. 

My commission expires October 31, 1925. 








Plan “No Accident” Week 
PITTSBURGH, PA., Oct. 10.—Approxi- 
mately 100 prominent business men 
interested in the welfare of Pittsburgh 
have prepared plans for a “No Accident 
Week” beginning Oct. 22. The purpose 
of the campaign will be to show ‘'2very 
man, woman and child in Allegheny 
county that accidents can be prevented 
by proper care on the part of every per- 
son. The campaign will be under th? 
auspices of the western Pennsylvania 
division of the National Safety Council, 
of which A. W. Robertson is president. 
Former Judge James H. Reed is g2neral 
chairman of the “No Accident Week” 
campaign. 


NEW FIGHT NOW ON IN 
BURGLARY ASSOCIATION 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 33) 
tion’s agreement; a conclusion chal- 
lenged by the management of the com- 
pany, which is credited with placing a 
contrary interpr2tation upon the rules 
of the association; seeking further to 
justify its position by asserting that a 
number of the membership offices were 
not living up to their pledges with 
respect to several of the casualty lines. 
The answer of the National Surety of 
New York to this attitude upon the part 
of the Travelers was to file the required 
seven days’ notic2 of its intended with- 
drawal from membership in the Burglary 
Insurance Underwriters Association. A 
special meeting of the organization was 
then called for Oct. 10, and in view of the 
seriousness of th situation the gather- 
ing was unusually well attended. 


May Bring Rate War 


Should the Travelers be induced to 
recede from its present position, har- 
mony will again reign in burglary insur- 
ance circl2s, but if not, the prediction is 
freely made that other companies beside 
the National Surety will likely quit the 
association, while all will endeavor to 
protect their business as best they can. 
It is reported that hurried conferences 
have already taken place between the 
chief ‘executives of many of the promi- 
nent burglary insurance offices and their 
department heads, at which plans of 
action were considered in the event of a 
country-wide rate or commission war— 
a contingency by no means remote, 
though every possible means to avert 
such a condition will be put forth. The 
Burglary Insurance Underwriters Asso- 
ciation, which embraces within its mem- 
bership practically all of the burglary 
insurance writing companis of the 
United States, save only the Fidelity & 
Casualty, General Accident and the New 
Jersey, has no agreement as to commis- 
sions except as concerns New York and 
Philadelphia, restricting its control to 
the matter of rates and policy forms. 
In both of the cities named local associ- 
ations were maintained years ago and 
these were absorbed by the larger organ- 
ization. In fact, the national body is 
thr successor of the original New York 
association, while the Philadelphia 
organization was taken over later, its 
regulations being approved and amplified 
by the Burglary Insurance Underwriters 
Association. Both in Philadelphia and 
in New York, th? commission upon bur- 
glary risks which the association com- 
panies are permitted to pay is limited to 
25 percent, hence the contention of gom- 
peting underwriters that the offer of a 
bonus by th2 Travelers Indemnity is a 
violation of its voluntarily assumed obli- 
gation. 

Sky ae 
No Trouble in Past 


Outside of Chicago, which has ever 
been a sore spot in burglary underwrit- 
ing circles, and in sporadic cases else- 
where, there has be2n no complaint 
regarding the payment of excess commis- 
sion in the burglary business. Rates, 
too, have been well observ2d in the main 
and in so far as these two important 
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GENERAL ACCIDENT 


FIRE AND LIFE 
ASSURANCE CORPORATION, LTD. 
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Income Insurance Specialists 


Opportunities for Salesmen in Forty-Seven States 
Address H. A. LUTHER, 2nd Vice-President 





North American Accident Insurance Co. 


209 South LaSalle Street, CHICAGO 








Republic Casualty Co. 
PITTSBURGH, PA. 


Writes All Lines of Casualty Insurance 
Fidelity and Surety Bonds 








Excess Re-Insurance 


Re-Insurance DEE A. STOKER 


Catastrophe Hazard 11 So. LaSalle St. CHICAGO 
Blanket Auto Excess Fire Covers in American Companies 
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The American Credit-Indemnity Co. 
of NEW YORK 
CREDIT INSURANCE ONLY 
E. M. TREAT, President 








The American’s Unlimited Policy not only provides absolute Protection ainst 
SOUND THE METROPOLIT AN C ASU ALTY abnormal loss on all outstanding covered accounts, but serves to queuen badeoe: 
If you are a manufacturer or jobber, write for the full particulars of this service. 
INSURANCE CO. OF NEW YORK . 
a Home Office: 47 Cedar St, New York Gay 415 Locust St., St. Louis, Mo. 91 William St., New York 
PROMPT PLATE GLASS INSURANCE OFFICES IN ALL PRINCIPAL CITIES 
EUGENE, H, WINSLOW. Pres ROBERT A. LE Mee hre. R. J. LYDDANE, General Agent 114@ Marquette Bldg., Chicago 
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elements in field operations were con- 


cerned things were running along very 
smoothly until the bonus bomb was 
exploded by the Travelers Indemnity. 


Underwriters generally are 

not alon’ as to the immediate 
the latest move by the Travelers upon 
field practice, but are fearful that it will 
invite speedy interference in the conduct 


concerned 


effect of 


| 


| 


| Was that opponents of the suggested plan | 
} were 


| divided 


of th> business upon the part of super- | 


vising state officials, who have been 
wrestling for months past with the ques- 
tion of acquisition costs, declaring that 


in several lines of indemnity these were | 


unjustifiably high, and hav? been coun- 
seling as to how and to what extent they 
might be reduced, if not voluntarily by 
the companies, then under compulsion 
through departmental ruling or legislat- 
ive enactment. At the recently held 
annual gathering of the National Associ- 
ation of Casualty and Surety Agents the 
payment of “excessive commissions or 
bonuses upon miscellaneous lines of cas- 
ualty and surety business, notably bur- 
glary, plate glass and personal accident, 
and the furnishing of bid bonds without 
cost” was condemned in a _ strongly 
worded resolution, the general agents 
appreciating that such practice was not 
only unfair to the assured, but was sure 
to provoke inimical state legislation and 
furthermore, placed a strong argument 
in the hands of the advocates of monopo- 
listic state insurance funds. 


Opens Old Association Wound 


Some months ago the existence of the 
Burglary Insurance Underwritrs Associ- 
ation was imperiled because of the dif- 
ferences between its members as to cer- 
tain forms of policy; but the difficulty 
was happily avert2d and until now the 
organization has been functioning with 
the utmost harmony. A ripple of excite- 
ment was created through the attempt 
to merge the organization with the 
National Bureau of Casualty & Surety 
Underwriters, and though the issue never 
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Inter-Ocean Casualty 
Company 


Founded 1903 
CINCINNATI, OHIO 
Premium Income, 1921 ..... $954,210.74 
Increase over 1920 ......... 166,315.67 
Admitted Assets, Dec. 31,1921 422,565.20 
Increase over 1920......... 377. 

Capital and Surplus, 


Dec. 31, 1921. . 307,908.69 
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auspices Examination Committee of the Na- 

tional C ion of | Commissi 
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THE NATIONAL 
came to a test ; 


vote, the prevailing belief 


sufficiently numerous to 
question were forced. 


defeat it 
if the 

The Indemnity Insurance Company of 
North America has left the organization 
because of dissatisfaction over the 
cover residence policy of the 
association. 3urglary underwriters in 
the east are thoroughly arous?2d over the 
bonus being offered by the Travelers. 
The position of the Travelers has been 
taken up with the New York department. 
Insurance Superintendent Stoddard states 
that the company has offered to lay 
before him full information regarding its 
bonus offer for burglary business and 
that the department will make an inves- 
tigation. 


ES 


WESTERN BUREAU MEETING ON 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 32) 


that attention might profitably be di- 
rected to examining the salaries and 
traveling costs of special agents, saying 
in such connection that the companies 
were now contributing heavily to 
bureaus of various kinds for services 
previously performed by field men. 
Expense of Maintaining Bureaus 


’ 


“Vast sums,” he said, “are collected 
for and disbursed by our various 
bureaus, boards, patrols and other or- 
ganizations, and about the only infor- 
mation membership companies are fur- 
nished in connection therewith is their 
percentage assessments.” He submitted 
that the companies footing the bills were 
entitled to know in considerable detail 
just how the money had been expended 
as well as the sources from which it had 
been obtained. 

Concluding, President Yunker main- 
tained that the problems confronting 
underwriters today, admitted numerous 
and perplexing, could best be solved 
through cooperation and loyal adher- 
ence by all companies to their self- 
imposed obligations, and strongly coun- 
seled such proceeding. 

A message of sympathy was sent 
Seymour Edgerton, general counsel of 
the Bureau, who is seriously ill at his 
home in Chicago. 


Executive Committee Meeting 


While an extended session of the ex- 
ecutive committee was held last night 
discussion there centered almost wholly 
about routine matters. The subjects of 
commission regulation in the large 
cities, limitation of agencies, employ- 
ment of a supreme arbiter and the cre- 
ation of a special bureau for handling 
Cook county losses were left for con- 
sideration at the meeting of the Bureau 
this afternoon. A diversity of opinion 
among the members apparently obtains 
with respect to all three subjects. All 
appreciate that expenses in the large 
centers are too high and the proposi- 
tion that they be reduced is sympatheti- 
cally received, though before definite 
action to that end is taken Bureau men 
feel there should be a-clear understand- 
ing as to the position and compensation 
of salaried managers. The engagement 
of an arbiter is generally favored, cou- 
pled with the stipulation that he be a 
man of unusual ability and strict integ- 
rity. If such be found it is felt he would 
well earn whatever compensation might 
be given him. It is unlikely that the 
plan for a Cook county loss bureau as 
finally approved by the Union will be 
endorsed by Bureau men, who, while 
favoring the general idea, are not en- 
amored of the method of its operation 
agreed upon at Manchester. 


AGENCY MEETING FEATURES 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3) 


land there are three non-boarders, the 
Northwestern National, Milwaukee 
Mechanics and Cleveland National. 
There are some 40 agents outside the 
board, they being on a part time basis 
and there are 373 solicitors of these 
three companies. 

J. A. Duckworth of Tuscaloosa, Ala., 
in speaking of the bank agency ques- 
tion said that he felt that the insurance 
men of a town should take the subject 
up with a bank that has an insurance 
agency, calling attention to the fact 
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| that these banks are brought into com- 
petition with their friends and deposi- 
tors. He said as customers of banks, 
the insurance men should have some- 
thing to say. If the banks do not yield 
then the agents should not deal with 
them in any way, 

Effect on Expense Ratio 


Albert Mason of Memphis said that 
the reciprocals and mutuals were dodg- 
ing taxes. If they were obliged to 
pay the same as the stock companies 
they would not be able to sell their in- 
surance so cheaply. They are thus 
given an advantage and are forcing up 
the ratio of stock companies. 

James Ransom of Jersey City, N. J., 
called attention to a condition in his 
section. He said that brokers in New 
York City were paid 30 percent by 
companies for business over in New 
Jersey although they are restricted to 
15 percent in the territory of the New 
York Fire Insurance Exchange. In 
this way they are able to get a lot of 
business away from the agents in New 
Jersey. 

A. J. Wilson of Little Rock said that 

the brokers are giving considerable 
trouble to local agents in Arkansas. 
They offer rebates and give other con- 
cessions. The outside brokers give the 
agents 5 percent for countersigning 
policies. If an agent does any business 
and tries to place it with a broker, the 
latter demands 10 percent. He advo- 
cated an even split as being justifiable. 
Someone suggested the passage of a 
law prohibiting resident agents from 
paying commissions to non-residents. 
Charles L. Ganby of Birmingham, Ala., 
said that he thought there are three 
states that have such a law. 
_ J. T. Catlin of Danville, Va., said that 
in his state brokers are licensed and in 
this way can arrange a division of com- 
missions with the agents. 


Objects to Michigan Law 


Clyde Smith of Lansing, Mich., said 
that Michigan passed a law which pro- 
hibited agents from paying any commis- 
sions to outsiders. This resulted in the 
big outside brokers establishing Michi- 
gan agencies and thus they came in 
competition with the regular agents 
more than ever. He said that an effort 
will be made now to get the law 
amended so that outside brokers can be 
licensed. He believes it is a mistake to 
try to debar outsiders from placing 
business in the state. Such a law acts 
as a boomerang. He said that it is up 
to the agents to give first class service. 
He said where an agent is able to show 
his customer that he can give him as 
good or better service than the broker, 
the broker will not cut any great ice. 

H. H. Thornton of Pensacola, Fla., 
said that in his state a non-broker law 
was passed which resulted in the brok- 
ers using non-admitted companies and 
thus leaving the agents high and dry. 
He said that the law was repealed and 
now a division of commissions was 
arranged. 


Use of Word, “Insuror” 


There was considerable discussion at 
the convention regarding the use of the 
word “insuror.” The National asso- 
ciation has an _ insurors’ committee 
which is working out some plan that 
can be recommended. The Oklahoma 
association has already changed its 
name to the Oklahoma Association of 
Insurors. Some think that this was 
premature. J. B. Wallace of Kansas 
City in talking on the subject said that 
he felt that if the word “insvror’ is 
adopted it should only be allowed where 
agents represent companies that are 
on the cooperating list. He said that 
some companies are non-board in one 
place and board in another. He said 
that where dispute arises as to an 
agent’s eligibility to use the title, an in- 


vestigation should be made by the 
executive committee to see whether 
such a person is entitled to use it. He 


said that some companies are very loyal 
in their adherence to the principles of 
the National Association and others are 
not. 

J. A. Giberson of Alton, Ill, said that 








he thought the term should not be useq 

until it is confined to those that are 

exclusively in the insurance business 
George D. Markham’s Views 


George D. Markham said that Mis. 
souri association will probably adopt 
some form of qualification for mem. 
bership. He said that the Missourj 
organization wants real insurance men 
in the association. If some standard 
is set then applicants for membership 
must comply with them. He said that 
he would not go so far as to say that 
only those devoting their time exclu- 
sively to insurance should be members 
but insurance should be primarily their 
business, He said that agents should 
show a good record and that they 
should be able to conduct their bysj- 
ness so that no damage is done to a 
customer, company or to the business 
as a whole. 


Want Consistent Policy 


In speaking of companies that break 
over the traces here and there W, J 
Carey of Cincinnati said that the asso. 
ciation should stand for companies hay- 
ing a consistent policy all over the 
country. James Rankin of New Jer- 
sey took the same position saying that 
agents should back up those companies 
that stand for good practices and not 
those that are good in one place and 
bad in another. 

J. B. Wallace of Kansas City con- 
demned agents that are representing 
mutuals and reciprocals and are pro- 
moting their interests. 

Edward B. Dunning of Duluth, re 
gional vice-president, expressed the 
opinion that the regional vice-presidents 
might arrange for the associations in 
their territory to hold their meetings 
consecutively so that the National presi- 
dent would not have to take so much 
time and put to so great expense in 
attending the various meetings. 


AGENCY CONVENTION NOTES 


C. G. Wippell of Chicago, general 
agent of the Union of Canton, attended 
the Hot Springs convention with Milo 
R. Whipple of Cedar Rapids, Towa, as 
special bodyguard. i 

* 


President J. Lester Parsons of the 
United States Fire and-Fred M. Gund, 
of Freeport, Ill., western manager, were 
at the meeting. : 

Almost every train pulling into Hot 
Springs was from one to ten hours 
late. 

* * * 

H. H. Thornton of Pensacola, Fla. 
familiarly. known as “Pop Thornton,” 
and Judge W. H. Tomlinson, secretary 
of the Ohio association, appeared in 
palm beach suits, much to the envy of 
others who had on, thicker clothing. 

* 


Chauncey S. S. Miller, publicity man- 
ager for the North British & Mercan- 
tile group, struck a very clever idea 


at the Hot Springs meeting. The 
North British headquarters in New 
York is at 76 William street. At the 


entrance of the North British room at 
the Hot Springs convention there were 
signs reading as follows: “The Spirit 
of ‘76’ Welcomes You.” 
x * OX 
The citizens of Hot Springs were 
particularly hospitable. Cordiality was 
manifested everywhere. There were big 
streamers across the street welcoming 
the National association and there were 
placards in the various show windows 
expressing similar sentiment. Residents 
of the city offered their automobiles at 
all times. They came out in full force 
to take the visitors on the automobile 
ride Wednesday afternoon and also on 
Thursday evening to take them out to 
Whittington Park pot me barbecue. 


Thomas E. Braniff of Oklahoma City. 
in his, talk before the convention sal 
that on a recent trip to Boston he was 
in a taxicab and the driver asked him 
where he came from. He answered 
“Oklahoma.” The driver immediately 


inquired “On what bay is Oklahoma 
located?” 
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Plate Glass Breakage In Store Fronts Through Defective In- 
stallation Can Be Minimized If The Architects Will Insert The 


Following Sentence In Their Glazing Specifications 


Glazing Specification 


All Metal Sash, Corner Bars, Division Bars and Self-Adjusting 
Setting Blocks Used in Store Fronts must be listed by the 
| Underwriters’ Laboratories. _ 


The above glazing specification would insure a degree of safety 
for plate glass in store fronts which would save millions of dollars 
annually to the plate glass insurance companies and to the 
merchants as well whose show windows are put out of commission 
through the breakage of plate glass due to defective installation. 


In combination with Imperishable Key-set Store Front Con- 
struction, self-adjusting Setting Blocks have become one of the 
most important factors known in the conservation of plate glass 
in show windows. 


All Zouri Key-set Sash, Corner, Division Bars and Self-adjusting 
Setting Blocks have been listed by the Underwriters’ Laboratories. 


Make Safe Defective Installations 


Write for the name of the Zouri Distributor in your vicinity. 





: Factory and General Office 
1620 East End Ave., CHICAGO HEIGHTS, ILLINOIS 
































The Sign of Good Casualty Insurance 


Guarantee an 
Senpenyiit 


Head Office U. S. Branch 
134 S. La Salle Street 


Chicago, III. 


F. W. LAWSON, General Manager 


The company of ‘“‘super service”’ 


is not a name that has been “ap- 
plied” to the London Guarantee 
and Accident. 


earned in more than fifty years of 


It is a name well 


close co-operation with its agents. 


Over 60 Years of Public Service 


Incorporated 1860 


UNITED 
FIREMEN’S INSURANCE 
” COMPANY 


Home Office 


430 Walnut Street 


Philadelphia, Pa. 


F. W. LAWSON, President 


Over sixty years of public service 
faithfully performed have estab- 
lished the United Firemen’s as an 
institution of utmost dependability. 
An old, reliable company writing 
Fire, Tornado and Automobile 
Insurance. 











